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Stoke- Abbey, in Devonſhire, Eſq; 


Dear SIR, 

S your honoured father was pleaſed to make- 
A choice of me to anſwer in your name at the font, 
and to exerciſe a ſort of guardianſhip over your ſpi- 
ritual intereſts; permit me, by putting theſe litile trea- 
tiſes into your hand, to fulfil fomc part of that ſolemn 
obligation. 


Gratitude for many ſignal favours, and a conſcien- 


zious regard to my ſacred engagement, have long ago 


inſpired my brealt with the warmeſt wiſhes, both for 


yaur true dignity, and real happineſs. Nor can I think. 


of a more endearing, or a more effectual way of ad- 
vancing either the one or the other, than to ſet before 
you a ſketch of your excellent father's character. 
Illuſtrious examples are the moſt winning incitements 
to virtue: and none can come attended with ſuch par- 
ticular recommendations to you as the pattern of that 


worthy perſon, from whom, under a gracious GoD,, 


you. derive your very being, 


A MosT cordial and reverential effeem for the di- 
vine word, was one of his remarkable qualities. Thoſe 


oracles of Heaven were his principal delight, and his 
inſeparable companions. Your gardens, your ſolitary 
walks, and the hedges of z our fields, can witneſs, with. 
What an unwearicd aſſiduity he exerciſed himſelf in 
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the law of the Lozn. From hence he fetched his 


| 
| maxims of wiſdom, and formed his judgment of things, his! 
| The ſacred precepts were the model ot his tempers, . wed, 
| and the guide of his life, while the precious promi/es 2 
were the joy of his heart, and his portion tor ever, 8 
TWPROVING company was another of his moſt 1 
| reliſhing pleaſures. Few gentlemen were better fur- The 
| niſh.d, either with richnels of fancy, or copiouſneſs R 
| of expreſſion, to bear a ſhining part in converſation, ke ( 
| With theſe tal-nts, he always endeavoured to give os 
| ſome uſcful, and gencrally ſome religious turn to the SO 
| diſcourſe. Nor did he cver refl ct with greater com- 251 
| placency, on his ſocial h:-urs, than when they tended on a 
| to glorify the ctcrnal Mjeſty; and to awak-n in him i: | 
| {elt and others, a more lively feng of devotion. Ti 
| To pr yet for the good of others, wis his frequent c 1 
fludy; and to carry thole benevolent contrivances in * 
execution. his tavourite employ, When viſited by the T 
young perſons of the neighobourhood, far from taking 8 
an ungraceful pride to iuitiate ti em in debauchery, or = | 
confirm them in a riotous habit; it was bis inceſſant BE 
| aim, by finely- adapted perſuaſives, to encourage them e. 
. in induſtry, and eſtablith then in a courſe of ſohriety; pie 
3 to guard them againit the allurements ot vice, and Fo he 
| | animate them with the principles of picty. A noble 4 
kind of hoſpitaluy thi: ! which will probably tranſmit 
0 its bencfi.ial influence to their earthly pe ſſeſſions; to 3 
| their futuſe families; and cv<u to their everlatting ſtare, as 
x A convicTicn of human indigence, and a tho- uber 
EF A pp r . ; uſef 
rough perſuaſion of the divine all-tufficiency, induced be 
| | him to be frequent in prayer. lo proſtrate himtelf- Mon 
1 in profound ador ation, betere that infinitely exalted. « q 
1 Being, who dwells in light in, cceſſible, was! i, glory; 
[] to implor« the conti uanct ot the almighry avour, B 
| | and thc 1ncreale 01 all Chriſtian graces, was bis gain. ami; 
In thoſe mouv-ents, no doubt, he remembered you, 3 
| dir, with a particular earncit..:fs; and lodg d many flanc 
an ardent piluitwu in the court of Haven, ior you 
his liica 


DEDICATION. | Il 


his infant-ſon. Ceaſe not to ſecond them with your 
own devout ſupplications, that they may deſcend up- 
on your head, © in the fulneſs of the bleſſings of the 
« goſpel of peace.“ 


To give their genuine luſtre to all his other endow- 
ments he was careful to maintain an humble mind. 
Though his friends might admire his ſuperior abilities, 
or his acquaintance applaud his exemplary behaviour, 
he ſaw how far he fell ſhort of the mark of his high 
calling: ſaw, and lamented his defects: ſaw, and re- 
nounced himſelf : relying, for final acceptance, and 
endleſs felicity, on a better righteouſneſs than his own ; 
even on the tranſcendently perfect righteouſneſs, and 
inconceivably precious death of Js s the Redeemer, 
This was the rock of his hope, and the very crown 
of his rejoicing. 


Trrse, Sir, are ſome of the diſtinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſtics of your deceaſed parent. And, as you had 
the misfortune to loſe ſo valuable a relative, before you 
was capable of forming any acquaintance with his 
pon 3 I flatter myſelf, you will the more attentive- 
y obſerve his picture. This his moral picture; de- 
ſigned, not to be ſet in gold, or ſparkle in enamel, 
but to breathe in your ſpirit, and to live in all your 
conduct, — Which, though it be entirely your own, 
calculated purely for yourſelf, may poſſibly, (like the 
family pieces in your parlour, that glance an eye upon 
as many as enter the room), make ſome plealing and 
uſeful impreſſion on every beholder. — May every one, 
charmed with the beautiful image, catch its reſem- 
blance; and each, in his reſpective ſphere, “ go and 
6% do likewiſe,” 


Bo r you, Sir, are peculiarly concerned to copy the 
amiable original. As the order of an indulgent pro- 
vidence, has made you heir of the affiuvent circum— 
flances ; let not a gay and thoughtleis inadvertance, cut 
you off from the richer inheritance of theſe noble qua- 
lifications,—Theſe will be your ſecurity amidſt all the 

plittering 


— LOO 


— 2 3 —— — rU 1 — 


——— — — ee a ed a nm ——. 4 
—__— » 


== as > 4 , * — 
— — 
—_ —U— rn — . RO” _ 
———ů ———P — 
—— — — es — ——— —ä— 2 " 
„ 


— — — — 


iv DE DIC AT TO N. 


glittering dangers; which are inſeparable from bloom- 
ing years, and an elevated ſiinition in life, Theſe are 
Four path, your ſure and only path, to true greatneſs, 
and ſolid happinels. Tread in theſe ſteps, and 
you cannot fail of being the darling of your friends, 
and the favourite of Heaven, Tread in theſe fteps, 
and you will give inexpreflible joy to one of the beit 
of mothers ; you will become an extenſive bleſſing to 
your fellow- creatures; and which, after ſuch moſt en- 
£aging motives, is icarce worthy to be mentioned, you 
wil be the delight, the honour, and the boalt of, 


Dear Sir, 
Teur wift offeFienate Godfather, 
And faithful humble ſervant, 


Weſton-Favel, near 
Northampton, 


July 14. 1747» 


JAMES HERVEY. 
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have alrealy exerciſed our ſpeculations on the 

tombs - and flowers; ſurveying nature covered 

wit / the deepeſt horrors, and arrayed in the richeſt 
beauties, Allegory taught many of the objeTs to ſpeak 
the language of virtue ; while imagination lent her co- 
luring, to give the leſſons an engaging air. — And 
this with a view of imitating that divine Inſtructor; 
who commiſſioned the lily , in her filver ſuit, to remon- 
firate in the ear of unbelieving reaſon : who ſent his diſ- 
ciples, (men ordained to teach the univerſe), to learn 
maxims of the laſt importance from the moſt infignificaat 
birds *, that wander through the paths of the air; from 
the very meaneſt herbs *, that are ſcattered over the 


face of the + ground. 


Emboldened 


* Matth. vi. 26. 28. 29. 30. 

+ C-lebrated writers, as Demoſthenes and Cicero, Thucydides and Lis 
Vy, are obſerved to have a ſtile peculiar to themſelves. Now, 
whoever conſiders the diſcourſes of Chrif, will find a ſtile by which 
he remarkaily diſtinguiſh $ himſelf, and which may property be called 
HIS OW N. Majeſtic, yet familiar; happily uniting dignity with 
condeſcenſion; it conſiſts in teaching his followers the /u' m2? truths, 
by (piritualizing on the moſt common occurrences : which, beide its 
being level to the loweſt apprehenfiuns; and admirably ad ted to 
ſteal into the moſt inattentive heart; is accompanied with thi, ver 
ſingular adv-ntage, that it turns even the ſphere of buſineſs into a 
fe bool of inſtruftizn; and ren lers the moſt ordinary objects a ſet of 
monitors, ever ſoliciting our regard. becauſe ever preſent te oar 
ſenſes.— So that | believe, it may be ſaid of this amiible n th. in 
which our Lok D conveyed; as well as of that powerful energy, whi. h 
attended his doct ines; That never man ſpake like this man._— Te 
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Emboldened by the kind acceptance of the pre- 
ceding ſhetches, I beg leave to confide in the ſame be- 
nevolence of taſte, for the protection and ſupport of the 
two remaining efſays ; which exhibit a proſpect of till 
life, and grand operation: which moralize on the moſt 
compoſed, and moſt magnificent appearances” of thing. 
In which fancy is again ſuffered to introduce her 


imagery: but only as the handmaid of truth: in order 


40 dreſs her perſon, and diſplay her charms; to engage 
the attention, and win the love, even of the gay, and 
of the faſhionable. Which is more likely to be effected, 


by forming agreeable pictures of nature, and deriving. 


inſtructive ebſervaticns : than by the laboricus method 
of long. deduced arguments, er cleſe connected rea» 
ſongs. The contemplation of the heavens and 


the earth, of their admirable properties, and beneficial 


changes, has always afforded the meſt exalted gra- 
tification to the human mind. In compliance with this 
prevailing taſte. I have drawn my ſerious admonitions 
From the jtupendeus theatre, and variegated ſcenary of 
the univerje. That the reader may learn his duty, 
from his very pleaſures : may gather wiſdom, ming led 
with virtue, from the maſt refined entertainments, and 
noblæſt delights, | 

Ihe evening, drawing her ſables over the world, 
and gently derkening inte Night, is a ſeaſon peculiarly 
preper for ſedate conſideratian. All circumſtances con— 


bare? approzching, he reminds his diſciples of a far more imp or- 
tant harveſt, John iv. 35 Matth xiii, 39. when immortal beings 
ſhall be reaped trom the grave, and gathered in from all the quarters 
of the earth; when every human creature fhall ſuſtatv the charac- 
ter of valuable wheat, or deſpicable tares 3 and accordingly be lodg- 
ed in ma:.fion of everlaſting ſecurity. or conſigned over to the rage 
of unquenchi ble fie, In his chaige to fifbcrnen, when they are 
comnicencing preachers. Matth iv. 19. he exhoits them, contorm- 
aby to the natuſc of their late occupation, to uſe the fame afſiduity 
and adde in winning ſoul-, as they were wont to exercate in catch- 
ing the finny picy. But, ter a furiber illuſtration ot this no 
Iefs / ful, than curious ſul ject, I would refer ny reader to a moſt 
valuable note, is Sir 1ſaac Newton's obietvations on the prophecies; 
P. 145. 4to cdition. 
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Pur, to huſh our paſſions, and ſoot be our cares ; fo tempt 
bur ſt-bs abroad, and prompt our thoughts to ſerious 
reflection. 


Then is the time, 

For thoſe whom wiſdom, and whom nature 
charm, 

To ſteal themſelves from the degen'rate croud, 

And ſoar above this little ſcene of things; 

To tread low thoughted vice beneath their feet 

To ſoothe the throbbing paſſions into peace; 

And woo lone quict in her filent walks “. 


T he favour I would ſolicit for the firſt of the follows 
ing compoſitions is, That it may be permitted to attend, 
in ſuch retired and contemplative excurſions. To attend, 
nit under the character of a friend, at leaſt in the 
humble capacity of a ſervant, or a page :——as 4 
ſervant, to open the door sf meditation, and remove 


every impediment f9 tho/e beſt exerciſes of the mind: 


which blend advantage with amuſement, and improve 
while they deaght : -— as a page, to gather up the 
unſtable, flutuating train of fancy ; and collect her 


fickle powers into a conſiſtent, regular, and uſeful habit 
of thinking. 


The other, converſant among the ſtarry regions, 
would lead the imagination through th;ſe beautiful 
tracks of unclouded azure ; and point out to the judg- 
ment, ſome of thoſe aſtoniſbing particulars, which . 
eminently ſignalize the celeſtial worlds. A praſpect 
this, to which curioſity attracts cur eyes, and to which 
ſcripture itſelf often directs our tudy. A proſpect, of 
all others moſt excellently calculated, to enlarge the 
foul, and ennoble its conceptions ;, — to give the high- 
eſt apprehenſiens of the everlaſting Gop, and create 
ſentiments of becoming ſuperiority, with relation to all 
tranſitory intere/ts ; m a word, to furniſh taith 
with the ſureſt foundaticn, for a fleady affiatice, and 
true mag nanimity of ſpirit ; to afford piety the ſtrong- 
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eſt motives, beth fer a lively gratitude, and præſound 


weneration. 


While Galilæo liſts his tube, and diſcovers the pro- 
digious magnitude of theſe radiant orbs ; while 
Newton meaſures their amazing diſtances, and unites 
the whole ſyſtem, in harmonious order, by the ſubtle in- 

vences of attratlion :=— 1 wou!td only, like the herald 
before that illuſiricus Hebrew“, proclaim at every 
turn, “ Bow the knee, and adore the almighty Maker 3 
« magnify his eternal name, and make his praiſe, like 
« all his works, to be glorious ? 


Gen. ali. 43. 


The 


CONTEMPLATIONS 


ON THE 


Wi a 27 


Night is fair Virtues immemorial friend: 
The conſcious moon, through ev'ry diſtant age, 
Has held a lamp to Wiſdom, 


Night-Thoughts, No V. 
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ders the leaſt ſpark viſible ; and at the ſame time, ſnatches 
From our ſight, all the lovely diſtinctions ¶ things, 33 
Sleep; its chearing nature; the gift of Heaven; 
fine preparatives for its approach; the kindneſs of Pro- 
vidence in guarding our flumbers, 35— Dreams ; their 
wnaccountable addneſs ; many people's waking thoughts 
no leſs chimerical, 3a — 4 very ſingular, and very happy 
circumſtance, attending ſleep and dreams, 41—Ghofts ; our 
unreaſonable timorouſneſs on this fanciful occaſien ; the 
true object of fear; the reality and deſign of apparitions, 
deduced from a paſſage in Job 42—The cowl; its gloomy 
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ſultry heats abated, invited me to the recrea- 
tion of a walk: a walk, in one of the nel 
receſſes of the country ;, and in one of the molt plea» 

fant: evenings, which the ſummer- ſeaſon produced. 
The lines and elms, uniting their branches over 
my head, formed a verdant canopy, and caſt a moſt 
refreſhing ſhade. Under my feet lay a carpet of na- 
ture's velvet ; grals intermingled with mois, and em- 
broidered with flowers. Jeilamines, in conjunction. 
with woodbines, twined around the trees; dilplayinz 
their artie/5 beauties to the eye, and. diifuling their: 
delicious ſweets through the air. Oa either ſide, the 
boughs, rounded into a ſet ot regular arches, opened 
a vic w into the diftant ſield, and preſented me with a. 
a proſpect of the bending ies. The little birds, all 
joyous and grateful for the tavours of the light, were 
paying their acknowledgments in a fribut? of harm» 
ny, and footbiag themicives to reſt with fongs. While 
' a French horn, from a neighbouring ſeat, ſeat its. 
melodious accencs, ſoftened by the length of their paſ- 

ſage, to complete the concert of the grove. 

Roving ia this moſt agreeable manner, my thoughts: 
were ex:rciſed on a ſubject, more dzlightful than tne 
8 3 Heaton, 


Ta buſineſs of the day diſpatched, and the 
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ſeaſon, or the ſcene. I mean our late fignal vitory 
over the united forces of intgine treaſon, and foreign 
invaſion, A victory, which pours joy through the 
preſent age, and will tranſmit its influences to genera- 
tions yet unbosn. Are not all the bleſſings, which 
can endear ſociety, or render life itſelf deſirable, cen- 


tered in our preſent happy conſtitution, and auſpiciaus 


government? Ard were they not all ſtruck at, by 
that impious and horrid blow, meditated at Rome z 
levelled by France; and ſeconded by factious /pirits 
at home? Who then can be ſufficiently thanktul, for 
the gracious interpoſition of Providence; which has 
not only averted the impending ruin, but turned 
it, with aggravated confuſion, on the authors of our 
troubles ? 

Mcthinks, every thing. valuable, which I peſſeſs; 
every thing charmirg, which 1 beholdz conſpire to 
enhance this ever-mcmorable event. To this it is 
owing, that I cap ramble unmoleſted along the vale of 
Frivate liſe, and taſte all the innocent ſatisfactions of 
a contemplative retirement. Had rebellion * ſuccecd- 
ed in her octeſtable defigns : inſtead of walking with 
fecurity and camplacence in thele flowery paths, 1 might 
have met the af/of/n with his dagger: or have beæen 
cbliged to provide for my ſafety, by abandoning my 
habitation.—Farcwell then, ye fragrant ſhades; ſeats 
of meditation, end calm repoſe} 1] thould have been 
Criven from your {cred retreats, to make way for 
ſome inſulting vitier,— Farewell, then, ye pleaſing tolls, 
end whoklome amuſt ments of my rural hours! I 
{ſhould no more have reared the tender fßauer to the 
ſun; no more have taught the alier to expand her 
bougbs; nor have tetched, any longer, from my kits 
eben -· garden, the pureſt ſupplies of health. | 

Had rebellion ſusceeded in her deteftable deſigns; 


inſtcad of being regaicd wich the ic of the woods, 


„ Refcrring. to the tcbellion, ſet on foot in the year 1945, 
which, for Kveral months, made a very alarming progreſs in che 
Noth —— but was bapyl'y extinguiſhed by the glorious aud deci- 
fre baitle of Culiwuens 
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I might have been alarmed with the ſound of the trum- 
pet, and all the thunder of war. Inſtead of being en- 
tertained with this beautiful landſtip, I might have be- 
held our houles ranſacked, and our villages plundered ; 
I might have bebeld our fenced cities encompaſſed 
with armies, and our fruitful fields “ clothed with 
deſolation;“ or have been ſhocked with the ftill more 
frightful images of “ garments rolled in blood,” and 


of a ruthin's blade reeking from a brother's heart, 


Inſtead of peace, with her chearing olives, ſheltering 
our abodes inſtead of zu/tice, with her impartial ſcale, 
ſecuring our goods; perſecution had brandithed her 
ſword, and flavery clanked her chains. 

Nor are thele miſeries imaginary only, or the 
creatures of a groundleſs panic. There are, in a 
neighbouring kingdom, who very lately experienced 
them in all their rigour “. And, if the malignant 
ſpirit of Popery, had forced itſclf into our church; 
if an abjured Pretender, had cut his way to our throne z 
we could have norealon to expect a mitigation of their 
ſeverity, on our behalf. But, ſuppoſing the tes 
der mercies of. a bigotted uſurper, to have been tome» 
what leſs cruel ; yet where, alas ! would have been 
the enccuragement, to cultivate our lutle portion; or 
what pleaſure could ariſe, from an improved ſpot; if 
both the one and the other lay, every moment, at 
the mercy of aul puer? This embittering cir» 
cumftance would ſpoil their reliſh; and by rendering 
them a precarious, would render them 2 joyle/s ace 
quiſition.—— In vain, might the vine ipread her 
purple cluſters; in vain, bes laviſh ot her generous 
Juices 3 it Zyranny, like a ravenous harpy, thould be 
always hovering over the bowl, and ready to inatch it 
from the lip ot indu/try, 

Liberty, that deareit of names; and property, that 


* See 2 pamphlet, intitled, Popery always the ſume. V hich con- 
tains a Battative of the perjecutigns, aud icvere hasdſhips, latc:y 
ſuſſered by the Proteſtants, in the ſouthern parts of France; nd cloics 


with a molt ſe. enable, alu ming, and jpirized addreſs to the inhabitants 
ot Great . Printed 174. 
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beſt of charters; give an additional, an inexpreſſible 


charm, to every delightful object. 


See how the 


declining fun has beautified the wefern clouds; has 
arrayed them in crimſon, and ſkirted them with gold, 


Such a refinement of our domeſtic bliſs, is property; 
| ſuch an improvement of our public privileges, is liber- 


ty. When the lamp of day ſhall entirely with- 
draw his beams, there will ſtill remain the ſame cole 
lection of floating vapours ; but UV b how changed, 
how gloomy r The carnation bluſhes no more; the 


golden edgings are gone; and all the /ovely tinges are 
loſt, in a /eaden- coloured louring ſadneis. Such would. 


be the aſpect, of all theſe ſcenes of beauty; all theſe 
abodes. of pleaſure; if expoſed continually to the 


caprice of arbitrary ſway, or held in a ſtate of abj=& 


and cringing dependence. 


The light of heaven has almoſt finiſhed his daily 


race, and haſtens to the goal. He deſcends lower 


and lower; till his chariot- wheels ſcem to hover on 
the utmoſt verge of day. And, what is ſomewhat 


remarkable, his orb, upon the point of ſetting, grows 
broader: the ſbadows, juſt before they are loſt in. 


undiſtinguithed darkneſs, are furprifingly lengthened *. 


Like bleſſings, litile prized, while peſſeſſed: but 
highly eſteemed, the very inſtant. they are preparing 
for their flight; bitterly regretted when once they are 
gone, and to be ſcen no more. 

The radiant globe is, now, half immerſed beneath 


the duſky earth. He is taking his leave of our hemiſ- 
phere, and gilds the plains with a languid luſtre.— 


But, could 1 view the /ea, at this juncture, it would. 


yield a moſt amuſing and curious ſpectacle. The 


rays, ſtriking horizontally on the liquid element, 


give it the appearance of floating glaſs: or, re- 
flected in many a diiterent direction, form a 


beautiful multiplicity of colours. 


as he walks along the ſandy beach; and, loſt in pen» 


five attention, liſtens to the murmurings of the 


Majcreſſue cadunt altis de NToulibus Unbra. 


Virg. 
reſtleſs 


A ſiranger, 


reſtlet 
tions 
wond 
with 
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reſtleſs flood; is agreeably alarmed by the gay decora- 
tions of the ſurface, With entertainment, and with 
wonder, he ſees the curling waves, here gliſtering 
with white, there glowing with purple; in one place, 
wearing an azure tincture; in another, glancing a 
caſt of undulating green; in the whole, exhibiting a 
piece of fluid ſcenary, that may vie with yonder penſil 
tapeſtries, though wrought in the loom, and tinged 
with the dyes of heaven. 
But, while I am tranſported by fancy to the ſhores 
of the ocean, the great luminary is ſunk beneath the 
horizon, and totally diſappears. The whole face of 
the ground is overſpread with ſhades; or with, what 
one of tbe fineſt painters of nature calls, a dun cbſcu- 
rity. Only a few very ſuperior eminences are tipt 
with ſtreaming filver. The tops of groves, and lofry 
towers, catch the /aft ſmiles of day“; are ſtill irradia- 
ted by the departing beams.—But, oh | how tranſient 
is the diſtirction! how momentary the gift! Like all 
the bleſſings, which mortals enjoy below, it is gone, 
almoſt as oon as granted. See! how languithingly it 
trembles on the leafy ſpire; and glimmers, with a dy- 
ing faintneſs, on the mountain's brow. The little vi- 
vacity, that remains, decays every moment, It can no 
longer hold its ſtation. While I ſpeak, it expires 
and reſigns the world to the gradual approach of night, 


Now twilight grey 
Has in her ſober liv'ry all things clad +. 


Every object, a little while ago, glared with light; 
but now, all appears under a more qualified luſtre. 
The animals harmonize with the inſenſible creation; 
and what was gay in thoſe, as well as glittering in 
this, gives place to an univerſal gravity, lu the me 

ws, all was jocund and ſportive: but now the 


* See this remarkable appearance, delicately deſcribed, and 
wrought into a compariſon, which, in my opinion, is one of the 
moſt juſt, beautiful, and noble pieces of 1magery, to be tound in 
modern poetry. Night-Thoughts, No II. p. 42 4t0 Edit. 

T Milt. Var. Left, B. iv. I. 598. . 8 


gameſome 


16 CONTEMPLATIONS 


gameſome lambs are grown weary of their frolics; 
and the tired ſhepherd has impoſed filence on his pipe. 
Is the branches, all was ſprightlineſs and ſong : but 
now the lively green is wrapt in the deſcending 
glooms; and no tuneful airs are heard, but only the 
plaintive ſtock-dove, cooing mournfully through the 
grove, — Should I now be vain and trifling, the 
heavens and the earth would rebuke my unſeafonable 
levity. Therefore, be theſe moments devoted to 
thoughts, /edate, as the cloling day; ſolemn, as the 
face of things. And, indeed, however my ſocial 
hours are enlivened with innocent pleaſantry, let every 
evening, in her ſable habit, toll the bell to ſerious con- 
fideration. Nothing can be more proper, for a crea- 
ture that borders upon eternity, and is haſting conti- 
.nually to his final audit; than daily to flip away from 
the circle of amuſements, and frequently to relinquiſh 
the hurry of buſineſs, in order to conſider and adju 

the things that belong to his peace.” | 


SINCE the ſun is departed, from whence ean it 
roceed, that I am not involved in pitchy darkneſs ? 
hence theſe remainders of diminiſhed brightneſs ? 
which, though ſcarcely forming a refulgence, yet 
ſmoothe the rugged brow of night. I ſee not the ſhi- 
ning orb, and yet am cheared with a portion of his 
ſoftened ſplendors. Does he remember us, in his 
progreſs through other climes; and ſend a detachment 
of his rays, to e/cort us in our further motions ; or co- 
ver (if I may uie the military term) our retreat, from 
the ſcene of action? Has he bequeathed us a dividend 
of his beams, ſufficient to render our circumſtances 
eaſy, and our ſituation agreeable ? till ſleep pours its 
ſoft oppreſſion on the organs of ſenſe; till ſleep ſuſ- 
pends all the operations of our hands; and entirely 
ſuperſedes any more occaſion for the light. 
No: it is ill judged and unreaſonable, to aſcribe 


this beneficent conduct to the un. Not unto him ; 


not unto him ; but unto his Almighty Maker, we are 


obliged, for this noble preſent, this valuable * 


ON THE NIGHT. 17 


The gracious Author of our being, has ſo diſpoſed 
the collection of circumambient air, as to make it 
productive of this fine and beneficial effect. The ſun- 
beams, falling on the higher parts of the aerial fluid, 
inſtead of paſſing on in ſtrait lines, are bent inward, 
and inflected to our fight. Their natural courſe is 
over-ruled, and they are bidden to wheel about; on 
purpoſe to favour us with a welcome and ſalutary vis 
fit, By which means, the bleſſing of light, and the 
ſeaſon of buſineſs, are conſiderably prolonged. And, 
what is a very cndcaring circuniſtance, prolonged 
moſt cor ſiderably; when the vehenicnt heats of ſum- 
mer, incline the /udent to poſtpone his walk, till the 
temperate evening prevails; when the important las 
bours of the harveſt, call the hu/bandman abroad, be- 
fore the day is fully riſen, 


Ars all the ardors of the ſultry day, how revi- 
ving is this coolneſs !—"Dhis gives new verdure to the 
fading plants; vow vivacity to the witnering flowers; 
and a more exquiſite 7ragrancy to their mingled ſcent. 
—By this, the air allo receives a new force, and is 
qualified to exert iticlf with greater activity: to brace 
our limbs; to heave our lungs and co-operate, with 
a briſker impulie, in perpetuating the circulation of 
our blood. —— This I might call the grand alembic of 
nature: which Giſtils her moſt fovereign cordial, the 
refre thing dews. Iuceſſunt heat would deſtroy the 
pearly drops, or obtige them to evaporate in imper- 
ceptible exhalatiops. Turbulent winds, or even the 
gentler motions of Aurora's fan, would diſſipate the 
riſing vapours, and not ſuffer them to come to a co- 
alition. But favoured by the {tilivets, and condenſed 
by the coolneſs of the night, they form that finely-tems 
pered humidity, which chears the vegetable world, as 
fleep exhilarares the animal. 

duch are the advantages of /olifude, The world is 
a troubled ocean; and who can erect ſtable purpoſes, 
on its fluctuating waves? The world is a ſchool of 
wrong; and who does not feel himſelf warping to its 
| pernicious 
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pernicious influences“? On this /ea of glaſs +, how 
inſenſibly we ide from our fed/aftneſs ! Some ſacred 
truth, which was ſtruck in lively characters on our 
ſouls, is obſcured, if not obliterated. Some noble 
reſclution, which Heaven had wrought in our breaſts, 


is ſhaken, if not overthrown. Some enticing vanity, 


which we had ſolemnly renounced, again practiſes its 
charms, and again captivates our affections. How 
often has an unwary glance, kindled a fever of irre- 
gular defire in our hearts? How often has a word of 
applauſe dropped luſcious poiſon into our ears; or 
ſome diſreſpectful expreſſion, raiſed a guſt of paſſion in 
our doſoms ? Our innocence is of ſo tender a conſlit u- 
tion, that it ſuffers in the promiſcuous crowd; our 
purity of ſo delicate a complexion, that it ſcarce touches 
on the world, without contracting a ſtain, We ſee, 
we hear, with peril. 

But here ſafety dwells, Every meddling and in- 
trufive avocation is ſecluded. Silence holds the door 
againſt the ſtrife of rongues, and all the impertinences 
of idle converſation. The buiy iwarm of vain images 
and cajling temptations ; that beſet us, with a buzzing 
importunity, amidit the gaicties of life; are chaſed 
by theſe thickening ſhades. H-re I may, without 
diſturbance, commune with my own heart; and learn 
that beſt of ſciences, to know mic. Here the foul 
may rally her viflipated powers, and grace recover 
its native energy, — This is the opportunity to rectify 
the evil impreſſions, and expel the contagion of cor- 
rupting examples. This is the place where I may, 
with advant ge, apply myſelf to ſubdue the rebel 
within ; and be maltcr, not of a /ceptre, but of my/elf. 


| ——- Throng then, ye ambitious, the /evees of the 


powerful; 1 will be punctual in my afignations with 
ſolitude. Toa mind intent upon its own improve- 
ment, ſolitude has charms incomparably more en- 
. Nunguam a turba mores, quos extuli, refers. Aliguid, ex eo qued 
compoſui, turtatur ; aliguid, ex his gue fugavi, redit. Inimica eft multo- 
rum coyverſatio. Senec. 


1 Rev. 1. 2, 38 
Baging, 
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gaging, than the entertainm-nts preſented in the 
theatre; or the honours conferred in the drawing roam. 


I sa1D ſolitude, - But am I then alone Alt is true, 
my acqiintance are at a diſtance, I hive ſtole away 
from company, and am remote from all human obſer- 
vation. — But that is an alarming thought, 


Millions / ſpiritual creatures walk the earth, 
Unſeen, both when we wake, and when we ſleep *. 


Perhaps there nt1y be numbers of thoſe invi/ible be- 
ings, patrolling this fame retreat; and joining with me 
in contempliting the Creator's works. Perhaps, thoſe 
miniflering ſpirits, who rejoice at the converſion of a 
finner, and hold up the goings of the righteous, may 
follow us to the loncly receſs; and, even in our moſt 

folitary moments, be our conſtant attendants.— What 

a pleaſing awe is awakened by ſuch a reflection] How 
venerable it renders my retired walks! 1 am ſtruck 
with reverence, as under the roof of ſome facred edi- 
ce; or in the preſence-chamber of ſome mighty mo- 
narch, O] may I never bring any pride of imagina= 
tion, nor indulge the leaſt dil lute affection; where 
ſuch refined and exalted intelligences exerciſe their 
watch! | 

It is p-/ib/e, that I am encompiſied with ſuch a 
cloud of witneſſes; but it is certain, that Gon, the 
infinite and eternal Gop, is ever with me. 'The great 
Jenovan, before whom all the angelic armies bow 
their heads, and veil their faces, ſurrounds me; ſup- 
ports me; pervades me. Ia Him l live, move, and 
« have my being.” The whole world is his auguſt. 
temple; and in the moſt /equeſtered corner, I appear 
before his adorable Majeſty, no leſs than when 1 wor- 
ſhip in his houſe, or knecl at his altar. In every place, 
therefore, let me pay him the homage of a heart 
cleanied from idols, and devoted to his ſervice. In 
every circumſtance, let me feel no ambitian, but to 

pleaſe him; nor covet any happineſs, but to enjoy him. 
* Milt. Par. Loſt, B. IV. I. 677. 


Vor. II. Ho w 
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How ſublime is the deſcription, and how ſtrikin 
the ſentiment, in that noble paſſage of the Pſalms ! 
Whither ſhall I ga from thy Spirit, or whither ſhall I 
flee from thy preſence ? If 1 climb up ints the heights of 
heaven, thou art there inthroned in light. V I go 
down to the depths of the grave, thou art there alſo in 
thy pavilion of darknefſs. HF 7 retire to the remoteſt 
eaſtern climes, where the morning firſt takes wing z if, 
ſwifter than the darting ray, 7 paſs to the oppoſite 
regions of the weſt, and remain in the uttermoſt parts 
the ſea * : ſhall I, in that diſtant ſituation, be beyond 
thy reach; or, by this ſudden tranſition, eſcape thy 
notice ? So far from it, that could I, with one glance 
of thought, tranſport myſelf beyond all the bounds 
of creation, I ſhould ſtul be incircled with the immen- 
ſity of thy efſence ; or rather, ſtill be incloſed in the 
h:ll:w of thy hand. Important and delightful truth! 
let it be interwoven with every thought; and become 
one with the very conſciouſneſs of my exiſtence | that 
I may continually walk with Gon, and conduct my- 
ſelf in every ſtep of my behaviour, “ as ſeeing H1M 
« that is inviſible.” 

They are the happy perſons; /elicity, true felicity, 
is all their own ; who live under an habitual ſenſe of 
God's omnipreſence, and a ſweet perſuaſion of his ſpe- 
cial love. If dangers threaten, their impregnable de- 
fence is at hand; nothing can be ſo near to terrify, as 
their almighty Guardian to ſecure them. —To theſe, 
the hours can never be tedious ; and it is impoſſible 
for them to be alone. Do they ſtep aſide from the 
occupations of animal lite? a more exalted ſet of em- 
ploy ments engage their attention. They addreſs theme 
{clves, in all the varicus acts of devotion, to their 
heavenly Father, who now ſees in ſecret, and will here- 
after reward them openly. They ipread all their wants 


* Pſal. cxxxix. 9.8, 9+ There is, I think, an additional ſtrength 
and beauty in the thought; if, with the learned Me Mudge, we 
ſuppiiſe an antitheſis between the two clauſes of this laſt verſe, as 
there evidently is between thoſe of the preceding; and that th 
expreſs, in a poctical ſtile, the extremities of the EH and 7 Weſt 

| slore 
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before his indulgent eye, and diſburden all their ſor- 
rows into his compaſſionate boſom. Do they wich- 
draw from human ſociety? they find themſelves under 
the more immediate regards of their Maker. If they 
reſign the ſatisfactions of ſocial intercourſe; it is to 
cultivate 2 correſpondence with the condeſcending 
Deity, and taſte the pleaſures of divine friend/hip. 
—— What is ſuch a fate, but the very ſuburbs of 
heaven? What is ſuch a conduct, but an antipaſt of 
eternal bleſſedneſs? 


Now, my ſoul, the day ig ended. The hours are 
all fled: they are fled to the ſupreme Judge, and have 
given in their evidence. An evidence, regiſtered in hea- 
ven, and to be produced at the great audit. Happy 
they ! whoſe improvement has kept pace with the 
fleeting minutes. Who have ſeized them, as they ad- 
vanced; and engaged them in the purſuit of wijdem, or 
the /zrvice of virtue. 

How is the day gone, almoſt as ſoon as it dawned |! 
he ſilent moments flip away inſenſibly. No thief 
ſteals more unperceived from the pillaged houſe. 
Where- ever we are, however employed, time purſues 
his inceflant courſe. Though we are liſtleſs and dila- 
tory ; the great meaſurer of our days preiles on; ſtill 
prefles on, in his unwearied career; and whirls our 
weeks, and months, and years away. Is it not then 
ſurpriſingly ſtrange, to hear people complain of the 
tediouſneſs of their time, and how heavy it hangs upon 
their hands? To fee them contriving a variety ot a- 
muſing artifices, to accelerate its flight, and get rid 
of its burden? — Ah] thoughtleſs mortals! Why need 
you urge the headlong torrent?! Your days are ſwifter 
than a Fg ; which, carry ing diſpatches of the laſt im · 

ortance, with unpremitted ſpeed ſcours the road. 
hey pals away like the nimble ſbips; which have the 
wind in their wings, and {kim along the watery plain, 
They haſten to their deſtined period, with the rapidity 
of an cagle; which leaves the ſtormy blaſt behind her, 
1 2 while 
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while ſhe cleaves the air, and darts upon her prey * 
And now it is gone, how hrt it appears! When 
my fond eye bcheld it in zer/pefive, it ſeemed a very 
conſiderable ſpace. * Minutes crouded upon minutes, 
and hours ranged behind hours, cxhibited an exten- 
five plin, and flattercd me with a long progreſſion of 
pl-aiurcs. But upon a retroſpeftive view, how won. 
derfully is the ſcene altered | The landſkip, large and 
ſpacious, which a warm fancy drew, brought to the 
teſt of cool experience, ſhrinks into a ſp n. Juſt as 
the ſhores vaniih, and mountains dwinule to a ſpot, 
when the failor, furround:d by ſkies and ocean, 
throws his laſt lock on his notive land, —How clearly 
do I row diſcover the cheat! . it never impoſe 
upon my unwary imagination again! J Hos there 1s 
nothing abiding on this fide eternity. A Ing dura- 
tion, in a ſtate of nite exiſtence, is mere ulujion. 
Perhaps, the hbeaithy, and the gay, may not readily 
credit the ſerious truth; eſpecially from a young pen, 
and ncw to its employ. Let us then refer ovurfclves 
to the decillon of the ancient. Aſk ſome venerable 
old perſon, that is juſt marcning off the mortal ſtage z 
How many have been the days of the years of thy life ? 
It was a monarch's queſtion, and therctore can want 
no recommendation, to the faſhionable world. 
Odſerve, bow he ſhakes his howry locks, and, from a 
deep-fclt conviction, replies: Fourſcere years have 
« finiſhed their rounds, to furrow thele cheeks, and 
« clothe this head in ſnow. Such a term may ſeem 
« long and large, to inconſiderate youth, But, oh! 
% how thort, how ſcanty, to one that has made the 


8 Job ix. 25. 26. By theſe three very expreſſive 1 images, the ins» 
ſpi:ed poet repreſents the unixtermitted and rapi. flight of time. I he 


paſlage is illuſtrated with great judgment, and cqual — L in Dr 


Grey's moſt ingenious abridgment ot ochun. Dug trivus in ele- 
mentis veleciſſ ma, hic admirabili cum emphaſi congerunt ur.” In terris, nil 
pernicius curſore, & quidem leti quid ferente, Kapidius tamen adbuc un- 
da, non ſecant, fed fuper vel: 15 navigiola papyro contexta. Omutum 
| rapidif me derem grandi us alis permetitur «quila, pracipiti lapſu tue us ia 
prędam. 

+ Gen. x1vii. 8. 
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ge experiment? Short, as a gleam of tranſient ſunſhine ; 
« ſcanty, as the Jbadow that departeth.“ Methinks, 
& jt was but yeſterday, that I exchanged my childiſh 
« ſports, for manly exerciſes; and now, I am reſigning 
© them both, for the ſleep of death, As ſoon as we 
&« are born, we begin to draw to our end; and how 
4 ſmall is the interval, between the cradle and the 
« tomb lO] may we believe this teſtimony of ma- 
ture age! May every cvening bring it, with clearer 
evidence, to our minds! And may we form ſuch an 
eſtimate of the little pittance, while it is upon the ad. 
vancing hand; as we ſhall certainly make, when the 
fands are all run down ! | : 

Let me add one refl-Etion on the work to be done, 
while this ſhuttle is flying through the loom T. A 
work of no {mal} difliculty, and yet of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence, — Haſt thou not ſeen, haſt thou not heard 
of the excellent of the earth; who were living images 
of their Maker? His divine likeneſs was trans fuſed 
into their hearts, and beamed forth in all their con- 
duct. Beamed forth in the meekne/s of wiſdom, and 
purity of affettion ; in all the tender offices of love, 
and all the noble efforts of zeal. Jo be ſtampt with 
the {ame beautiful ſignature, and to be followers of 
them, as they were of CHRIST ; this, this is thy buſi- 
net. On the accompliſhment of this, thy eternal a/l 
depends. And will an affair of tuch unſpzakable 
weight, admit of a momenr's delay, or conliſt with 
the leaſt remiſſueſs? E pecially, fince much of thy 
appointed time is already clapled; and the remainder 
is all uncertainty, ſave only that it is in the very act 
to fly. Or ſuppoſe, thou hadſt made a covenant with 
the grave, and waſt aſſured of reaching the age of 
Methujeiah;, how toon would even /uch a leuſe expire! 
— Exticud it, it you pleaſe, ſtill farther; and lect be 
eo-exijient with nature itielf: yet, how ipcedily will 
the con;ummation of all things commenre ! For, yet 
a very little while, and the commilliuncd «archangel 


. My days are {wifter than a weaver's ſhuttle, Job vii, 6. 
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lifts up his hand to heaven, and ſwears by the almighty 
Name, That time ſhall be no longer *, Then, abuſed 
opportunities, will never return; and new opportu- 
uities, will never more be offered. Then, ſhould ne- 
ligent mortals with, ever ſo paſſionately, for a few 
PAS ;—a few moments only ;—to be thrown back 
from the opcning eternity; thouſands of worlds would. 
not be able to procure the grant. 
Shall J no be induſtrious to Horten, what is no 


longer than a pan; or to quicken the pace, of what 


is ever on the wing * Shall I ſquander away what is 


* This alludes to the beginning of Reel tiors, the xth; which, 
abſtracted from its ſpuitugl meaning, and con dered only as a ſtate». 
ly piece of machinery, well deſerves our attem ion; and | will ven» 
ture to ſay, has not its ſuperior, perhaps n't its equal, in any of the 
moſt celebrated maſters of Greece and Rome, — Ail th.t is gloumy 
or beautiful in the atmoſphcre, all that is ſt-iking or magnificent. 
in every element, is taken in to heighten the idea. | Yet nothing is. 
diſproportionate ; but an uniform air of incff.ble Maje! y, gleatens; 
cxalts, ennobles the whule.———Be plcatca to oblerve the pe os 
this auguſt perſonage, All the brightne's of the ſun ſhincs iu his 
countenance, and all the rage of the tire burns id his teet. Sce 
his ar perel; the clouds compoſe his robe, an the drapery of the ſky. 
floats upon ht: ſhoulders, The ran w torms his diadem; and, 
that which © compaſſeth the heaven with a glati us circle,” is the 
ornament of his head, — Behold his. attizude. One tout ſtand on 


the occan, and the other teſts on the land. The wide=catcndcd, 


earth, and the world of waters, ſeive as. pedeſtals tor th ſe mighty, 
columns-—— Cunſides the «tion, His hand is Jitied up to the he ght 


of the ſtars. tic ſp! «ks; aud the regiuns of the fir mament echo with, 


the mighty acce; te, as ihe widu_hi-dela:t rclou d with the licn's 
roar The arvilery of the ſkics is diicherged at the fignaly a peal 
of ſevenfold thunder ſpicids the alarm; ond priepires the world to 
IEccive his orders. — To fnith all; and jive ie hi, heſt gravdeur, as 
well as the, utmeſt fo-cmnity, to the, repgie tent hon; heat the decrees 
that iſſucs trum his mouth. He /wears - Him that live b for ever and 


ever. Ia whatever manner, 10 wazcfhic a perton had expreſſed him-. 
ſelf; be, could not fail of. command: yy vamverſal atteotion. But. 
when he cor fien's by tpecch, by,« moſt tacicd aud 1nviilible oatb; 


We ae bot Ooh Wwrapt ay cat i. {perice, bu ove. whelmed with the 
profoundeſt awe. He 1wears, 1% time ſoil be ng wh; 5h \\ as 
ever voice {0 tyli of terror, fo big with Wonder? It p.oclaims, not 


the fall of cm; ires, but the tinal period of things. It ſtorkes if. 


the wheels ot nature, bids ages and gencrationgy caic to roll; and, 
witt one potent word, configas a whule W]. Id over to diltzol:tion, 


Ie i> 04, among a muttjud:, Ot YE y tublime and mz jlerly , 
Frekes, ww be tound, in chat two much pegiceted book—tie Viewe, 


unutterabiy. 
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wnutterably important, while it laſts; and, when once 


departed, is altogether irrevocable * O] my foul, 


forbear the folly; torbear the deſperate extravagance, 
Wilt thou chide as a /4iterer, the arrow that boundeth 
from the ſtring; or ſweep away diamonds, as the re- 


Fuſe of thy houſe ?—Throw time away! aſtonifhing, 


ruinous, irreparable profuſencſs! Throw empires a- 
way, and be blameleſs. But O] be parſimonious of 
thy days; huſband thy precious hours. They go con» 


nected ; indiſſolubly connected, with heaven or hell“. 


Improved, they are a ſure pledge of everlaiting glory; 
wajied, they are a tad preiace to acvel-cnding contus 
gon and anyuith, 


Wu a prefound ſilence has compoſed the world |! 
fo profound is the ſilence, that my very breath ſeems 
a noiic ! the ticking of my watch is diſtinctly heard; 
if 1 do but ſtir, it creates a diſturbance.— There is, 
now, none of that confuſed din, from the tu— 
multuous city: no voice ot jHvial ruſtics, from the 
ncighbouring meadow: no chirping melody, from 
the ſhady thicket, — Every hp is tcaled 3 not the leaſt 
whiſper invades the air; nor thc leaſt motion ruſtles 
among the boughs. Echo hericlt fleeps unmoleſted. 
The expanded car, though all attention, catches no 
ſounq, but the /iquid lapje of a murmuring ſtream, 


All things are huſb d, as nature's ſelf lay dead. 


If, in the midſt of this deep and univertal compoſure, 
ten thaſand bellowing thunders ſhould burſt over my 


head; and rend the ſkics with their united vollics; U! 


remember to have ſcen, upon a ſun-dial in a phyſician's gar- 
den at Northumpton, the following 1N:+CRIPTION; which, | think, 
is the moſt proper motto, tor the inſtrun ent that ncaturtes our time ; 
and the moſt ſtriking admonition, winch can poiſibly be. gives, to e- 


very eye that glances upon it; — Ab hoc Moments pendet AEternitasse. 
y iche ef which, | know nut how to CXPICls IB 


he weight 
E gli, more happily thau in thoſc words ot Dr Watts, 


Good God! on what a flender thread. 
[Or, on what a moment of time] 
Hapg everlaſting things l. 


how. 


rr 
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how ſhould I bear fo unexpefed a ſbock? It would ſtun 
my ſenſes, and confound my thoughts. I ſhould 
ſhudder in every limb; and, perhaps, fink to the 
earth with terror. Conſider then, O mortals ! con- 
ſider, what a much more prodigions and amazing call, 
will, ere long, alarm your ſlceping bones. When the 
tenants of the tomb have flumbered, in the moſt un- 
diſturbed repote, tor a multitude. of ages; what an 
inconceivable conſternation muſt the ſhout of the arch. 
angel, and the trump ot Gop, occaſion | Will it not 
wound the ear of the ungodly; and afiright, even to 
diſtraction, the impenitent ſinner? The flupendous 
peal will tound through the vaſt of heaven; will ſhake 
the foundations of nature; and pierce even the deep- 
eſt receſſes of the grave. And how, O! how will the 
priſaners of divine juſtice, be able to endure that tre- 
mendous ſummons, to a more tremendous fribunal? — 
Do thou, my ſoul, liiten to the fill voice of the go- 
ſpel. Attend, in this thy day, to the gracious invita- 
tions of thy Saviour, 'Then, thall that great mid- 
night-cry loſe its horror, and be muſic to thy cars. It 
ſhall be welcome to thy reviving clay, as the tidings 
of liberty to the dungeon-captive; as the year ot jubi- 
lee, to the haraticd fave. Ihis, this ſhall be us 
charming import, . Awake, and ſing, ye that dwell 
% in duft *,” 


WHar a general ceſſation of affairs, has this duſky 
hour introduced! A little while ago, all was hurry, 
hurry. Lite and activity exerted themſelves, in a thous» 
land buſy forms. Ihe city ſwarmed, with paſſing. 
and rep«fling multitudes. All the country was iweat 
and cCuit, The air floated in perpetual agit:tion, by 
the flitting birds, and humming becs. Art lat prying, 
with her piercing cyes; while ind, plicd her reſt- 
leis hauds. — Bur ſee; how all tuis tcrvent and im- 
pctucus buſtle, is fled with the tctting iun, Ihe beaſts. 
are fluvk to their grafly couch; and the winged. 


I xxvi. 19g, 


people 
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eople are retired to their downy neſts. The hammer 
25 reſigned its ſounding taſk, and the file ceafes to 
repeat its flying touches. Shut is the well-frequentel 
ſhop, and its threſhold no longer worn by the test of 
numerous cuſtomers. The village-ſwain lies drowned 
in flumbers; and even his truſty dog, who, for a con- 
ſiderable time, ſtood centry at th: door, is extended 
at his eaſe, and ſnores with his maſter. In every 
place, fil reclines her head, and application Folds her 
arms. All intereſts ſcem to be forgot; all purſuits 
are ſuſpended; all employment is funk away; {uns 
away, like the flattering myriads, that lately ſported 
in the ſun's departing rays, It is Ike the Sabbath of 
univerſal naturez or, as though the pulſe of lite 
ſtood till. . 

Thus will it be with our infiaitely momentous con- 
cerns ; when once the ſhadows of the evening, that long 
evening which follows the footſteps of death, are 
firetched over us. "The dead canaot ſeck unto Gop; 
the living, the living along, are pofleſſcd of this in- 
eſtimable opportunity . © There is no work or de- 
© vice, no repentance or amendment, in the grave F, 

© whither 


Nunc, unc proberand's, & acri 
Fizgendas fine fine rota. Pers, 

Fchol4! cw is the accepted time, B-hoid! zou is the day of ſal- 
vation, 2 Cor vi. 2. 

ft They who are gone down to the grave, are repreſented (If, 
XXX94iil. 11.) by the phraſe, 1490 5 rendered by Vilrias 
ga, Tho;e that inhabit the land of intermiſſi;u or ceſſation. Which 
prevents ail appearance of faut) in the ſentence; and is, I think, 
a valuable imp::vement ot the tranſlation 3 as it Conveys an idea, not 
only diſtinc from the preeeding, but of a very poctical and very 
aſſlicting vature ; ſuch as was perfect y natural for the roy.l finger, 
and royal fufF-rer, to dwell upon, in his deiponding moments. —— 
Thus incerpreted, the ſenſe will run; ** 1 ſhall fee man no more; I 
+ thall be cut « {f trom the cheartul ways gf men, and all the ſweets 
* of human ſocigty. And what is a father aggravation of the 
© threatened {troke, Ill, by its taking place, be numbered with 
& thoje, thit inbabit the land of entire cg and inactivity: wire 

there will be no more pothbility, of contributing to the bap- 
pincſs of my kingdom; no more opportunity, of advan«s 
5 cing my Crcatoz's glory, or of making my own tiaal ſalvation 
+ ſure. 
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& whither we are all haſting.” When once that c/o- 
ſing ſcene is advanced, we ſhall have no other part to 
act on this earthly theatre. Then the fluggard, who 
has ſlumbered away life in a criminal inactivity, muſt 
lie down in hopeleſs diſtreſs, and everlaſting ſorrow. 
Then that awful doom will take place, “He that is 
« Holy, ici him be holy ſtill; and he that is Flthy, let 
„him be filthy for ever.“ 

Is it fo, my ſoul? Is this the only, enly time allot- 
ted, for obtaining the great reward, and making thy 
ſalvation jure? And art thou lulled, in a vain ſecuri- 
fy ; cr dreaming on, in a ſupine inadvertency ? Start, 
O!] ſtart from thy trance. Gird up the loins of thy 
mind, and work while it is day. Improve the pre- 
ſent ſeed-time, that eternity may yield a joyful har- 
veſt. — We eſpecially, who are watchmen in Jrael, 
and minifters of the glorious goſpel; may we be awa- 
kened, by this conſideration, to all aſſiduity in our 
holy office. Some or other of our people, are ever 
and anon departing into the inviſible ſtate ; all our 
Friends are making inceſſant approaches to their long 
home; and we cur/ſelves ſhall very ſhortly be trant- 
mitted to the confinement of the tomb. This is the 
favourable juncture, wherein alone we can contribute 
to their endleſs welfare. This is the crifis, the all- 
important criſis, of their final felicity. Inſtantly, there. 
fore, let us pour in our wholeſome inſtructious; in- 
ſtantly let us ply them with our earneſt exhortations. 
A moment's delay may be an irreparable lots ; may be 
an irretrievable ruin, While we procraſtinate, a fatal 
ſtroke may intervene ; and place us beyond the power 
of adminiſtering; or place them beyond all poſſibility 
of receiving any ſpiritual good ® _ 

How 


— A ſentiment like this, is grand and important; full of 
piety, and full ot bencvolence; removes all ſuſpicion of unbeco- 


ming puſillanimity, and does the higheſt bouour to the menarch's 


character. 

* The caſe repreſented by the prophet, (1 Kings xx. 40. ), ſeems 
perfectly applicable, on t is occaſion. As thy /crv.nt was buſy bere 
and tbere, be was gone, So while we are Either remiſs in our function, 

| os 
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How frequently is the face of nature changed! 
and, by changing, made more agreeable /— The long 
continued glitter of the day, renders the ſoothing 
ſhades of the evening doubly welcome. Nor does the 
morn ever purple the eaſt with ſo pleaſing a luſtre, as 
after the ſullen gloom of a dark and black night. 
At preſent, a ca/m of tranquillity, and undiſturbed 
repoſe, is ſpread through the univerſe, 'The weary 
winds have forgot to blow. The gentle gales have 
fanned themſelves aſleep. Nothing ſtirs. Not ſo much 
as a fingle leaf nods. Even the quivering aſpin reſts, 
And not one breath curls Ger the ſiream. ——Sometimes 
the tempe/t ſummons all the forces of the air; and 
pours itſelf, with reſiſtleſs fury, from the angry north. 
The whole atmoſphere is toſſed into tumultuous con— 
fuſion, and the watery world is heaved to the clouds. 
The aſtoniſhed mariner, and his ſtraining v: ficl, now 
ſcale the rolling mountain, and hang dreadfully viſible 
on the broken ſurge : now ſhoot, with headlong im- 
petuoſity, into the yawning gulph; and ncither hulk, 
nor maſt, is ſeen, The ſtorm {weeps over the conti- 
nent; raves along the city- ſtrects; ſtruggles through 
the foreſt-boughs; and terrifics the ſavage nations, 
with a howl, more wildly horrid than their own. The 
knotty oaks bend before the blaſt; their iron-trunks 
groan ; and their ſtubborn limbs are dathed to the 
ground. The lofty dome rocks; and even the lolid 
tower totters on its baſs, 

Such variations are kindly contrived, with an evi- 
dent condeicenſion to the fickleneſs of our taſte, Be- 
cauſe, a perpetual /amilarity of objects would create a 
cold di/guft ; theretore, the indulgent Father of our 
race has diverſified the univerial ſcene, and bid every 
appearance bring with it the charm of nyveity.— But 
this circumſtance is as beneficial as it is entertaining. 
Providence, ever gracious to mortals, ever intent up- 


or laying ourſelves out upon iner cores, the people of eur charge 
may be gone; gone beyond the influence of our counſels ; he- 
youd the teach of our prayers; —gone into the-unchangeaole and e- 
ternal ſtate. 

on 
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on promoting our felicity: has taken care to mingle, 
in the conſtitution of things, what is pleaſing to our 
imagination, with what is ſerviceable to our intereſts. 
The piercing winds, and rugged aſpect of winter, 
render the balmy gales, and flowery ſcenes of ſpring, 
peculiarly delightful. At the fame time, the keen 
froſts mellow the foil, and prepare it for the hand 
of induſtry. The ruſhing rains impregnate the glebe, 
and fit it for a mapazine of plenty. The earth is a 
great laboratory; and December's cold collects the 
groſs materials, which are ſublimated by the refining 
warmth of May. The air is a pure elaſic fluid; 
and was it always to remain in this motionleſs ſerenity, 
it would loſe much of its active ſpring ; was it never 
apitated by thoſe wholelome concrf/:ons, it would con- 
tract a noiſome, perbaps, a peſtileutial taint, Inſtead 
of puriiyirg, it would corrupt the vital juices; and, 
inſtead of inhaling refreſhments, our reſpiration 
might be a ſource of cifeates ; or every gaſp we draw 
might be death *.— How then ſhould we admire! 
Oh! how ſhould we adore that happy unicn of benig— 
pity and wiſdom z which, from a vari-ty of diſpenſa- 
tions, produces an uniformity of good; a perpetual 
ſucceſſion of delights, and an uninterrupted ſeries of 
advantages! 

The e! is now at its height: and I cannot but 


* Corficerirg the in menſe quantity of coals, and other com- 
buſtibe materials, tht are daily conſumed, and evaporate nto the 
air. Conpfidering the rumberlets fteams, ard clouds of ſmi ke, tiat 
almoſt cont'Eually overwLelm por! lous cities; he noufurre ex- 
balaticns that if from th1cnyged infirmaries, and loachſom e jails 5 
from { agnating Jokes, ard punid fens ;— the variety of offc alive 
and unwl olekcme eu ia, that p- oceed from other cauſes; : it 
is a very rcwarkab'e it [lance of a providence, at Once tenderly kind, 
and infnitely powerful, that marking is n e ated vii Hench; that 
the at is ut yk d with | 1. Ihe air is the con.mon ſewer, into 
wb chi ten thouſand tines en thouſend nuifal ces are incellantly diſ- 
cCharzed; and yet is preterved ſ» thoroughly clevr, as to afiord the moſt 
U ani. alent medmom ci viſieng o acli ley naduls tory, as tO tranſ- 
mit, with all magirallc diftii Onels, every diverbty of ſound; fo 
per fei) pure, a> tO be the ccuitant rener of the fluids, in every a- 
nimal thai breathes, 


admire 
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admire the obliging manner of its taking place. It 
comes not with a blunt and abrupt incivility, but 
makes gentle and reſpechſul advances. A precipitate 
tranfition, from the ſplendors of day, to all the hor- 
rors of midnight, would be both inconvenient and 
frightful. It would bewilder the traveller in his jour- 
ney ; it would ſtrike the creation with amazement z 
and, perhaps, be pernicious to the organs of ſight. 
Therefore, the gloom ruſhes not upon us inſt in- 
taneouſly, but increaſes by flow degrees; and, ſending 
twilight before as its harbinger, decently advertiſes us 
of its approach, By this means, we are neither alarm- 
ed, nor incommoded, by the change; but are able to 
take all ſuitable and tim=ly meaſures for its reception, 
— Thus graciouſly has Providence regulated, not on- 
ly the grand viciſitudes of the ſeaſons, but allo the 
commen interchanges of light and darkneſs, with an 
apparent reference to our comfort. 

Now, the fierce inhabitants of the foreft forſake their 
dens. A thouſand grim forms, a thouſand growling 
monſters, pace the deſart. Death is in their jaws, 
while, ſtung with hunger, and athirſt for blood, they 
roam their nightly rounds. Ol -nfortunate tra- 
veller, overtaken by the night, in thoſe diſmal wilds ! 
How muſt he ſtand aghaſt, at the mingled yell of 
ravenous throats, and lions roaring after their prey |! 
Defend him, propitious Heaven! or elle he mult ſee 
his endearing ſpouſe, and hail his native home, no 
more | Now, the prowling wolf, like a murderous 
ruffian, dogs the ſhepherd's footſteps, and betets his 


. bleating charge. The fox, like a craity felon, ſteals to 


the thatched cottage, and carries off the feathered booty. 
Happy for the world, wer: theſe the only deſtroyers 
that walk in darkneſs. But alas! there are ſavayes 


in human ſhape ; who, muffl-d in ſhades, infeſt the 


abodes of civiliz:d life. Ihe ſons of violence make 
choice of this ſcaſon *, to perpctrate the moſt out- 


. —_ When Night 


Darkens the ſheets, then wander forth the ſons 
Ot Belial, fluwy with infolence and wine. Milton. 
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ragecus acts of wrong and robbery. The adulterer waits 
eth for the twilight; and, baſer than the villain on 
the highway, betrays the honour of his boſom- friend. 
Now, Faction forms her cloſe cabals, and whiſpers her 
traiterous inſinuations. Now, reb*l/icn plans her accurſed 
plots, and prepares the train to blow a nation into ruin. 
Now, crimes, that hide their odious heads in the day, 
haunt the ſeats of ſocicty, and ſtalk through the gloom 
with audacious front. Now, the vermin of the ſtews 
c 2wl from their lurking holes, to wallow in fin, and 
fe:d on the venom of the night. Each ſoothing himſelf 
with the 7ond notion, "Fbat all is ſafe; That no eye ſees. 
And are they then concealed? Piepoſterous mad- 
men! To draw the curtain between their infamous 
raCtices, and a litile jef of mortals; but lay them 
open, to all theſe chaſte and wakeful eyes of Heaven *. 
Are they then concealed? No, truly ; were theſe vi- 
gilant luminaries cloſed ; an eye keener than the light- 
ning's flaſh, brighter than ten thoutand ſuns, beholds 
their every motion. Their thickeſt ſhades are beaming 
day , to the jealous In{p:&tor, and ſupreme Judge of 
human actions. Deluded creatures! have ye not 
heard, have ye not reac, * That clouds and darkneſs 
« are his majeſtic reſidence ?” In that very gloom, 
to which you fly for covert, he erects his throne, 
What ycu reckon your ſcreen, is the bar of his tribu- 
nal. O] remember this: ſtand in awe, and ſin not. 
Remember, that the great and terrible Gop is about 
your path || when you take your midnight range; is 
about your bed, when you indulge the looſe deſire ; 
ai 


* 


Sed luna videt, ſed ſidera teſtes 
Intendunt oc ulis. 


+ This is finely and very forcibly expereſſcd, hy the Pſalmiſt : I 
Jay, Prudventme the darkneſs ſball cover me, then ſoail ny night be 
iter cd 316 day: or, as it may be rendered fomewhat more emphati- 
caily, Even the night ſtall be broad day light all around me, Pſal, 
CIIIIX. o. | a 

$ al. icvii. 2. 

Int original words are much ſtronger than the tranſlation. 
TM) «nad FTVYADTN fignify, Thou fifte/t my path; and art fa- 
miliarly, Or miimatcly, acquainted with all my ways. The form er, I 

a pprchend, 
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and ſpies out all your ways, be they ever ſo ſecretly 
conducted, or artfully diſguiſed, 


SOME minutes ago, a peffenger croſſed along the 
road. His horſe's foot ſtruck the ground, and fetch- 
ed fire from a flint, My eye, though at a diſtance, 
catched the view; and ſaw, with great clearneſs, the 
bright ſparkles: of which, had I been ever ſo near, I 
ſhould not have diſcerned the /eaft glimpſe under the 
blaze of day.—S9 * when ſickneſs has drawn a vet! 
over the gaicty of our hearts; when misfortunes have 
eclipſed the ſplendor of our outward circumſtancss; 
how many important convidlions preſent themicives 
with the brighteſt evidence! Under the ſunſhing of 
proſperity they lay undiſcovered; but, when ſome in- 
tervening cloud has darkened the ſcene, they emerge 
out of their obſcurity, and even glitter upon our 
minds, Then the world, that deluſive cheat, con- 
feſſes her emptineſs: but Jesus, the bright and 
morning ſtar, beams forth with inimitable luſtre. 
Then vice loſes all her fallacious allurements; that 
painted (trumpet is horrible as the hags of hell: bur 


virtue, deſpiſed virtue, gains lovelineſs from a louring 


providence, and treads the ſhades with more than 
mortal charms. — May this reconcile me, and all the 


ſms of ſorrow, to our appointed ſhare of ſuffering | It 
tribulation tend to diflipate the inward darkneſs, and 


pour heavenly day upon our minds; welcome di- 


apprehend, denoting the erat cognizance which the Almighty ta» 
keth; the latter implyiog the conſtant inſpettion which he exerci- 
ſeth ; over all the circumſtances of our conduct, Pſal. cxxxix. 2. 

I beg leave to inform the young gentleman, whoſe narmg dignifies 
my dedication; that this was a remark of his honovred father, when 
we rode together, and converſed in a duſky evening, I mention 
this circumſtance, partly, to ſecure the paragraph from contempt ; 
partly, to give him, and the world, an idea of that eminently ſerious 
taſte, which diftiaguiſh:d my deceaſed friend. The lejs obvious 
the reflctlion, the more clearly it diſcovers a turn-of mind remarka- 
bly ſpiritoal; which wou'd ſuffer nothing to eſcape, without yield- 
ing ſome religious improvement: and the meaner the incideit, tlie 
more admirable was that tertility of imagination, which could de- 
duce the gobleſt truths from the moſt trivial occurrences. 


FS ſtreſs 
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ſtreſs; welcome diſappointment z welcome whatever 
our froward fleſh, or peeviſh paſſions, would miſcal 
calamities. Theſe light affliftions, which are but for a 
m:ment, ſhall fit ealy upon our ſpirits; ſince they be- 
friend our knowledge; promote our faith; and ſo, 
« work out for us, a far more exceeding and eternal 
« weight of glory *.“ 


How has this darkneſs ſnatched every ſplendid and 
grace ful object from my fight! It has daſhed the 
ſponge over the pictures of ſpring, and deſtroyed 
all the delicate diftinficns of things. Where are now 
the fine tinges, that ſo lately charmed me from the 
glowing parterre ? The bluſh is ſtruck out, from the 
cheeks of the roſe; and the ſnowy hue is dropt from 
the lily. I caſt my eyes toward a magnificent feat 
but the aſpiring columns, and fair-expanded front, 
are mingled in rude confuſion, Without the ſun, all 
the elegance of the blooming world is a mere blank ; all 
the /ymmetry of architecture a /hapeleſs heap. 

Is not this an expreſſive emblem of the /ovelineſs 
which the Sun of righteouſneſs transfules into all that 
is amiable ? Was it not for Jesus, and his merits, 
I ſhould figh with anguiſh of ſpirit; even while I rove 
through ranks of the moſt beautiful flowers, or breathe 
amidit a wilderneſs of ſweets. Was it not for JesUs, 
and his merits, I ſhould roam like ſome dy/con/olate 

ſpefire, even through the ſmiles of creation, and the 
careſſes of fortune. My converſation, in this world, 


* 2 Cor. iv. 17. The great Stephens, that oracle of Grrcion learns 
ing, tranſlates our apoſtle's phraſe x25" urs CO, Dn0 nibil ma- 
jus dici aut fingi peteſt. But how does the ſenſe rite ! how is the idea 
enlarged, under 1wo ſuch forcible ex preſſions !—T he whole verſe is 
a maſterpiece of the beautiful antitheſis, the lively deſcription, and 
the nervous dition. It is one of thoſe noble paſſages in the infyired 
writings, which, like ſome rich aromatic plants, can not be ttauster- 
red from their own gencrous and native ſoil, without being impair- 
ed in their vivacity, and loſing much of their delicacy. Perhaps, 
the following verſion may be ſomewhat leſs inj:irious to the facred 
original, than the common tranſl tion; — Dur very light offliftion, 
which is but. juſt for the preſent moment, worketh out @ far more en- 
ceeding, an incomparab.y great, and elerual weight of glory. 


though 
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N though dreſſed in the molt engaging forms of exter- 
! nal pleaſure, would be like the paſſage of a condemned 
a maleſactor, through eaamelled meadows, and bowers 
2 of bliſs, to be broke upon the wheel, or tortured to 
p death upon the rack, But a daily rejleftion on the 


LaMs's atoning blood; a comfortavle truſt, that my 
ſoul is reconciled through this glorious expiation; this 
is the ray, the golden ray, that irradiates the face of 
the univerſe. This is the oil of beauty, which makes 
all things wear a chearful aipect; and the gil of glad- 
neſs, which diſpoſes the ſpectator to behold them with, 
delight *. This, this is the facred charm, that teaches 
nature, in all her operations, ſo exquilitely to plcale. 


nn r mmm mon 


« Max goeth forth to his work, and to his labour, 

& till the evening.” But then his ſtrength fails; his 
ſpirits flag; and he ſtands in nced, not only of tome 
reſpite from toil, but of ſome kindly and fovereiga re- 
Ffreſbments.— What an admirable proviſion for this 
purpole, is fleep! Sleep introduces a moſt welcome 
vacation, both for the ſoul and body. The exerciles 
of the brain, and the labours ot the hands, are at once 
diſcontinued. So chat the weary limbs repair their 
exhauſted vigour : while the pen/ive thoughts drop 
their load of ſorrows, and the % ones reſt from tne 
fatigue of intenſe application. Moſt reviving cor- 
dial! Equally denelicial to our animal aud intellectual 


* Thus applied, that fine piece of fluter), addreſſed to the Hea- 
then emperot, is ſtrickly aud literally tue. 


Vultus ubi tuns 
Aſfuljit populo, gratior it dies, ; 
Et ſoles melius nitent. Hor, 


Which I would caſt in a Cbriſtian mould, and thus trandite $ 


Whew faith preſents the Saviour's death, 
And whiſpers, ** This is thine;“ 
Sweetly my rifing hours advance, 
And peacetully decline. . 
While ſuch my views, the radiant ſun 
Sheds a more ſprightly ray; 
Each object files ; all nature charms; 
1 ing my carcs away. 
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Powers. It ſupples the H machine, and keeps alt 
its nice movements in a proper poſture for eaſy play. 
It animates the thinking faculties with freſh alacrity, 
and rekindles their ardour for the ſtudies of the dawn, 
Without theſe enlivening recruits, how ſoon would the 
moſt robuſt cor ſtitution, be waſted into a wa/king 
freleton ; and the moſt learned ſage, degenerate into a 
hoary idiot !—Sometime ago, I beheld with ſurprize, 
poor Florio. His air was wild; his countenance meagre 
his thoughts roving, and ſpeech diſconcerted. Inqui— 
ring the cauſe of this ſtrange alteration, I was informed, 
that, for ſeveral nights, he had not clofed his eyes in 
ſlecp. Fer want of which ncble reflorative ; that 
ſprightly youth, who was once the life of the diſcourſe; 
and the darling of the company; is become a ſpectacle 
of miſery and horror, 

How many of my fellow-creatures are, at this very 


inſtant, confined to the bed of languiſhing ; and com- 


plaining, with that illuſtrious ſufferer of old, Wea- 
riſame nights are appointed to me *! Inſtead of in- 
dulging ſoft repole, they are counting the tedious 
hours; telling every ſtriking clock; or meaſuring the 
very moments, by their throbbing pulſe. How many, 
haraſed with pain, moſt paſſionately long to obtain 
ſome little truce from their agonies, in peaceful flum- 
bers! How many, fick with diſquietude, and reſtleſs 
even on their.downy pillows, would purchaſe this tran- 
ſi-nt oblivion of their woes almoſt at any rate I That 
v hich wealth cannot procure, which multirudes ſigh 
tor in vain, thy Gop has beſtowed on thee times out 
of number. The welcgme viſitant, punctual at the 
needed hour, has entered thy chamber, and poured 
his popps round thy couch; has gently cloſed thy 
eye-lids, and ſhed his flumbrous dews over all thy 
ſenſes. 

Since ſleep is ſo abſolutely neceſſary ; ; ſo ineſtimably 
valuable; obſerve, what a fine apparatus almighty 
gocdnels has made, to accommodate us with the 


* Job vii. 3. 
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belmy bleſſing. With how kind a precaution, he re- 
moves whatever might obſtruct its acceſs, or impede 
its influence! He draws around us the curtain of 
darkneſs; which inclines us to a drowly indolence, 
and conceals every object that might too itrongly agi- 
tate the tenſe. He conveys peace into our apartments 
and impoſes filence on the whole creation. Every 
animal is bidden to tread ſoftly, or rather to ceaſe 
from its motion, when man is retiring to his repoſe. 
May we not diſcern in this gracious diſpoſition of 
things, the fender cares of a nurjin2-mither ; who 
huthes every noiſe, and ſecludes every diſturbance, 
when ſhe has laid the child of her love to reit ? Ss, by 
ſuch ſoothing circumſtances, and gemily working 
opiates, He giveth to his beloved /leep *. 

Another ſignal inſtance of a Providence intent upon 
our welfare, is, that we are preterved ſae in the hours 
of ſlumber. How are we then loit to all apprehenſion 
of danzer; even though the murderer be at our bed- 
fide, or his naked ſword at our breaſt! Dcſtitute of 
all concern for ourſelves, we are unable to think of, 
much more to provide for, our own ſecurity. At thete 
moments therefore, we lie open to innumerable 
perils: perils from the reſiſtleſs rage of flames : perils 


from the infidious artifices of 7hieves, or the outrageous 


violence of robbers; without either vigilance to ob- 
ſerve the foe, or ſtrength to reliſt the aſſault: perils, 
from the irregular w:rkings F of our own thoughts, 

| and 


® Pſal. cxxvii. 2. 

+ I thi k, it is referable only to a ſuperintending and watchful 
providence, that we are not hurried, when our imagination is heated, 
and our reaſon ſtupiſicd by dreams, into the moſt pernicious actions. 
We have ſometimes heard of unfortunate pertuns, who, walks 
ing in their ſleep, have thrown themfſclves headlong from a window, 
and been daſhed to death on the pebbles Aad whence is it, that 
fuch diſaſtrous accidents are only reated as pieces ut news, not ex- 

eri:nied by ourſelves, or our fanulies? Were var niinds more ſober 
in their operations, or more citcumſpect in their regards? Nu, ves 
rily; no hing could be more wild, than their excurflons; none more 
ta4ttentive to their owu welfare, Therctotc, if we hive lard as 
d en, and ſlept in peace; it was, becauſe the LukxD vouchſafed us 
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and eſpecially from the incurſions of our ſpiritual 
enemy. What dreadful miſchief might that reſtleſs, 
that implacable adverfary of mankind work, were there 
not an inviſible hand to controul his rage, and pro- 
tect poor mortals! what ſcenes of horror might he 


repreſent to our imaginations, and © ſcare us with 


& dreams, or terrify us with viſions *!” But the 
Keeper of [/rael, who never ſlumbers nor ſleeps, inter- 
poſes in our behalf; at once to cheriſh us under his 
wings, and to defend us as with a /bie/d. It is ſaid of 
Sel:mon, That threicore valiant men were about his 
« bed; all expert in war; every one with his ſword 
c upon his thigh, becauſe of fear in the night +,” But 
one greater than Semen; one mightier than myriads 


of armed hoſts; even the great Jenovan, in whom 


is everlaſting ſtrength; he vouchfafes to watch over 
our ſl:eping minutes, and to ſtop all the avenues of 
ill. Oh! the unwearied and condeſcending goed. 
neſs of our Creator! who lle us to ret, by bringing 
on the ſilent ſhades; and plants his own ever-watch- 


the ſweet refreſhment; if we roſe again in ſafety; it was, becauſe 
the LORD ſuſtained us with his unrewitted protection. 

Will the candid reader excuſe me, if I add a ſhort ſtory, or ra- 
ther a matte, of fad, which 1 know to be true? — Two perions that 
had been hunting together in the day, ſlept together the following 
night. Onc of them was zencwing the purſuit in his dream; and, 
having run the whole circle of the chace, came, at laſt, to the fall 


of the ſtag. Upon this, he cries out with a determined ardor; T'/1 


kill bim: I'll ili him and immediately fecls for the knife, which 
he carried in his pocket. Bis compan.on, happening to be awake, 
and obſerving what paſled, leaped from the bed; and being ſecure 
from danger, ſtood (for the moon ſhined into the room) to view 
the event. When, to his incxpreſible ſurpriſe, the infatuated 
ſportiman gave ſeveral deadly ſtabs, in the very place, where, a 
moment before, the throat and the life of his friend lay. This 
J mention, as a proof, that nothing hinders us, even from be— 
ing ns of others; or murderers of ourſelves; amidſt the mad 
ſallies of fleep ; only che preventing care of our heavenly Father. 

* What a complete maſter that malignant ſpirit is, in exhibiting 
vi ſionary repreſentations, appears from his conduct towards CHRIST, 
on the Ligh mountain; and that he is too ready, if not reſtrained 
by an over-ruliag power, to employ his dexterity in afflitirg man- 
kind, is evident from his treatment of Fob. Sec Luke iv. 5. Job vii. 14. 

| 1 Cant. Iii. 7. 8. , 
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ful eye as our centinel, while we enjoy the needful 
repole. | 


REASON, now, reſigns her ſedate office; and 
fancy, extravagant fancy, leads the mind through a 
maze of vanity. The head is crowded with falſe 
images, and tantalized with the moſt ridiculous miſ- 
apprehenſions of things. Some are expatiating amidſt 
fairy-fields, and gathering garlands of viſionary bliſs ; 
while their bodies are ſtretched on a wiſp of ſtraw, 
and ſheltered by the cob-webs of a barn. Others, 
quite inſenſible of their rooms of ſtate, are mourning 
in a do/eful dungeon, or ſtruggling with the raging 
billows. Perhaps, with haſty ſteps, they climb the 
craggy cliff; and, with real anxiety, fly from the ima. 


ginary danger. Or elle, benumbed with ſudden fear, 


and finding themſelves unable to eſcape, they give up 
at once their hopes, and their efforts; and though re- 
clined on a couch of ivory, are ſinking, all helpleis and 
diſtreſſed, in the furious whirlpool. So unaccount- 
able are the vagaries of the brain, while ſleep main- 
tains its dominion over the limbs! 

But is this the only ſeaſon, when abſurd and inco- 
herent irregularitics play their magic on our minds? 
Are there not thoſe who dream, even in their waking 
moments ?—Some pride themſelves in a notion of /u- 
periar excellency, becauſe the royal favour has annex» 
ed a few iplendid titles to their names; or becauſe the 
dying filk-worm has bequeathed her fineſt threads, to 
cover their nakedneſs.—Others congratulate their own 
fignal happineſs, becauſe loads of golden lumber are 
amaſſed together in their coffers 3 or premiſe them- 


ſclves a moſt iupcriative felicity indeed, when ſome 


thouſands more are added to the uicleis heap. —Nor 
are there wanting others, who gape after ſubſtantial 
ſatisfaction from airy applaule ; and flatter themliclvcs 
with, I know not what, immortality in the momenta» 
ry buz of renown. Are any of theſe a whit more 
reaſonable in their opinians, than the poor ragged 
wretch in his reverics we, Wuile ſnoring under a 

hedge, 
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hedge, exults in the poſſeſſion of his ſtately palace, 


and ſumptuous furniture: If perſons who are 
very vaſſals to their own domineering paſſions, and led 
captive by numberleſs temptations : if theſe perſons 
pique themſelves with a conceit of their liberty, and 
fancy themſelves the generous and gallant ſpirits of 
the age; where is the difference between theirs and 
the madman's phrenſy; who, though chained to the 
floor, is throned in thought, and wielding an imagi— 
nary ſceptre ?—In a word, as many as borrow their 
dignity from a plume of feathers, or the gone? trap- 
pings of fortune; as many as fend their fouls to ſeek 
for bliſs in the blandiſhments of ſenſe, or in any thing 
ſhort of the divine favour, and a well-grounded hope 
of the incorruptible inkeritance “; what are they, 
but dreamers with their eyes open; delirious, though 
in health ? 

Would you ſee their picture, drawn to the very life, 
and the ſucceſs of their /chemes calculated v.ith the ut- 
moſt exattneſs ; caſt your eye upon that fine repre. 
ſentation, exhibited by the prophet: It hell be even 
as when a hungry man dreameth, and, beheld, he eateth ; 
bur he awaketh, and his ſoul is em, iy: or as when a 
thirſly man dreameth, and, beh:ld, he drinketh ; but he 
awaketh, and behold he i, faint, and his ſcul hath appe- 
tite +, Such is the race, and ſuch the prize, of all 


thoſe candidates for honour and joy ; who run wide of 


the mark of the high calling of Gop in CHRIST JE- 


sos. They live in vanity, and die in woe, — Awaken 


us, merciful Loxp, from theſe nomn-tide trances / 
Awaken us, while conviction may turn to our advan- 
tage, and not ſerve only to increaſe our torment, O 
let our “ eyes be enlightened, to diſcern the things 


“ that are cxcellent;” and no longer be impoſed up- 


on by fantaſtic appearances, which, however pompous 
they may ſeem, will prove mere empty than che vi- 


® Theſe give a ſacred, and homc- felt delight, 
A ſober certainty of waking bliſs. Milt. Cemus. 


} I. xix. 8. 
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fions of the night, more tranſient than the dream that 
is forgotten. 


HavixG mentioned ſeep and dreams, let me once 
again conſider thole remarkable incidents of our 
frame; ſo very remarkable, that I may venture to call 
them a kind of experimental myſtery, and little leſs 
than a ſtindins miracle —Behuld the myſt vigorous 
conſlituticn. when ſtretched on the bed of eate, and 
totally reſigued to the ſluinbers of the night. Its acti- 
vity is oppreiſed with fetters of indolence; its ſtrength 
is conſigned over to a temporary annihilation; the 
nerves are lik- a bow unſtrung, and the whole animal 
ſyſtem like + motionleſs log. —— Behold a perſon of 
the moſt d-/icate ſenſations, and amiable diſpoſiticns. 
His cycs, though thrown wide open, admit not the 
viſual ray, at leaſt, diſtinguiſh not objects. His ears, 
wich the organs ummpairsd, and articulate accents 
beating upon the drum, perceive not the ſound; at 
leaſt, appr:bend not the meaning. The ſenſes, and 
their exquiſitely fiat feelings, are overwhelmed with 
an unaccountable ſtupcfaction. You call him a focial 
creature; but where are his ſocial affections? He 
knows not the tather that begat him; and takes no 
notice of the friend, that is as his own foul. The 
wife of his boſom may expire by his fide, and he lie 
unconcerned is a barberian, The children of his 
body may be toriared with the ſevereſt pangs; and he, 
even in the fame chamber, remain untouched with 
the leaſt commilzration, Behold the moſt i, ge- 
nicils ſcholar : whote judgment is piercing, and able 
to trace the moſt intricate difficulties of ſcience; his 
taſte refined, and quick to relith all the beauties of 
ſentiment and compoſition. Yet, at this juncture, the 
thinkiag faculties are unhinged, and the intellectual 
&.0n0my quite diſconcerted. Inſtead of cloſe con- 
nected reaſonings, nothing but a disjointed huddle of 


ablurd ideas; iuſtcad of well-digeſted principles, no- 


thing but a diſorderly jumble of crude conceptions. 
The moſt palpable deluſions, impoſe upon his imagi- 
nation. 
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nation. The whole night paſſes, and he frequently 
miſtakes it for a fingle minute : is not ſenſible of the 
tranſition, hardly ſenſible of any duration. 

Yer, no ſooner does the morning draw back his 
curtain, and day-light fill the room, but he awakes, 
and finds himſelf poefjed of all the valuable endow- 
ments; which, for ſeveral hours, were /u/pended or 
loft. He feels his ſinews braced, and fit for action: 
his ſenſes are alert and keen. The frozen aff:ftions 
melt with tenderneſs : the romantic viſionary brightens 
into the maſter of reaſon, And what is beyond mea- 
ſure ſurpriſing, the intoxicated mind works itſelf ſo- 
ber, not by /low degrees : but in the twinkling of an 
eye, recovers from its perturbation. Why does 
not the numbneſs, that ſeizes the animal powers, 
continue; and chain the limbs in a perpetual liſtleſs 
inability? Why does not the ſtupor that deadens all 
the nice operations of the ſenſes, hold faſt its poſſeſ- 
ſion? When the thoughts are once diſactjuſted, why 
are they not always in confuſion ? How is it that they 
are rallicd in a moment; and, from the wildeſt irre- 
may reduced to the moſt orderly array? — 

rom an inadlivity, reſembling death; and from ex- 
travogancies, liitle Ciffering from madneſs; how 1s 
the body ſo ſuddenly reſtored to vigour and agility ? 
How is the underſtanding infantareorfly re- eſtabliſh- 
ed, in ſedateneſs and harmony? durcly, © this is 
« the Lok p's doing, and it ſhould be marvellous in 
© curevcs;” thould awaken our gratitude, and inſpirit 
our praiſe, 


THr1s is the time in which gs are ſuppoſed to 
make their appearance. Now ihe fimorcus imagination 
teems with phantoms, and creates numberle is terrors 
to itſelf, Now dreary forms, in ſullen ſtare, ſtalk 
along the gloom ; or, ſwitter than lightning, glide 
acrois the ſhades. Now voices more than mortal * are 

Vox quogue per Iucos vuge exrudita ſileutes 


Jugens, & fimulacra modis palientia miris 
Fija ſus e cuꝭ⁊ m noc lis. 


Virg. 
heard 
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heard from the echoing vaults, and groans iſſue 
from the hollow tombs. Now melancholy ſpectres 
viſit the ruins of ancient monaſteries, and frequent 
the ſolitary dwellings of the dead. They paſs and re- 
paſs in uuſubſtantial images, along the forſaken galle- 
Ties 3 or take their determined ſtand over ſome lament- 
ed grave. How often has the ſchoolboy fetched a 
long circuit, and trudged many a needleſs ſtep, in 
order to avoid the haunted church-yard? Or, if ne— 
ceſſity, ſad necetlity, has obliged him to croſs the ſpot, 
where human ſkulls are lodged below, and the baleful 
yews ſhed ſupernumerary horrors above; a thouſand 
hideous {tories ruth into his memory: fear adds wings 
to bis feet; he ſcarce touches the ground; dares not 
once look behind him; and bleſſes his good fortune, 
if no trighttul ſound purred at his heels, if no ghaſtly 
| ſhape bolted upon his fight “. 


| It is ſtrange to obſerve the exceſſive timidity, that 
; poſſeſſes many peoples minds on this fanciful occaſion: 
while they are void of all concern on others of the 
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molt tremendous import, Thoſe, who are ſtartled, in 
any dark and loncly walk, at the very apprehenſion of 
a ſingle ſpectre, are nevertheleſs unimpreſſæed at the 
ſure proſpett of entering into a whole world of diſem- 
bodied brings. Nay, are without any emotions of 
awe, though they know themſclves to be haſtening in. 
to the preſence of the great, infinite, and eternal Spi- 
rit. Should ſome pale meſſonger from the regions of 
the dead, draw back our curtains at the hour of niid- 
night; and, appointing ſome particular place, ſay, as 
the horcid apparition to Brutus, Jil meet thee there 4: 
[ believe, the boldeſt heart would feel ſomething like 
a panic; would ſeriouſly think upon the adventure, 
and bz in pain for the cvent. But when a voice from 
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® See that valuable poem, ſtiled TH GRAVE. | 

+ The ſtory of Brutus, and his evi! genius, is weil known. Nor 
muſt it be denicd, that the preciſe words ot the 'ſpcEre'to the hero 
were, Lil meet thee t Philippi. But, as this would not anſwer my 
A I was obliged to make an alte ation in the circumftance of 
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heaven cries, inthe awakening language of the prophet, 
Prepare to meet thy GOD, © Ifracl*; how little is 
the warning regarded ! how ſoon is it forgot! Pre- 
poſterous ſtupidity ! To be utterly unconcerned, where 
it is the trueſt wiſdom to take the alarm; and to be 
all trepidation, where there is nothing really terrible 
Do thou, my foul, remember thy Saviour's ad- 
monition ; © I will forewarn you, whom you ſhall 
« fear, Fear not theſe imaginary horrors of the 
« night; but fear that awful Being; whoſe revelation 
« of himſelf, though with expreſſions of peculiar 
« mercy, made Mc/es, his favourite ſervant, tremble 
« exceedingly: whole manifeſtation, with purpoſes 
« of incxorable vengeance, will make mighty con- 
« querors, that were familiar with dangers, and 
« eſtranged to diſmay ; call upon the mountains to 
« fall on them, and the rocks to cover them: the 
« menace of whoſe majeſtic eye, when he comes at- 
« tended with thouſand thouſands of his immortal 
« hoſts, will make the very heavens cleave aſun- 
« der, and the world flee away. O! dread. his 
« diſpleaſure; ſecure his favour; and then thou 
« mayſt commit all thy other anxzeties to the wind; 
« thou mayſt laugh at every other fear,” 

This brings to my mind a memorable and amazin 
occurrence, recorded in the book of Job : which is, 
I think, no inconſiderable proof of the real exiſtence 
of apparitions 2, on ſome very extraordinary emer- 

gencies 3 


Amos iv. 12. + Job iv. 12. 14. Cc. 

- + Proof of the real exiſtence of apparitions, if the ſenſe in which 
I have always underſtood this paſſage be true. E'ipbaz, 1 appre» 
hend, was pcither in a trance, nor in a dicam, but perfect y awake, 

- Though he ſpeaks of flecp; he ſpeaks of it, as fa len not 
upon bie, but upon ober men. He docs not mention dreums, 
though en Somuia, would have ſuited the verſe (it the book 
be in meice ,oltcgether as well as FMN Yijtoxes. It c id nor, 
J think, be a wind, as ſome tranſlate the word FIVY. Becauſe, the 
cireumſtance of landing till, is not fo compatible, with the nature 
of a wind; aud a wind would have paſſed above him; all around 
him, as well as before him; not to.add, how low a rcmaik t is, 
and how unworthy of a place in ſo auguſt a deſcription, that ks 

60 


2 „„ 3A „„ 


mts & 


8er 0 


ON THE NIGHT. 45 


gencies; while it diſcountenances thoſe legions of idle 
tales, which ſuperſtition has raiſed, and credulity re- 
ceived. Since it teaches us, that if, at any time, thoſe 
viſitants from the unknown world, render themſelves 
perceivable by mortals, it is not upon any errand of 
frivolous conſequence; but, to convey intelligences 
of the utmoſt moment, or to work impreſſions of the 
higheſt advantage. | 

It was in the dead of night. All nature lay ſhroud- 
ed in darkneſs. Every creature was buried in ſleep. 
The moſt profound ſilence reigned through the uni- 
verſe, In theſe folemn moments, Eliphaz alone, all 
wakeful and ſolitary, was muſing upon ſublime and 
heavenly ſubjects. When, lo! an awful being, 


from the inviſible realms, burſt into his apartment 


A ſpirit paſſed before his face. Aſtoniſument ſeized the 
beholder. His bones ſhivered within him; his fleſh 
trembled all over him; and the hair of his head ſtood 
erect with horror, ——Sudden, and unexpected, was 
the appearance of the phantom; but not ſuch its de- 


parture. It flood ſtill, to preſent itfelf more fully to 
his view. It made a ſolemn pauſe, to prepare his 


could not diſcern the form of a wind. It ſeems, therefore, to have 
been a real ſpirit ; either angelical, as weie thoſe, which preſented 
themſelves to Abraham reſting at the door of his tent, and to Lot 
fitting in the gate of Sodom ; or elſe, the ipirit of ſome departed ſaint, 
as in the caſe of Samuel's apparition, or the famous appearance of 
Moſes and Elijab on the mount of transfiguration, A ſpirit, 
aſſuming f.-me vehicle, in order to become viſible to the human 
as Which, accordingly, Elphaz faw, exhibiting itſelt as an 
object of fyht. But ſaw ſo obſcurely and indiſtuidtly, as not to be 
able, either to deſcribe its aſpeft, or to diſcern whom it reſembled. 

I have given this ſolemn picture a modern dreſs, rather for the ſake 
of variety and illuſtration, than from any apprehenſion of impro- 
ving the admirable original. Such an attempt, I am fen6ble, would 
be more abſurd, than to lacquer gold, or paint the diamond, The 
deſcription, in Eiiph.z's own language, is awful and affecting to the 
laſt degree. A Night-piece, dreiled in all the circumſtances of the 
decpcſt horror, I queſtion, whether Shake/peare himſelf, though fo 
peculiarly happy, for bis great command or terrifying images, has 
any thing ſuperior or comparable to this. The judges of fine com- 
poſiti an /ce the maſterly ſtrokes; and, I belicve, the moſt ordinary 


reader feels them, chilling his blood, and awakcping emotions of 
gread in his mind. 
| X 2 migd 
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mind for ſome momentous meſſige, —— After which, 
a voice was heard. A voice, for the importance of its 
meaning, worthy to be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance; for the ſolemnity of its delivery, enough to 
alarm a heart of ſtone. It ſpoke; and this was the 
purport of its words: Shall man, frail and wretch- 
„ ed man, be juſt before the mighty GOD? Shall 
© even the maſt upright and accompliſbed of mortals be 
6% pure in the ſight of his Maker *? Beheld, and con- 
« tider it attentively. He put no ſuch truff in his moſt 
« exalted /ervants, as ſhould beſpeak them altogether 
„ incapable of defect, or authoriſe them to arrogate 
© any honour to themſelves. And his very angels, 
© without the leaſt injury to their character, he char - 
„ ged with folly; as ſinking, even in the higheſt per- 
« tection of their holineſs, infinitely beneath his 
* tranſcendent glories; as falling, even in all the fide- 
6% lity of their obedience, inexpreſſibly ſhort of the 
« homige due to his moſt adorable M:jeſty. And, 
« if anzclic natures muſt not preſume to juſtify either 
& themſelves, or their ſervices, before immaculate 
« and uncreated purity ; how much le/s doth ſuch a 
« carriage become them, that duell in houſes of clay ; 
« whole original is from the duſt, and whole ſtate is 
© all imperfection !” 

I would obſerve from hence, the very fingular ne- 
ceſſity of that pcverty of ſpirit, which entirely re- 
nounces its own attainments z and, conſequently, /ub- 
mits to the righteouſneſs of the incarnate Gop. To 
inculcate this leſſon, the Son of the Blefi-d came down 
from heaven; and preſſed no other principle, with ſo 


* There ſeems to be a ſignificant and beautiful gradation in the 
Hebrew words {JIN and TY], which I have endeavoured to pre- 
ſerve, by a ſort of peraphbraſt'c verſion.— The reader wil! obſ-rve a new 
turn given to the ſentiment, aud much nabler than that which our 
Engliſh travflation exhibits. The paſſage, thus rendered, ſpe. ks 
a truth incomparably more weighty, and needful to be inculca- 
ted. A truth, exactly parallel to that humbliag confection of the 

rophet, We are all as an unclean thing ; and to that folemn decla- 
Ta: ion of the Pſalmiſt, In thy fight Ha no man iviig be juſti/zed. Vid. 
Schult. in loc. : ; 
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repeated ® an importunity, on his hearers. To inſtil 
the ſame doctrine, the Hol. r GrosT touched the 
lips of the apoſtles with ſacred eloquence z and made 
it an eminent part of their commiſſion, © to bring 
« down every high imagination.“ That no expedient 
might be wanting, to give it a deep and laſting effica- 
cy on the human mind; a. phantom ariſes from the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, or a teacher deſcends 
from the habitation of ſpiriis.— Whatever then we 
neglect; let us not neglect to cultivate Zhis grace, 
which has been fo variouſly taught, fo powerfully 
enforced, | 


Hark ! a doleſul voice — With ſudden ſtarts, and 
hideous ſcreams, it diſturbs the filence of the peaceful 
night. It is the ſcreech-owl, ſometimes in frantic, 
ſometimes in diſconſolate accents, uttering her woes +. 
She flies the vocal grove, and ſhuns the ſociety of all 
the feathered choir, The blooming gardens, and 
flowery meads, have no charms for her. Obſcure 
ſhades, ragged ruins, and walls over,rewn with ivy, 
are her favourite haunts. Above, the mouldering 
precipice nods, and threatens a fall ; below, the toad 
crawls, or the poiſonous adder hiſſes. The ſprightly 
morning, which awakens other animals into joy, ad- 
miniſters no pleaſure to this g/oomy recluſe. Even the 
ſmiling face of day is her averſion; and all its lovely 
ſcenes create nothing but uncaſineſs. SES 

80, juſt to, would it fare with the ungodly ; were it 
poſlible to ſuppo.s their admiſſion, into the chaſte and 


* It is well worthy of our obſervation, fays an excellent come 
mentator, That no one ſentence uttered by our Lob, is ſo fre- 
pup repeated as this; Whojcever ſh.ill :xalt himſelf, ſhall be abaſed ; and 

e that bil bumble bim/elf, ſoall be exalted ; which, concurs at leaſt tes 
times in the Evangeliſts. 

+ So.aque culminibu; ferali car mine hulo 

Sa pe queri, long Igque in fletum ducere voces. 
Thus ſung that charming genius, that prince of the ancient poets, 
that moſt conſummate maſter of elegance and accuracy; all whole, 


ſentiments are nature, whole every decripiion is a Picture, whole whole 
language is muſic T irg:, : E Fs 
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bright abodes of endleſs felicity. They would find 
nothing but diſippointment and ſhame, even at the 
fountain-head of hzppineſs and honour. For bow 
could the tongue, habituated to profaneneſs, taſte any 
delight in joining the harmonious adorations of hea- 
ven? How could the lips, cankered with ander, 
reliſh the rapturcs of everl:ſting praiſe ? Where 
would be the ſatis faction of the vain beauty, or the 
fſupercilicus grandee ? Since, in the temple of the ſkics, 
no incenſe of flattery would be addrefied to the one; 
| nor any obſequious homage paid to the other. The 
tranſcendent and immaculate purity of the blefſed 
Gop, would fafb confuſion on the laſcivious eye. 
And the envious mind, muſt be on a rack of ſelf- 
tormenting Pa{/:ons.; to obſerve millions of happy 
beings, ſhining in all the perfections of glory, and 
folacing themielves in the fulneſs of joy. In ſhort, 
the unfanctified ſoul, amidſt holy and triumphant ſpi- 2 


neo ene e e mA A 


rits; even in the refined regions of bliſs and immor- tl 
tality; would be like this melancholy bird, diſladged tc 
from her darkſome retirement, and impriſoned under 
the beams of day“. AG T 
The voice of this creature, ſcreaming at our win- os 
dows, or of the raven croaking over our roof, is,, at 
they ſay, a token of approaching death. There are per- 80 
ſons who would regard ſuch an incident, with no- * 
{mall degree of ſolicitude. Trivial as it is ; it would ha 
*I cannot forbear taking notice, with what admir:ble emphaſis Cz 
and preprirty our LoRD touches this import.nt point, in his mem 0 
Table conference With Ni de mug. Verily, verily, I ſay unte thee, E- _ 
ce pt a man be born. og ain, he cannot enter inis the king ley: of be ven 4 de. 
« ] wave the auth ii of the ſupreme Judge, and ipeak with th: in- 4 
« ſtructive conde/cenſion of a ma ſter in T/rael. Though 1 might, with- la 
out being liable to the leaſt contiou), paſs it into a ſovereign, de- IN 
6 cree ; that umenewed mortals, who are flaves to corrupt appe- 
% tite, SHALL NOT enter the habitations of, rhe. juſt; I rather. 8 
« ekooſe to repreſent it, as a caſe er impoſſib/e: and charge the 0 
* calainity, not upon divine ſev: rity, but human folly- Such per ſons, f 
& fiom the very nature of things, preclude themſelves ; they inca- El 


« pacitate their own minds; and contrerieties muſt be reconciled, 
. before {b:y; in their unregenerate condition, can be partakers of 
5 tho. ſpiritual and ſubli ne delights.” John iii. 3e | 
on | 5 damp: 
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damp their ſpirits, and perhaps break their reſt. One 


cannot but wonder, that people ſhould ſuffer them- 


felves to be affrighted at ſuch ſanta/tical, and yet be 


quite unaffected with real preſages of their diſſolution. 
Real preſages of this awful. event, addreſs us from 
every quarter. What are theſe iucumbent glooms, that 
overwhelm the world, but a kind of all provided for 
nature; and an image of that long night, Which will 
quickly cover the inhabitants of the whole earth? 
Whit an affinity has the fl-ep ®, which will very ſoon 
weigh down my drowly eye-lids, with that ftate of 
entire cefJation, in which all my ſenſes muſt be laid 
aſide ! The ſilent chamber, and the bed of ſlumber, 
are a very ſignificant repreſentative of the land where 
all things are huſhed ; all things are forgotten. 
What meant that deep death bell note, which the 
other evening, ſaddened the air? Laden with heavieſt 
accents, it ſtruck our ears, and ſeemed to knock at 
the door of our hearts. Surely, it brought a meſſage 
to ſurviving mortals, and thus the tidings ran: 
« Mortals, the deſtroyer of your race is on his 
& way. The laſt enemy has begun the chalc; 
& and is giining ground upon you every moment. 
« His paths are ſtrewed with heaps of fl:in. Even. 
& now, his javelin has laid one of your ncighbours in 
« the duſt; and will ſoon, very ſoon, aim the eve 
« table blow at every one of your lives.“ 

We need not go down to the charnel houſe, nor 
carry our ſearch into the repolitorics of the dead; in 
order to find memorials of our impendiag doom: A 


multitude of theſe remembrancers are planted in all. 
our paths, and point the heedleſs paſſengers to their 


long- home. I can hardly enter. a confiderable town, 


but I meet the funcral- proceſſion, or the mourners. 
going about the ſtreets. The afchievement ſuipcndcd. 


on the wall, or the crape ſtreaining in the air, are 
ſilent intimations; that both rich and poor have been 
emptying. their houſes, and replenithing their ſo- 


Et conſanguineus Lethi ſopore. virg. 


pulchres,. 
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pulchres. I can ſcarce join in any converſation, but 
mention is made of ſome that are given over by the 
phyſician, and hovering on the confines of eternity; 
of others, that have juſt left their clay amidſt weeping 
friends, and are gone to appear before the Judge of 
all the earth. There is not a new/paper comes to my 
hand, but, amidſt all its entertaining narrations, reads 
ſeveral ſerious lectures of mortality. What elfe are 
the repeated accounts, of age, worn out by ſlow conſu- 
ming ſickneſſes; and of youth, daſhed to pieces by ſome 
ſudden ſtroke of caſualty? Of patriots, exchanging 
their ſeats in the ſenate, for a lodging in the tomb; 
of miſers, reſigning their breath, and (O! relentleſs 
_ deſtiny I) leaving their very riches for others ?—Even 
theſe vehicles of our amuſement, are regiſters of the 
deceaſed ; and the voice of fame ſeldom ſounds, but 
in concert with a knell, 

Theſe monitors croud every place; not ſp much as 
the ſcenes of our diverſions excepted. What are the 
decorations of our public buildings, and the moſt 
elegant furniture of our parlours ; but the imagery of 
death, and trophies of the tomb? That marble buſt 
and thole gilded pictures; how ſolemuly they recognize 
the fate of others, and ſpeakingly remind us of cur 
own!—1 ſee; 1 hear; and Oh ! 1 feel, this great truth. 
It is interwoven with my conſtitution. The frequent 
decays of the ſtructure, forctcl its final ruin. What 
are all the pains, that have been darted through my 
limbs; what every diſeaſe, that has aſſaulted my health; 
but the advanced guards of the toe? What are the 
languors and wearineſs, that attend the labours of 
each revolving day; but the more feeret practices of 
the adverſary, ſlowly undermining the earthly taber- 
nacle. | FI 

Amidit ſo many notices, ſhall we go on thought- 
leſs and unconcerued ? Can none Of theſe prognoſtics, 
which are lure as oracles, awaken our attention, and 
engage our circumipection? Noah, it is written, 
being warned of G, prepared an ark, O!] imitate 
this excellent example, Adaionithed by ſuch a cloud 
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ef witneſſes, be continually putting thyſelf in a readi. 
neſs for the laſt change. Let not that day, of which 
thou haſt ſo many infallible fizns, come upon thee 
unawares.—— Get the ivy untwined, and thy affec- 
tions diſentangled from this enchanting world; that 
thou mayſt be able to quit it without reluctance. Get 
the dreadful handwriting cancelled, and all thy fins 
blotted out; that thou mayſt depirt in peace, and 
have nothing to fear at the deciſive tribunal. Get, 
O! get thy foul intereſted in the Redeemer's merits, 
and transformed into his ſacred image ; then ſhalt thou 
be meet for the inheritance of faints in light, and 
mayſt even dcfire to be diſſolved, and to be with 


 Cunisr. 


4 


SOMETIMES, in my evening-walk, I have heard 
| The wakeſul bird 

Sing darkling, and, in ſhadiejt covert hid, 

Tune her nocturnal nete“. 


How different the airs of this charming ſongſter, 


from thoſe harſh and boding outcries! The little 


creature ran through all the variations of mulic; and 
ſhewed herſelf miſtreſs of every grace, that conſtitutes 
or embc.llithes harmony. — Sometimes ſhe ſwells a 
manly throat, and her ſong kindles into ardour : the 
tone is ſo beld, and ſtrikes with ſuch energy, that you 
would imagine the ſprightly ſerenader in the very next 


thicket. Anon, the frain lauguiſbes, and the moura 


ful minſtrel melts into tenderncis: the melanchol 
notes juſt ſteal upon the thades, and faintly ih 
your ear; or, in ſoft and fadly-pleafing accents, ſeem 
to die along the diſtant vale, Silence is all attention; 
and night liſtzns to the trilling tale, : 

What an invitation is this, to flip away from the 
thronged city! This coy and modeſt minſtrel, enter- 


tains only the vers of retirement. Thoſe, that are 


carouling over their bowls, or ranting at the rivtous 


* MLT, Par. Loſt, Bock III. I. . 
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club, loſe this feaſt of harmony. In like manner, 
the pleaſures of religion; the joy of reconciliation 
with God ; the ſatisfattion arifing from the unbound- 
ed, raviſhing proſpect of a bliſsful immortality ; - theſe 
are all loſt to the mind, that is ever in the croud; and 
dares not, or delights not, to retire into itſelf .— 
Are we charmed with the nightingale's ſong? Do 
we with to have it nearer, and hear it oftener? O! 
let us ſcek a renewed heart, and a rcfigned will; 
a conſcience that whiſpers peace, and paſſions 
that are tuned by grace: then, ſhall we never 
want a melody in our own breaſts, far more muſically 
pleaſing than ſweet Philomela's ſweeteſt ſtrains, 

As different as the voices of theſe birds, are the cir- 
cumflances of thoſe few mortals, who continue awake. 
—Hgome are 1quandering pearls, ſhall I ſay, or king- 
doms? No; but what is unſpeakably more precious, 
time. Squandering this ineſtimable talent, with the 
moſt ſenſeleſs and wanton prodigality, Not content 
with allowing a few ſpare minutes, for the purpoſe of 
neceſſary recreation; they laviſh many hours, devote 
whole nights, to that idle diverfion of /buffiing, rang ing, 
and detaching, a ſet of painted paſte- buards.,—Others, 
inſtead of this buſy trifling, act the part of their own 
tormentors. They even piquet themſelves “, and call 
it amuſement ; they are torn by wild horles, and yet 
term it a ſport. What elſe is the gameſter”s practice, 
while his mind is held in the moſt anxious ſuſpenſe, and 
agitated by the fierceft extremes of hope aud fear? 
While the dice are rattling, his heart is throbbing 3 
his fortune is tottering; and, poſlibly, at the very 
next throw, the one ſinks in the gulph of ruin, the 
other is kurricd into the rage of diſtraction. 

Some, ſnatched from the bloom of health, and the 
lap of plenty, are confined to the chamber of ſickneſs. 
Where they are conſtrained (O ſad alternative 1!) 
either to plunge into the everlaſting world, in an 
unprepared condition; or elſe, to think over all the 


In allufion to a very painful puniſhment, inflicted on delin- 
quents among the ſoldicry. | | ' 
* Follies 
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follies of a heedleſs life, and all the bitterneſs of ap- 


proaching death. Tbe diſeaſe rages; it baffles the 
force of medicine; and urges the reluctant wretch, 
to the brink of the precipice. While furies rouſe the 
conſcience, and point at the bottomleſs pit below. — 
Perhaps, his drooping mother, deprived long ago of 
the huſband of her boſom, and bereft of all her other 
offspring; is, even now, receiving the blow which con- 
ſummates her misfortunes *. In vain, ſhe tries to 
aſſuage the forrows of a beloved ſon: in vain, ſhe 
attempts, with her tender offices, to prolong a life, 
dearer then her own, He faints in her arms; he 
bows his head; he drops in death. The laſt pang, 
which diſlodges the unwilling ſoul, rends an only 
child, from the yearning embraces of a parent; and 
tears away the ſupport of her age, from a diſconſolate 
widow. 

While theſe long for a reprieve; others invite the 
ſtroke. Quite weary of the world, with a reſtleſs im- 
patience, they ſigh for a diſſolution. Some pining a- 
way under the edious decays of an incurable conjumps= 
tion; or gaiping tor breath, and almoſt ſuffocated, amidſt 
an inundation of dropfical waters. On tome a relentleſs 
cancer has faſtened its envenomed teeth; and is gnaw- 
ing them, though in the midſt of bodily vigour, in 


This brings to my mind one of the deepeſt and moſt affecting 
mourniung- pie es extant in wilting. The ſacred hiſtorian paints it in 
all the ſiinplicity of ſtile; ana yet in all the ſtrength of colouring, 
When IEsos came nigh to the gate of the city, behold! there was a dead 
man carried out, the oniy ſon of lis mather, and ſue was a widow.— What 
a beautiful gradation is here! every freſh circumſtance is an addi- 
tional aggravation of the caiainity : till, at length, the deſcription is 
worked up into the moit finiſhed picture, of exquiſite and incou- 
ſolable diſtreſs. He was a young mau cut off in the flower ot life, 
amidſt a thouſand gay expectations, and ſmiling hopes He was an 
only fon; the afflicte d mother's all: ſo that none remained to pre- 
ſerve the name, or perp:tuate the tamily. And, what rendered the 
taſe ſtill more deplorable, ſhe was a widow ; left entirely deſolate, 
abandoned to her woes, without any to ſhaic her furrows, or com- 
fort her undcr her misfortunes. s not this a fin. ſk:tch of the 
pictus ue? Who can conſiner the narrative, with any attention, 


aud not feel his heart penetrated wich a tender commiſeration? 
Luke vii. 13. 
the 
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the midſt of pity ing friends, gradually to death. Others 
are on a rack of agonies, by convuſſive fits of the 
one. Oh! how the pain writhes her limbs; how 
the ſweat bedews their fleſh; and their eye- balls wild- 
ly roll! Methinks, the night condoles with theſe her 
diſtreſſed children; and ſheds dewy tears over their 
ſorrowtul abodes, But, of all mortals, hey are 
the moſt exquiſitely miſzrabte, who groan beneath the 
preſſure, of a melancholy mind; or ſmart under the 
laſhes, of a reſentful conſcience. Though robed in 
ermine; or covered with jewels; the ſtate of a ſlave 
chained to the gallics, or of an exile condemned to the 
mines, is a perfect paradiſe compared with theirs. _ 

O!] chat the vetaries of mirth; whole life is a con- 
tinued round of merriment and whim ; would beſtow 
one ſcrious reflection on this variety of human woes / 
It might render them leſs enamoured with the few 
languid ſweets that are thinly ſcattered through this 
vale of tears, and are environed with ſuch a multitude 
of ragged thorns. It might teach them, no longer 
to dance away their years with a giddy rambling im- 
pulſe ; but to aſpire, with a determined aim, after thoſe 
happy regions, where delights abundant and unim- 
bittered flow. | 

Can there be circumſtances, which a man of viſ- 
dom would more earneſtly deprecate, than theſe ſeve- 
ral caſes of grievous tribulation ? 'there are; and, 
what is very aſtoniſhing, they are frequently the de» 
fire and the choice of thote, who fancy themſelves 
the ſole heirs of happin:ſs : thoſe, Il mean, who are 
launching out into the depths of extravagance, and 
running exceſſive lengths oi rict ; who are proſtituting 
their reputation, and ſacrificing their peace, to their 
luſts : who are ſapping the foundations of their health 
in devaucherics z and ſhipwrecking the intercfts of 
their tamilics, in their bowls: and, what is worſe, 
arc iortciting the joys of an eternal heaven, for the 
fordid latistactions ot the beaſt ; for the tranſitory ſen- 
lations of an hour. O ye ſlaves of appetite, 
how far am 1 from envying your inordinate re 


vels ! 


Ah 
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Ah! little are you ſenſible; that while voluptuouſneſs 
ſhowers her roſes, and luxury diffuſes her odours 
they ſcatter pins allo, and thed unhecded bane *, 
Evils incomparably more malignant, than the worm— 
wood and gall of the ſharpaft affliétion.— Since death 
is in the drunkard's cup; and worte than poniards in 
the harloi's embrace; may it ever be the privilege of 
the man whom [I love, to go without his thare of theſe 


peſiiilent ſweets ! 


ABUNDANCE of living ſparks glitter in the lanes, 
and twinkle under the hedges, 1 ſuppoſe they are 
the g/ow-worms ; which have lighted their little lamps, 
and obtained leave, through the abſence of the ſua, 
to play a feeble beam. A fainr glimmer juit ferves 
to render them perceivable z without tending at all to 
diſſipate the thades, or making any amends for the de- 
parted day.—dShould a traveller, dropping with wet, 
and ſhivering with cold, hover round this mimicry of 


Are; in order to dry his garments, and warm his be— 


numbed limbs: ſhould ſome unfortunate rover, gro- 
ping tor his way in a black and dark night, take one 
ot theſe languid tapers, as a light to his fegt, and a 


lantern to his paths: how certainly would both the 


one and the other be fruſtrated of their expect ion! 
—And are they more likely to ſucceed, who neglect- 
ing that ſovercign balm, which diſtilled from the 
crois; ſly to any carnal diverſion, to heal the anxiety of 
the mind? Who, deat to the infallible deciſions of re- 
vclation; refizn themiclves over to the erroncous cons 
gefures of reaſon, in order to find the way that leader 
unto life! Or, lattly, who apply to the froth of this 


* Yes; in the flow'rs that wreathe the ſparkling bowl, 
Fell adders hits, and pois'nous ſerpent, roll. Pri.,r*s Sol. 


+ Qrom ſu ive eſt ſuavitatibus iſtis carere! —In this fine ſentence 
quoted from St Azagr/tine, there is much the ſame beautiful turn, and 


noble ſentiment, as in thoſe lines of Mr Pope, 


Count all th' advantage proſp'rous vice attains, 
'Tis but what virtue flies nom, and diidaius. 
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vain world, for a fatisfaCtory portion, and a ſubſtan- 
tial happineſs? Their conduct is in no degree 
wiſer 3 their diſappointment <qually ſure; and their 
milcarriage infinitely more diſaſtrous. To ſpeak in 
the delicate language of a ſacred writer, They ſow 
„ the wind, and will reap the whirlwind “.“ 

To ſay the truth; the pleafures of the world, which 
we are all fo prone to dote upon; and the powers of 
fallen reaſon, which /me are ſo apt to idolize ; are 
not only vain, but treacherous. Not only a painted 
Fame, like theſe ſparkling animals; but much like 
thoſe unctucus exhalations, which ariſe from the marthy 
ground, and otten dance before the eyes of the be- 
nighted wayfaring man. Kindled into a fort of fire, 
they perſonate a guide, and ſcem to offer their ſervice : 
but blazing with deluſive light, miſlead their follower 
into hidden pits, headlong precipices, and unfathom- 
able gulfs; where far from his beloved friends, far 
from all hopes of ſuccour, the unhappy wanderer is 
ſwallowed up, and loſt. 


No r long ago, we obſerved a very ſurpriſing ap- 


* Hoſ. viii. 7. 


+ 1 hope it will be obſerved, that T am far from decrying that 


noble faculty of reaſon, when exerted in her proper ſphere; and 


acting in a deferential ſubordination to the revealed will of Heaven. 


While ſhe exerciſes her powers within thele appointed limits, ſhe. is 

unſpeakably ſerviceable, and cannot be too induſtriouſly cultivated. 
— But, when ſhe ſets up herſelt in proud contradiſtinftion to the ſacred 
oracles ; when all-arrogant and ſelf- ſufficient, ſhe ſays to the word of 
ſcripture, I have ns need of thee; ſhe is then, 1 muſt be bold to main. 
tain, not only a glow-worm, but an ignis fatuus; not only a bubble, 
but a ſnare. : 

May not this remark, with the ſtricteſt propriety; and without 
the leaſt limitation; be applied to the generality ot cur modern ro- 
mances, novels, and % many of our theatrical entertanments? 
Theſe are commonly calculated, to inflame a wenton fancy; or, if 
cenducted with ſo much modcſty, as not to debauch the affections, 
they pervert the judgment, and bewilder the taſte. By their incre- 
dible adventures; their extravagant parade of gallantry ; and their 
characters, widely different from truth and nature; they inſpire 
fooliſh conccits; beget idle expectations; introduce a ditguſt of ge- 
nuine hiſtory ; and indiſpoſe their admirers, to acquieſce in the decent 
chvilities, or to I6lifh the /ober ſatisfactions of common life. 
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* 

t- pearance in the weſtern ſky. A prodigious lar took. 
0 its flaming rout through thoſe coaſts; and trailed, as 
ir it paſſed, a tremendous length of fires, almoſt over 
a half the heavens, Some, I imagine, viewed the pore 
W tentous ſtranger with much the fame anxious amaze» 

ment, as Belſbaz zar beheld the handwriting upon the 
h wall. Some looked upon it as a bloody “ lug, hung i 
pf out by diviae reſentment over a guilty world. Some i 
'E read, in its glaring viſage, the fate of nations, and the 
d fall of kingdoms . To others it thook, or ſeemed to "1 
; ſhake, peſtilence and war from its horrid hair.—For '$ 
7 my part, I am not ſo ſuperſtitious, as to regard what 4 
3 every aſtrologer has to prognoſticate upon the acceſ- 
e, ſion of a comet, or the awful projection of its huge 
by vapoury train. Nothing can be more precarious and 
C unjuſtifiable, than to draw ſuch concluſions from ſuch 
1— events: ſince they are neither preternatural effects, 
ar nor do they throw the frame of things into any diſ- 
is order, I would rather adore that omnipotent Being, 


who rolled thofe ſtupendous orbs from his creating 
hand; and leads them, by his providential eye, through 
p- unmeaſurable tracks of æther: who bids them now 
approach the ſun, and glow with unſufferable ardors t; 
now retreat to the utmoſt bounds of our planetary 


a f Il: 
* ſyſtem, and make their entry among other worlds. 3 
{4 
"Nl. + 
is Tur are harmleſs viſitants. I acquit them from it 
8 the charge of cauſing, or being accetiary to deſolating * 
e plagues. Would to Gop there were no other more F 
a. formidable indications of approaching julzments, or 1 
| . Liquida fi quando notte comete i 
ut | Sanguine lugubrei rulent. Virg 1 
5 3 I 
ts? | t Crinemqre tim uli 1 
if Sideris & terris mutautem regna cometem, Lucan, | 4 
Dry | } © The comet in the year 1630, according to Sir Ic Newton's 1 
* % computation, was, in its neareſt approach, above 166 times 1 
5 % nearer the ſun than the earth is. Couſequently, its heat was then 16 
= « 25000 times greater than that of ſummer. $. that a ball of iron 
2 N * a+ big as the carth, heated by it, would hardly become cool in 
| $6 


* $9909 Years,” Der, Ajir. Theol. p. 237. 
"Wy | 1 2 impending 
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mpending ruin! But, alas] when vice becomes pre- 
dominant, and irreligion almoſt epidemical : when 
the Sabbaths of a jealous God, are notoricufly pro- 
fancd; and that“ name, which is great, wonderful, 
«© and holy,” is proſtituted to the mcaneſt,, or abuſed 
to the moiſt execrable purpotes : when the worſhip of 
the great Creator and Preterver of mankind is baniſh- 
ed from many of the moſt cenſpicusms families; and 
it is deemed a piece of rude impertinence, fo much as 
to mention the gracious Redeemer, in our genteel in- 
terviews : when it paſtes for an elegant freedom of 
behaviour, to ridicule the myſtcrics of Chriſtianity 
and a ſpecies of a refined converſation, to taint the 
air with lafſcivious hints; when thoſe that fit in the 
ſcorner's chair, fin with a high hand; and many of 
thoſe that weir the projeſſor's garb, are deſtitute of 
the power, and content themielves with the mere 
form of godlineſs : when ſuch is the ſtate of a com- 
munity, there is reaſon, too apparent reaſon, to be 
horribly afraid. Such phanomena, abounding in the 
moral world, are not fancitul, but real omens, Will 
not an injured Gop “ be avenged on ſuch a nation 
« as this?” Will he not be provoked, to “ ſweep 
et them with the beſom of deſtruction * r”? 

O!] that the inhabitants of Great Britain, would 
lay theſe alarming confiderations to heart! The Loxp 
of hoſts has commanded the ſword of civil diſcord to 
return into its ſheath; but have we returned every 
one from his evil ways ? Are we become a renewed 
people; devoted to a dying Saviour; and zealous of 
good works; What mean thoſ- pcals of ſabs, 
which burſt from the expiring caltle? What 
mean thoſe melancholy moans, where the luſty droves 


® If xiv. 23. The eternal Sovereign, ſpeaking of Ble, dee 
nounces this threatening, I wil! ſweep it with the leſom of deſtruttion. 
———— What a noble, but dreadful image, is here! bow ſtrongly and 
awfully pourtrayed! how pregnant alſo in its ſiguification! intima- 
ting at once the vile nature, the fetal extirpatiin, of this wickel 
people; and the pet cafe, with wich the righteous GOD would 
exscute his intended vengeance 
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were wont to low # ? What mean thoſe arrows of 
untimely deaths, diſcharged on our innocent and uſe— 
ful animals? Are not theſe the weapons of divine. 
diſpleaſure, and manifeſt chaſtiſements of a ſinful ge- 
neration 1? Has not Gop, the Gop to whom 
« vengeance belongeth,” ſtill a controverſy with our 
land ? And who can tell where the viſitation will end? 
What a ſtorm may follow theſe preluſive drops? O! 
that we may hear the rod, and who hath appointed 
« it!” Taught by thefe penal effects of our diſobe- 
dience, may we remove the accur/ed thing , from our 
tents; our practices; our hearts! May we turn 
from all ungodlineſs, before wrath come upon us to- 
the uttermoſt; before iniquity prove our ruin! 


SOMETIMES, at this hour, another moſt remark-- 
able ſight amuſes the curious, and alarms the vulgar.. 
A blaze of lambent meteors is kindled ; or ſome very 
extraordinary /ights are refracted, in the quarters of. 
the North. Sometimes the radiant ſtreamers meet 
and minyle, inſomuch, that the air ſcems to be all 
conflicting fire: at other times, they Hart from one 
another; and like legions in precipitate flight, fweep- 
each a ſeparate way, through the firmament. Now, 
they are quieſcent; anon, they are thrown into a 
quivering mouon z preſently, a nimble glance ditfuſes 
them over the whole hemiiphere. Sometimes, with 
an aipect awfully ludicrous, they repreſent extravagant 


and antic vagarics ; at utacr times, you would ſuſpect, 


that ſome inviſiole power was playing oif the artillery 


If theſe papers ſhould be fo fortunate, as to outlive their au- 
thor, perhaps ;t may be ncedful to intor.n poiterity, that the above- 
mentioned hints, allude to a molt terrible, contagious, aad mortal. 
&,temper ; raging, at the ti ne of writing them, among the beorned. 
eattle, in various parts of he kingdom. 


1 Hinc letis vituli vulgo moriuntur in herhit, 
Et dalces animas plena ad prejepia reddunt. 
Batu hine pecorum, & crevris mugitibus a mnet, 
Arenteſue jonant ripe, colle/que ſupini. Virg- 


{: Joſh. vi. 18. Y 5 off 
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of the ties, and giving ns the flaſh without the noiſe. 

'The villigers gaze at theripettacle, firſt with won— 
der, then with horror. A general panic fcizzs the 
country. Every beat throbs, and every face is pale. 
The crowds that flock together, inſtead of diminiſh- 
ing, increaſe the dread, Ihey catch contagion trom 
each others looks and words: while fear is in every 
eye, and every tongue ſpeaks the language of terror. 
Some lee hideous ſhapes, armies mixing in fierce en— 
counter, or ficlds iwimming with blood. Some fore- 
ſee direſul events, ſtates overthrown, or mighty mo- 
narchs tuttering cn their thrones. Others, ſcared 
with ſtill more frightſul apprehenſions, think of no- 
thing but the day of deem. Sure,“ ſays one, “the 
« unaltcrable hour is ſtruck, and the end of all things 
„ come.” —* Zee,” replics another, ho the blait- 
« ed ſtars look wan ! Are not theſe the ſigns of the 
« Son of man, coming in the clouds of heaven?“ — 
« JESsUs, prepare us” (cries a third, and lifts his 
cyes in devotion) “ for the Archangel's trump, and 
the great tribunal !”? 

If this waving brightneſs, which plays innocently 
over our heads, be fo amazing to multitudes ; what 
Incxpreflible conſternation muſt overwhelm unthink— 
ing mortals, when the general conflagration com- 
mences? [he day, the dreadtul day, is approaching, 


« In thewhichthe heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 


< noiſe *, and the elements ſoall melt with fervent 
« Heat; 


2 Pet: iii. 10. T have often thovght this verſe an eminent in- 
ſtance of that kind of beautiful wiiting, in vhich the very ſeurd 
bears a' fort of figrificarcy; at leaſt, caries an exact correſp: nucnce 
with tbe ſcniſs The Uri in exp:cſhon—-porgrder—is ove of tie 
buarieſt and decpeſt words in language. Nothing could he more 
ex quiſiiely «dapted to effect the ea, os well as impreſs the 1 g 
tin, with the wreck of 1 ature, and the cieſh of a talling warid. — 
I ſcarce ever read this clauſe, but it biings to my mind that admi- 
ted deſcription in Men. | 


— Ox: ſudden open fly, 

V ith im petuous recoi, and jarring ſound, 

Th 1:f: «nal doors, and on their hinges grete 

Harb hund r. Book II. I. 879. 
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& heat ; the earth alſo, and all the works that are 
« therein, ſhall be burnt up.” That mighty hand, 
which once opened the windows from on bigh, and 
brck? up the fountains of the great deep, will then 
unlock all the magazines of fire, and pour a ſecond de- 
luge upon the waole earth. The veng<!ul flames, 
kindled by the breath of the Almighty, ipread theme 
ſelves from the centre to the circumference. Nothing 
can withitand their impeiuoſity z nothing can eſcape 
their rage. Univerſal delolation attends their pro— 
| greis, Magnificent palaces, and ſolemn temples, are 


laid in aſhes. Spacious cities, and imprepgnable towers, 
| are mingled in one ſmoking mais. Not only the 
productions of nm zn art, but the works of alnighty 
J power, are fuel for the devouring element. Ihe e- 
; verlaſting mountains melt, like the ſnows which cover 
> their ſummit. Even vaſt oceans, ſerve only to aug- 
— ent the inconceivable rapidity and fury of the blaze, 
. —O! how ſhall I, or others, ſtand undifaayed a- 
| midit the glare of a burning world; unlets the Lon 
Jenovan be our defence? How ſhall we be upheld 
7 in fecurity, when the globe ittelt is ſinking in a fiery 
t ruin; unleis the Rock of ages be our luppurt ? 
: B=znoLD ! a new ſpectacle of wonder | The men 
F is mikiog her entry into the ſky. See her rifing in 
"3 clouded maje y all grand and ſtately, but ſomew hat 
7 ſullicd in her aſpect. However, the brightens as ſhe 
; advance. ; and grows clearcr, as the cliaibs higher: 
till, at length, her ſilver loſcs all its drofs; the unvails , 
7 her peerleſs light; and becomes © the beauty of hea» Th 
e « ven, the glory of the ſtars * ;” deligbting every | 
c eye, and chearing the whole world; with the bright. q 
e 1 
2 It is a pleaſing employ, and one of the nobleſt offices of true criti- | 
7 ciſm, to point out theſe inferior reconimendatious of the jucred clo ſo 
fics. Though, I believe, the iuſpired writers themſclves, amidſt all 


the elevation and magnificence of their divine idcas, diſdaiued a 
ſcrupulous attention to tuch /ittle niceties of ſtile. 
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* Ecclus xli1 9, 
Lucidam Cali. aecuss . Hor. 
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neſs of her appearance, and the ſoftneſs of her ſplen- 
dors -O] thou queen of the /bades! may it be my 


ambition, to follow this thy inſtructive example! 


While others are fond to tranſcribe the fa/bions of 
little courts, and to mimic perſonages of inferior ſtate 
be it mine, to imitate thy improving purity !/ May my 
conduct become more unblemithed, and my temper 
more refingd; as I proceed, farther and farther, in 
my probationary courle! May every ſordid defire 
wear away, and every irregular appetite be gradually 
loſt, as I make nearer approaches to the celeſtial man- 
ſions! Will not this be a comfortable evidence, that I 
too ſhall ſhine, in my adored Redeemer's kingdom ? 
Shine with a richer luſtre, than that which radiates 
from thy reſplendent orb: ſhine, with an unfading 
luſtre, when every ray, that beams from thy bcautcous 
ſphere, is totally extinguiſhed. 


Tux day afforded us a variety of entertaining 
fights. Theſe were all withdrawn at the approach of 
darkneſs, The ſtars, kindly officious, immediately 
lent us their aid. This ſerved to alleviate the frown 
of night; not to recover the objects from their ob/cu- 
rity. A faint ray, ſcarcely reflected, and not from. 
the entire ſurface of things, gave the ftraining eye a 
very impertcct glimpſe; ſuch as rather mocked, than 
ſatisfied viſion. — But now the moon is riſen, and 


has collected all her beams, the veil is again taken off 


fro:11 the countenance of nature. We once again be- 
hold the world's great picture: not indeed in its late 


lively colours, but more delicately ſhaded, and arrayed: 


in ter charms . | 


Wuat a majejiic ſcene is here]! How incomparably 
grand, and exquiſitely five !—— The moon, like an 


immenſe cryſtal lamp, pendent in the magnificent 
cicling of the heavens. Ihe ſtars, like ſo many thou- 


ſands of golden tapers, fixed in their azure ſockets; 


i — Now reigns 


| Fuil-orb'd the moon, and with more pleaſing light | 
Shaduwy iets off the face of things, Milton. 
all. 
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all pouring their luſtre on ſpacious cities, and lofty 
mountains; glittering on the ocean; gleaming on the 
foreſt ; and opening a proſpect, wide as the eye can 
glance, more various than fancy can paint “. We 
are forward toadmire the performances of human art, 
A landſkip, clegantly defigned, and ſketched cut with 
a maſterly hand; a piece of ſtatuaty, that feems, 
amidſt all the recommendations of exact proportion, 
and graceful attitude, to ſoften into fleſh, and almoſt 
breathe with life; theſe little imitations of nature, we 
behold with a pleafing ſurpriſe. And ſhall we be lefs 
affected, leis delighted, with the incxpreſſibly noble, 
and completely finiſhed original? — The ample di- 
menſions of Ranelagh's dome; the gay Illuminations 
of Vaux- Hall grove; I ſhould {corn to mention on 
ſuch an occalion, were they not the objects of general 
admiration. Shall we be charmed with thoſe puny 
eſſays, of finite ingenuity z and touched with no trant- 
port, at this ſupendcus diſplay of omnipotent ſkill? 
at the auguſt grandeur, and ſhining ſtatelineis, of 
the firmament? that forms an alcove for ten thou— 
ſand worlds, and is ornamented with myriads of ever. 
laſting luminari-s.—— Surely, this muſt betray, not 
only a total want of religion; but the moſt abject little» 
neis of mind, and the utmoſt poverty of genius. 


As when the moon, refulgent lamp of night; 
C'er heav'ns clear azure ſpreads her ſacred light; 
When not a bicath diſturbs the deep ſerene, 

And not a cloud o'ercaſts the folema ſcene; 

Arowvnd her throne the vivid planets roll, 

And ſters unnumber'd gild the giowing pole; 

O'er the d+1k tree: a yellower verdure ſhed, 

And tip with filver ev'ry mobnt in's head; 

Ihen ſhine the vales; the rocks in pro ſpect rife ; 

A flood of glory burit> from all the {kies ; 

I hc conſcious twains, reoicing in the ft, ht, 

Eye the blue vault, and bleſs the viciul light, Tliad VIII. 


T tranſcribe theſe lines, becauſe Mr T'ope ſays, they exlnbit, in the 
Original, the fiut tg piece in poetry, Aud, it they ate ſo beauti- 
ful jo Homer's tanguage, who can ſuſſ ect ther fuſfering a1 difad- 
vaBtage irom the pen of his admirable tr anſbater ? T 
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THE moon, is not merely © an ornament in the 
« high places of the LoxD ;” but of ſignal ſervice to 
the inhabitants of the earth, —How uncomfortable is 


deep, pitchy, total darkneſs! eſpecially, in the long 
ablence of the winter's ſun. Welcome, therefore, 
thrice welcome, this auſpicious gift of Providence, to 
enliven the nocturnal gloom, and line with filver the 
raven- coloured mantle of night. How deſirable 
to have our ſummer-evenings illuminated that we 
may be able to tread the dewy meads, and breathe the 
delicious fragrancy of our gardens: eſpecially, when 
the ſultry heats render it irkſome and fatiguing, to 
walk abroad by day. How chearing to the /ſhep- 
herd, the ule of this univerſal lantern; as he tends his 
fleecy charge, or late conſigns them to their burdled 
cots ! How pleaſing to the mariner, as he ploughs the 
midnight main; to adjuſt the tackling, and explore his 
way, under the influence of this beaming ſconce 
For theſe, and other beneficial purpoſes, the hand of 
the ALM1GHTY has hung the /tately branch on high; 
and filled it with a ſplendor, not confined to a ſingle 
edifice, or commenturate to a particular ſquare, but 
diffuſive as the whole extent of the hemiſphere, 

The moſt faithful of our inferior ſervants are ſome- 
times tardy in their office; ſometimes negligent of 
their duty: but this celeſtial attendant is moſt exadly 
punttual, at all the ſtated periods of her miniſtration, 
If we chooſe to prolong our journey, after the ſun is 
gone down; the moon, during her whole increa/e, 
is always ready to act in the capacity of a guide, It 
we are inclined to ſet out very early in the morning; 
the moon in her decreaſe, prevents the dawn, in order 
to otter her aſſiſtancc. And, becauſe it is fo plea- 


ſanta thing, for the eyes to bchold the light, the. 


moon, at her full, by a courſe of unintermitted waiting, 
never fails to give us, as it were, a double day. 
How apparently has the divine Wiidom intereſted 
itielf, in providing even for the pleaſurable accom- 
modation of man! How defirous, that he thould want 
no piece of commodious furniture; no kind of de- 
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lightful convenience! And, in proſecution of theſe 
benevolent intentions, has annexed fo valuable an 
appendage to the terreſtrial globe. —Juſtly, therefore, 
docs the Pſalmiſt celebrate that admirable conſtitution, 
which ordained the moon and the flars.to govern the 
night, as an inſtance of rich goodneſs; of mercy which 
endureth for ever *. 


Trae moon, it is confeſſed, is no» luminous body. 
All the brightneſs, which beautifies her countenance, 
is originally in the ſun, and no more than tranſmiſ- 
ſively in her. That glorious orb is the parent of day, 
and the palace of light. From thence, the morning» 
ſtar gilds her horn +; from thence, the planetary 
circles are crowned with luſtre; and from thence, 
the moon derives all her filver radiance. It is plea- 
ſing to reflect, that ſuch is the cafe with the all-/eicient 
Redeemer, and his dependent people. We are repleniſh- 
ed from his fulneis. What do we poſſeſs, which we 
have not received; and what can we deſire, which we 
may not expect; from that never- failing ſource of 
all good? He is the author of our faith, and the 
former of our graces. In his unſpotted life, we ſee 
the path; in his meritorious death, the price; and 
in his triumphant reſurrection, the proof of bliſis and 
Immortality. It we offend and fall ſcven times a- day; 
he is the LoxD our peace t. If we are depraved, and 
our beſt deeds, very unworthy ; he is the LokD our 
righteouſneſs ||. If we are blind, and even brutiſh, 
in heavenly knowledge; he is the LORD our wi/dom &: 
his word diſpels the ſhades; his Spirit ſcatters the 
intellectual gloom ; his eye looks our darkneſs into 


„ Pal. cxxxvi. 9. 

+ 1 might, to juſtify this expreſſion, obſerve, that the planet Ve- 
nus, commonly called. the morning-ſtar, is found, by our teleſcopes, 
frequently to appear horned 5 or to have a creſcent of light, ſome- 
what like the moon, a little before, or after her conjunction. But 
this would be a remark, too deep and refined for my icheme ; which 
proceeds only upon a ſuperficial knowledge, and the muſt obvious aps 
pearances of nature. 


1 Judg. vi. a 4» j Jer. Xxiiii. 6. 9 1 Cor. i. 39. 
day. 


6  CONTEMPLA7TION-S 


day. In ſhort, we are nothing, and © CHRIST is all.“ 
NMorſe than diſective in ourſelves, “ we are complete in 
« him.” So that if we ſhine, it is with delegated rays, 
and borrowed light. We act by a ſtrength, and glory in 
merits not our own,--O! may we be thoroughly ſenſible 
of our dependence on the Saviour! may we conſtant- 
ly imbibe his propinous beams; and never, by indut- 
ging ny, or back/liding into filly, withdraw our 
ſouls from bis benign influences Leſt we loſe our 
comfort, and our holineſs; as the fair rulcr of the 
night loſes her ſplendor, when her urn is turned 
from its fountain “*, and receives no more communica- 
tions of ſolar eflulgence. 


Tre moon is inceflantly varying, either in her a- 


ſpect, or her ſtages.— Sometimes her face is all luſtre, 
Anon a radiant creſcent adorns her brow. Soon it 
dwindles into a flender ſtreak. Till, at length, all 
her beauty vaniſhes, and ſhe becomes a beamlets orb. 
Sometimes ſhe riſes with the deſcending day; and 
begins her proceſſion amidſt admiring multitudes. 
Ere long ſhe defers her progrelis till the midnight- 
witches; and ſteals, unoblerved, upon the ſleeping 
woiid,—Scmetimes ſhe Juſt appears, on the edges of 
the weſtern Horizon; and drops us a ceremonious vi— 
ſit. Within a while ſhe fets out on her nightly rower, 
from the oppoſite regions of the eaſt; traver/es the 
whole hemiſphere; and never offers to withdraw, till 
the more retulgent partner of her ſway renders her 
preſence unneceffary. In a word, the is, while 
converſant among us, ſtill waxing or waning, and 
« never continueth in one ſtay.” 


SUCH is the moon; and fuch are all /ubl/umary 
things ; expoſcd to perpctual viciflitudes. How often, 
and how toon, have the faint echoes of renown ſlept in 


* Al'uding to thoſe truly poetical lines in Milion, 


Hither as to their fountain, other ſtars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw light. 
Par. Ly, B. VII. I. 364. 
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ſilence; or been converted iato the clamours of ob. 
loquy! The ſame lips, almoſt with the ſame breath, 
cry, Hoſanna, and Crucify. — Have not riches con- 
feſſed their notorious uncertainty, a thouſand and a 
thouſand times? Either melting away, like ſnow in 
our hands, by inſenſible degrees; or eſcaping, like a 
winged priſoner from its cage, with a precipitate flight, 
Have we not known the bridegroom's cl:ſet, an anti- 
chamber to the tomb; and heard the voice, that ſo 
lately pronounced the ſparkling pair huſbind and 
wife, proclaim an everlaſting divorce; and ſeal the 
decree with that ſolemn afleveration; “ Aſhes to 
&« aſhes, duſt to duſt ?”—Our friends, though the 
medicine of life; our health, though the balm of na- 
ture; are a moſt precarious poſſeſſion. How ſoon 
may the one become a corple in our arms; and how 
eaſily is the other deſtroyed in its vigour !—You have 
ſeen, no doubt, a ſet of pretty painted birds, perching 
on your trees, or {porting in your meadows. You 
was pleaſed with the lovely viſitants, that brought 
beauty on their wings, and melody in their throats, 
But could you enſure the continuance of this agreeable 
entertainment? No, truly: at the leaſt diſturbing 
noiſe, at the leaſt territying appearance, they ſtart 
From their ſeats; they mount the ſkies; and are gone 
in an inſtant, gone for ever. Would you chooſe to 
have a happineſs, which bears date with their arrival, 
and expires at their departure? If you would not be 
content with a portion, that is ſettled only for ſuch a 
Fortuitous term, not of years, but of moments, O] take 
up with nothing earthly ; ſet your affections on things 
above; there alone is © no variableneſs, or ſhadow 
% of turning.” | 

7033 is not a more illuſtrious pattern of patience, 
than an eminent exemplification of this remark. 
View him in his private eftate, he heaps up filver as 


the duſt; he waſhes his ſteps in butter; and the rock 


pours, him out rivers of oil, — View him in his pu- 
blic character, princes revere his dignity ; the aged li- 


Ken to his wiſdom every 4 beholds him with de- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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light; every tongue loads him with bleſſings. —View 
him in his domeſtic circumſtances; on one hand, he is 
defended by a troop of ſons; on the other, adorned 
with a train of daughters; and on all fides, ſurround- 
ed by © a very great houſchold.“ — Never was human 
Felicity ſo conſummate; never was diſaftrous revolution 
ſo ſudden. The lightning, which conſumed his cattle, 
was not more terrible, and ſcarce more inſtantaneous, 
The joyful parent is bereft of his offspring, and his 
& children are buried in death.” The man of af— 
fluence is ſtript of his abundance; and he that was 
clothed in ſcarlet, embraces the dunghill. The vene- 
rable patriarch is the deriſion of ſcoundrels; and the 
late darling of an indulgent providence, is become 
& a brother to dragons, a companion of owls.” 
Nor need we go back to former ages, for proofs of 
this afflicting truth. In our times; in all times; the 
wheel continues the fame inceſſant whirl: and fre- 
quently thoſe, who are triumphing to-day, in the 
higheſt elevations of joy, to-morrow are bemoaning 
the inſtability of mortal affairs, in the very depths of 
miſery “. Amidft ſo much fluctuation and uncer- 
tainty, how wretched is the condition, which has no 
anchor of the ſoul, iure and ſtedtaſt? May thy lo- 


I believe, I my venture to apply, what the Temanite ſays of 
the affairs of the wicked, fo all /u%lunary things ; as a true deſcription 
of their very great inftetility. Job xxv. 16. TYND: A Mi ren- 
dered by vcoultens, Flamen fuſum fund mentum egrum Iheir founda- 
tion (or what they reckon their moſt folid and ſt:ble poſleſſion) is a 
flood poured out. Wh'ch is one of the boldeſt images, and moſt pyetie 
Cal beauties, 1 ever met with in any language, ſacred or prophaue. 
In orcer to have a tolerable conception of the image, and a taſte of 
Its beavty ; you muſt ſuppoſe a torrem of waters ruſhing in broken 
cataracs, aud with impetuous rapidity, from a ſtecp aud craggy 
mountain. Then, imagine to yourſelf an edifice, built upon the 
lurge of this ro:ling precipice; that has no other bats than one of 
thoſe whirling wores, which conſtitute ſuch a headloug ſtream, — 
Was there ever ſuch a repieſentation of tranſitosy proſperity, tend - 
ing, with inconceivable ſwiftneſs, unto ruin? Yet ſuch is e- 
my form of human felicity, that is not grounded upon Jesvs, 
and a participation of his merits, who is the Rock of ages ; on 
JEe$svs and his image, formed in our hearts, which is the hope 
of glory. 
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ving-kindneſs, O God, be our preſent treaſure z and 
thy future glory our reverfionary inheritance ! Then 
ſhall our happineſs not be like the full-orbed moon, 
which is © a light that decreaſeth in its perfection ;” 
but like the fun, when be goeth forth in his ſtrength, 
and knoweth no other change, but that of /oining 
more and more unto the perfect day. 


MeTHinks, in this ever-varying ſphere, I ſee a 
repreſentation, not only of our.temporal advantages, 
but alſo of our ſpiritual accomplyſbments. Such, I am 
ſure, is what the kind partiality of a friend would 
call my righteouſneſs : and ſuch, I am apt to ſuſpect, 
is the righteouſneis of every man living. Now we ex- 
erciſc it, in ſome few inſtances; in ſome little degrees. 
Anon, fin revives, and leads our fouls into a tranſient, 
though unwilling captivity, Now we are meek but 
ſoon a ruffling accident intervenes, and turns our 
compoſure into a fretful diſquietude. Now we are 
humble; ſoon we refl.& upon tome inconſiderable, or 
Imaginary ſupcriority over others, and a ſudden elate- 
ment ſwells our minds. Now, perhaps, we poſſeſs a 


* I would not be underſtood, as meaſuring in this reſpect, o- 
ther; by my/c!f ; but as taking my eſtimate from the uneiring ſtands 
ard of ſcripture. And, indeed, proceeding on this evidence, ſup- 
ported by this authority, | might have ventured farther than a bare 
ſuſpicten. For, ** there is not a ju/t man upon earth, that doth good, 
and /inneth not; ſays the Spirit of inſpiration by S9/9mon, (Keel. 
vii. 20.) Nay, ſuch is the purity, and fo extenſive are the de- 
mands ot the divine law, that an apoſtle makes a ſtill more hum- 
bling ackuowledgment, “ In mny things we offend all.” (Jam, iii. 
2+) And the sl{-wiſe teacher, who moſt thoroughly knew our 
frame, directs the moſt advanced, molt «ſtabhiſhed, and moſt watch» 
ful Chriſtians, to pray daily tor the forgivenets of their daily treſpaſ* 
ſes. To which teſtimonics, 1 beg leave to add, an clegant patlage 
fi om the Centicie;; becauſe it not only expreſſes the ſentiment 
of this paiagraph; but illuſtrates it, by the very ſame fiinilitude. 
Sbe (the church) is fair es the moou, clear as the ſun. Fair as the moon, 
the leſſær and changeable light, in ber ſaaF:jfication : clear as the ſun, 
the greater and invariable luminary, in her j ,t. The inhe- 
rent holineſs ot believers being impertect, aud ſubject to many ine- 
qualities z while their imputed obcdicnce is cvery way complete, 
and conſt-ntly like itfe:'t, Cant. vi. 10. 
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clean heart, and are warm with hsly love: but, Of 
how eaſily is the purity of our affections ſullied; how 
foon the fervour of our gratitude cooled! And is 
there not ſomething amiſs, even in our beſt moments? 
Something to be honed of, in all we are; ſomething 
to be repented of, in all we do? 

With what gladneſs, therefore, and adoring grati— 
tude, ſhould we © ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of our 
«© incarnate Gop;” and receive, as a divine pift, 
what cannot be acquired by human works ® !— A wri- 
ter of the firſt diſtinttion, and niceſt diſcernment, 
ſtiles the obedience of our glorious Surety, an ever- 
tafling righteouſneſs f. Such as was ſubject to no in- 
terruption, nor obſcured by the leaſt blemiſh z but 
proceeded always in the ſame uniform tenor, of the 
moſt ſpotleſs perfection. This righteouſneſs, in ano- 
ther ſenſe, anſwers the prophet's noble deſcription 
as its beneficial and ſovereign efficacy knows no end; 
but laſts. through all our life; laſts in the trying hour 
of death; laſts at the deciſive day of judgment; laſts 
through every generation; and will laſt to all eter» 
nity. . | 


SOMETIMES I have ſeen that reſplendent globe 
ript of her radiance ; or, according to the em» 
phatical language of ſcripture, “ turned into blood.“ 
The earth, interpoſing with its opake body, inter- 
cepted the ſolar rays, and caſt its'own gloomy thadow 
on the moon. The malignant influence gained upon 
her fickening orb; extinguiſhed, more and more, the 
remainders of light; till, at length, like one in a deep 
ſwoon, no comelineſs was left in her countenance; the 
was totally over/pread with darkneſs. At this junc- 
ture, what a multitude of eyes were gazing upon the 
rueful ſpectacle! Even of thoſe eycs, which diſre- 
arded the empreſs of the night; or beheld her with 
indifference; when, robed in glory, and riding in her 
triumphal chariot, ſhe ſhed a iofter day through the 


+ Dag. ix, 24. 


Rom. v. 11.— . 3+ 


nations. 
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nations. But now, under theſe circumſtances of dif- 

race, they watch her notions with the moſt pryin 
attention ; in every place, her misfortune is the objec 
of general obſervation; and the prevailing topic o 
diſcourſe in every company. 

Is it not thus, with regard to per/ons of eminence, in 
their reſpective ipheres! Kings, at the head of their 
ſubjects; nobles, ſurrounded with their dependents ; 
and (after names of lo much grandeur, may | be al- 
lowed to add) miniſters, in their pariſhes * ; z Are each 1 in 
a conſpicuous ſtation. Their behaviour, in its minu— 
teſt ſtep, eſpecially in any miſcarriage, will be narrow- 
ly ſurveyed, and critically ſcanned. Can there be a 
louder call, to ponder the paths of their feet, and to 
be particular ly zealous over all their ways ?—Thole, 
that move in inferior life, may groſsly offend z and 
little alarm be given; perhaps no notice taken, But 


it is not to be expected, that the leaſt ſlip in their con- 


duct, the leaſt flaw in their character, will paſs- un- 
diſcovered. Malice, with her eag/e-eyes, will be ſure 
to diſcern them; while cenſure, with her brill trum- 

et, will- be as far from conccaling them; as calumny, 


wich her treacherous whiſpers, from extenuating them. 


A planet may fink below the horizon; or a ſtar, for 


ſeycral months, withdraw its ſhining ; and ſcarce one 
in ten thouſand perceive the lols. But, if the moon 


ſuffers a tranſient cclip-e, almoſt half the world are 
ſpectators of her diſhionour. 

Very different was the caſe, when, at this late hour, 
I have taken a ſolitary walk on the Weſtern cliffs. At 
the foot of the ſteep mountain, the tea, all clear and 
ſmooth, ſpread ittelt into an immenſe plain, and held 
a watery mirror to the ſkies, Iaſinite cit aboye, 
the firmameat ſtretched its azure expanle z belpangled 
with unnumbered ſtars, and adorned with the moon, 
walking in brighincis. +.” She ſeemed to contem- 
plate berſelf, with a peculiar pleaſure; while we 


Le are the light of the world. A city that is ſet on an hilt, 
cannot be hid, Maith v. 14+ 


1 Job XIII. 26. 
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tranſparent ſurface, both received, and returned, her 

filver image. Here, inſtead of being covered with 
ſackcloth, ſhe ſhone. with double luſtre; or rather, 

with a luſtre multiplied, in proportion to the number 
of beholders, and their various ſituations. 

Such, methinks, is the effect of an exemplary be- 
haviour, in perſons of exalted rank. Their courſe, 
as it is nobly diſtinguiſbed, ſo it will be happily influen- 
tial. Others will catch the diffuſive ray; and be am- 
bitious to reſemble a pattern fo attrafting fo com- 
manding. Their amiable qualities will not terminate 
in themſclvcs: but we ſhall ſee them reflected from 
their families, their acquaintance, their retainers, Juſt 
as we may now behold another moon; trembling in 
the ſtream z- glittering in the canal; and difplayipg its 
lovely impreſs, on every collection of waters. 


Tux moon, philoſophy ſays, is a ſort of ſovereign: 
over the great deep. Her orb, like a royal ſceptre, 
fways the ocean, and actuates the fluid realms, It 
fwells the tides, and perpetuates the reciprocal returns 
of ebb and flow. By which means, the liquid element 
purges of its filth; and is preſerved from being putri- 
fied itſelf, and from poiſoning the world,——ls the 
moon thus operative on the vaſt abyſs? And ſhall: 
not the faith of eternal and infinite-delights to come, 


be equally efficacious on this foul of mine? Far 


above her argent fields are treaſures of happineſs, un - 
ſeen by mortal eye; by mortal ear unheard; and un- 
conceived by any human imagination. In that, deſt- 
'rable world, the moſt diſtinguiſhed honours. alſo are 


"conferred; in compariſon with which, the thrones. 
add diadems of earthly monarchs, are empty pageants, 


And childiſh toys. Yonder: arch of lapphire, with all 
| its fpanglcs of gold, is. but the floor. of thoſe divine a- 


"bodes. What.then are the apartments; what is the 


palace? how. bright with glories 3 how. rich wich 
bliſs ?“ | | 

O!] ye manſions. of bleſſedneſs; ye beauties of my 
Eather's kingdom; that far outſhine theſe lamps of 


"26: - 


of reſtleſs deſire, after ſublime and celeſtial joys. 
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the viſible heaven; tranſmit your ſweet and winnin 
invitations to my heart. Attract, and refine, all my 
affections, With hold them from fagnating, on the 
fordid ſhores of fleſh 3 never ſuffer them to ſettle up- 
on the lees of ſenſe; but imprefs them with emotions 


Joys, that will proceed on in one everlaſting flow, 
when feas fhall ceaſe to roll :—joys, that will charm 
every faculty with unimaginable pleaſure 3 when the 
moon, with. her waxing ſplendors, ſhall chear our 
fight no more. 


Exo uc for the preſent evening. My thoughts 
have been ſufficiently exerciſed, and my ſteps begin 
to be attended with wearineſs, Let me obey the ad- 
monition of nature; and give reſpite to my medita- 
tions, flamber to my eyes. But ſtay. — dhalt 
J retire to the bed of ileep, with as little ceremony, 
and with as much inattention, as the brutes to their 
ſordid lair? Are no achnouledgments due to that 
divine Being, who has been the ſupport of my life, 
and the length of my days? Havel no farther need 
of his protecting care; no more occation for the 
bleſſings ot his goodneſs ? Lejidus, perhaps, may 
laugh at the bended knee; and have a thoufand darts 
of raillery, ready to be diſcharged on the practice of 
devotion. The wits, I know, are unmercitully ſevere 
on what they call, the drudgery of prayer, and the 
fantaſtical rant of praiſe, Theſe they live to the 
Hliterate labourer, and mean mechanic; or treat them, 
with a contemptuous ſneer, as the parſon's ignoble trade. 

Is it then an inſtance of ſuperſtitious blindneſs, to 
diſtinguiſh; or, of whimfical zeal, to celebrate; the 
moſt ſupereminent merit? Is it an ungraceſul buſineſs; 
or does it argue a grovelling diſpoution; to magnity 
goodneſs, tranſcendently rich and dittufive? Is it. 
only for the inferior herd, to admire the moit conſum- 


mate excellence; only for puſillanimous creatures; to 


maintain an afhance on Almighty power ?—— What 
can be ſo truly becoming a dependent ftate, as to pay 
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our adoring homage, to the Fountain of perfection; 
and profeſs our devoted allegiance, to the ſupreme 
Governer of the univerſe? Can any thing more ſigni- 
ficantly beſpeak an ingenucus temper ; or adminiſter a 
more real ſatisfaction to its fineſt feelings; than the exer. 
ciſes of penitential piety ? by which we give vent to an 
honeſt anguiſh : or melt into filial ſorrow ; for our 
inſenſibility to the beſt of friends, for our diſobedience 
to the beſt of parents? In a word; can there be a 
more ſublime pleaſure, than to dwell, in fixed contem- 
plation, on the beauties of the eternal Mind; the 
amiable Author of all that is fair, grand, and har- 


monious; the beneficent Giver of all that is conve- 
nient, comfortable, and uſeful ? Can there be a 


more advantageous employ, than to preſent our re- 
queſts to the - of mercies; opening our minds 
to the irradiations of his wiſdom, and all the faculiics 
of our ſouls to the communications of his grace ?—— 
It is ſtrange, unaccountabiy ſtrange, that the notion 
of dignity in ſentiment, and the purſuit of refined 
enjoyment, ſhould ever be difunited from devot ion. 
That perſons, who make pretenſions to an improved 
taſte, and cxalted genius, ſhould neglect this moſt 
ennobling intercourſe, with the wiicſt and beſt of 
3cings; the incxhauſtible ſpring of honour and joy. 
Shall I be deterred, from approaching this ſource of 
the pureſt delight? Deterred, from purſuing this 

igheſt improvement of my nature? Dceterred from 


all, by a /ermidable banter z or conſuted by one irre- 
Jragadle imile ? 


No; let the moon, in her reſplen- 
dent ſphere; and yonder pole, with all its ſtarry train; 
witnets, if I te ſilent even or morn. IE I refrain 10 
kindle in my heart, and breathe from my lips, the 
reaſonable incenſe of praiſe, Praiſe to that great 
and glorious GoD, who tormed the earth, and builr 
the ſkics; who poured from his hand the water 

world, and breathed the all-iurrounding air k wes f 
“ Thou alto made the night, Maker omnipotcnt/! 
ec and thou, the day! which I, though leſs than the 
$ leatt ot all thy mercics, have pailcy in ſafety, tran- 
| « quillity, 
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| ce quillity, and comfort, — When I was loſt in the 
| « extravagance of dreams, or lay immerſed in the in- 
t ſenſibility of ſleep; thy hand recovered me from 

- © the temporary lethargy, and ſtrung my /mbs with 

© recruited vigour: thy hand ſet a new, a delicately 


| « fine edge, on all my blunted /en/es : and awakened 
f « my thoughts, when benumbed, into alacrity; re- 
; « duced them, when diſconcerted, into order: refit- 
© ting me, at once, to diſcharge the duties of my 

« ſtation; to reliſh the innocent entertainments of an 
; « animal, and to enjoy the ſublime gratifications of a 


t rational capacity. When darkneſs covered the 
« face of the creation, at thy command the /n arole, 
& and darted its beams; painted the flowers, and di- 
© ſt inguiſhied every object: gave light to my feet, gave 
6 direction to my hands, and gave nature, with all 
„% ler beautiful ſcenes, to my eye.——'To thee, O 
© thou Gop of my life, I owe the continuance of my 
« being, and the vivacity of my conſtitution, By 
* thy ſacred order, without any confciouſneſs of 
© mine, the wheels of nature move within me, and 
«© the vital fountain plays. Impelled by thy power, the 
crimſon current flows through innumerable chan- 
nels; and never once miſſes its way; never once is 
© interrupted in its courſe : when a {mall obſtruction 
« might be diſeaſe ; or the burſting of a ſingle artery, 
& death. Over-ruled by thy exquiſite {kill, it tranſ- 
forms itſelf, by the niceſt operations of an inexpli- 
cable kind of chemiſtry, into a variety of the fineſt 
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- „ ſecretions: which plide into the muſcl-s, and ſwell 
3 © them for action; or pour themſelves into the fluids, 
0 © and repair their inceſſant decays; which cauſe 
£ „ chearfulneſs to ſparkle in the eye, and health to 
at „ bloom in the cheek. . | | | 
it % Dijaſirgus accidents, irgurious to the peace of my 
? © mind; or fatal to the welfare of my body,; beſet 
. © my paths, in formidable ambuſh. But thy faith» 
| © fulneſs and truth, like an impenetrable ſhield, co- 
ve „% vered my head, and guarded me all around. Un- 
_ der this divine protection, I walked tecure, amidſt 


Ys . | 6 legions 
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« legions of apparent perils; and paſſed unhurt 
« through an unknown multiplicity of wn/ſeen evils, 
« Not one of my bones was broken; nor a ſingle ſhaft 
& grazed uppn my eaſe; even when the eye that 
„ watched over me, ſaw, in its wide ſurvey, thouſands 
&« falling beſide me in wrecoverable ruin; and ten thou- 
% /ands deeply wounded by the arrows that flew on 
* my right hand. — If fickneſs has, at any time, viſit- 
ed my chamber, or pain harrowed my fleſh; it 
& was a wh:le/ome diſcipline, and a gracious ſeverity, 
The chaſtiſement proved a fovereign medicine, to 
© cure me of an immoderate fondneſs for this im- 
perfect troubleſome ſtate ; and to quicken my de- 
© ſires after the unimbittered enjoyments of eternity. 
©. Has not thy munificence, unwearied and un- 
« bdunded, ſpread my fable, and furniſhed it with 
„ the fineſt wheat, replenithed it with marrow 2nd 
* fatne/ſs? While temperance ſw ectened the bowl; 
© appetite ſeaſoned the diſh; contentment and grati- 
& tude crowned the repaſt.—Has not thy kindneſs, O 
Goep of the families of /frael, preſerved my affec- 
tionate relatians ; who ſtudy, by their tender offi- 
ces, to ſoften every care, and heighten every joy? 
© and given me valuable friends, whoſe preſence is a 
cc cordial, to chear me in a dejected hour; and whole 
« converſation mingles improvement with delight ? 
% When in lay lurking amidſt flowery ſcenes of 
&« plcaſure; enlightened by thy witdom, 7 diſcerned 
© the latent miſchief ; made reſolute by thy grace, I 
& ſbunncd the luſcious bane. If, through the impulſe 


& of ſenſuality, or the violence of paſſion, I have 
« been hurried into the ſnare, and ſtung by the ſer. 
« pent; thy faithful admonitions have recalled the 


c 


fooliſh wanderer; while the blood of thy Son has 


& healed his deadly wounds. Some, perhaps, have 
& becn cut off in the midit of their iniquities; and, to 
© their incxprefiible aſtoniſhment, tranſmitted from 
© the thrillings of polluted joy, to the agonies of eter= 
e nal deſpair : whereas, I have been diſtinguiſhed by 
long luffcring mercy z and inſtead of lifting up my 
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eyes in torments, to behold a heaven irrecoverably 
loſt; I may lift them up under the pleaſing views 
of being admitted, ere long, into thoſe abodes of 
unutterable felicity.— In the mean time thou batt 
vouchſated me the revelation of thy will; the in- 
fluences of thy Spirit; and abundance of the 
moſt effectual aids, for advancing in knowledge, 
and growing in godlineſs; for becoming more con- 
formable to thy image, and more meet for thy 
preſence : tor taſting the ſacred pleaſures of reli. 
gion, and ſecuring the unſearchable riches of 
heaven, 
% How various is thy beneficence, O thou lover of 
ſouls! It has unſealed a thouſand ſources of good 
opened a thouſand avenues of delight, and heaped 
bleſſings upon me, with a ceaſeleſs liberality, If 
I ſhould attempt to declare them, they would be 
more than ibe fars, which glitter in this unclouded 
ſKy ; more than the dewy gems, which will adorn 
the tace of the moruing. | 


« AxD ithill I 7orget the Gop of my ſalvation, the 
author of all my incrcies ? Rather let my pulic for- 
get to beat! Shall I render him no expreſſions of 
thankfulneſs? Then might all nature reproach 
my ingratitude.—Shall I reſt ſatisfied with the bare 
acknowledgment of my lips? No: let my life be 
vocal, and ipeak his praiſe, in that only genuine, 
that moſt emphatical language—the language of 
devout obedience, Let the hill be drawn upon my 
very heart; let all my affections acknowledge the 
draught; and let the whole tenor of my actions, 
in time, and through eternity, be continually pay» 
ing the debt-— the mighty debt of duty, venera- 
tion, and love. : 
% Andcanl, O thou guide of my goings, and 
guardian of all my intereſts can I diſtruſt ſuch 
ſignal, ſuch experienced goodneſs? Thou haſt been 
my helper, through all the buſy ſcenes of day: there» 
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fore, under the ſhadow of thy wings will I repoſe 


myſelf, during the darkneſs, the danger, and 
death-like . inactivity of the night. Whatever 
defilement I have contracted, waſh it thoroughly 
away in redeeming blood; and let neither the ſinful 


ſtain, nor the ſinful inclination, accompany me to 


my couch | — Then ſhall 7 lay me down in peace, 
and take my reſt ; cheartully referring it to thy all- 
wiſe determination, whether I ſhall open my eyes 


in this world, or awake in the unknown regions of 


another.” 
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ON THE 


STARRY HEAVENS. 


There dwells a noble pathos in the ſites, 

Which warms our paſſions, proſelytes our hearts : 

Hew eloquently ſhines the glowing pole 

With what authority it gives ita charge, 

Tg great truths in ile ſublime ! 
Night-Thoughts, No IX. 
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have a real, a certain foundation, in the nature and 
conſtitution of things. | 
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T HIS evening, I exchange the nice retreats of 
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art, for the noble theatre of nature. Inſtead 
of meaſuring my ſteps, under the covert of an 
arbour ; let me range along the ſummit, of this gen- 
tly rifing hill.— There is no need of the leafy ſhade, 
ſince the ſun has quitted the horizon, and withdrawn 
his ſcorching beams, But fee, how advantages and 
inconveniencies are uſually linked, and chequzr our af- 
fairs below ! If the annoying heat ceaſes, the landſtip, 
and its plcaſiag ſcenes, are alto removed. The majeſtic 
caitle, and the lowly cottage, are vaniſhed together. 
I have loſt the aſpiring mountain, and its ruflet brow z 
I look round, but to no purpole, for the humble vale, 
and its flowery lap. The plains, whitened with flocks, 
and the heath, yellow with furze, diſappear. The ad- 
vancing night, has wrapt in darkneſs the long-extend- 
ed foreſt; and drawn her mantle over the windings 
of the ſilver ſtream. I no longer behold that luxu- 
riaat fertility in>the fields; that wild magnificence of 
proſpect, and endleſs varicty of images; which have 
ſo often touched me with delight, and fruck me with 
aue, from this commandiny eminence. 
The loſs, however, is ſcarcely to be regretted; 
ſincc it is amply compenſated by the opening beauries 
A a 2 of 
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of the ſky. Here, I enjoy a free view of the whole 
hemiſphere ; without any obſtacle from below, to con- 
fine the exploring eye; or any cloud from above, to 
overcaſt the ſpacious concave, It is true, the lively 
vermilion, which ſo lately ſtreaked the chambers of 
the weſt, is all faded: but the-planets, one after an- 
other, light up their lamps; the /fars advance in their 
glittering train; a thouſand and a thouſand lumi- 
naries, ſhine forth in ſucceſſive ſplendors; and the 
whole firmament is kindling into the moſt beautiful 

low. The b/nene/s of the ther, heightened by the 
Faſon of the year, and {ſtill more enlivened by the ab- 
fence of the moon, gives thoſe gems of heaven the 
ſtrongeſt luſtre, 

One pleaſure more the invading gloom has not 
been able to inatch from my ſenſe, The night rather 
improves than deſtroys the fragrance which cxhales 
from the blooming beans. With theſe, the ſides of this 
ſloping declivity are lined; znd with theſe, the balmy 
zephyrs perfume their wings. Does Arabia, from all 
her ſiey groves, breathe a more liberal, or a more 


* charming gate of ſweets ? And what is a peculiar re- 
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commendation of the rural entertainments, preſented 
in our happy land, they are alloyed by no apprehen- 
fions of danger. No poiſonous ſerpent lurks under 
the bloſſom; nor any ravenous beaſt lies, ready to 
ſtart from the thicker. But, I wander from a far 
more exalted ſubject. My thoughts, like my affec- 
tions, are too cafily diverted from the heavens, and 
detained by inferior objects. Away, my attention, 
from theſe little blandi/bments of the earth, ſince all 
the glories of the ſty invite thy regard. 


Wr have taken a turn among the Tombs, and view. 
ed the ſolemn memorials of the dead; in order to 
learn the vanity of mortal things, and to break their 
ſoft enchantment. We have ſurveyed the ornaments 
of the Garden ; not that the heart might be planted in 
the parterre, or take root among the flowery race: 
but that theſe delicacies of a day might teach us to 

aſpire 
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aſpire after a better paradiſe; where beauty never 
fades, and delight is ever in the bloom.—A third 
time we lighted the candle of meditation; and ſought 
for wiſdom, not in the crowded city, or wrangling 
ſchools, but in the filent and lonely walks of ancient 
Night *.—L2t us once more indulge the contemplative 
vein, and raiſe our ſpeculations to thoſe ſublimer works 
of the great Creator; which the regions of the ſky 
contain, and this duiky hour unvails +. 

It we have diſcerned the touches of his pencil, 
glowing in the colours of ſpring ; if we have teen a 
tample of his beneficence, exhibited in the ſtores of 
nature; and a riy of his brightneſs beaming in the 
blaze of day: O] what an infinitely richer field for 
the diſplay of his perfections, are the heavens! The 
heavens, in the moit emphatical manner, declare the 
glory ot Gop. The heavens are nobly eloquent of 
the Deity, and the moit magnificent heralds of their 
Maker's praiſe. They ſpeak to the whole univerſe ; 
for there is neither /peech lo barbarous, but their 
language is underſtood; nor nation ſo diſtant, but 
their voices are heard among them },—Lert me then, 
when multitudes are buried in {lecep, liſten to their 
ſilent lectures. Perhaps I may receive ſuch impreſſive 
manifeſtations of “ the cternal power and Godhead,” 
as inay ſhed religion on my foul, while I walk the ſoli- 
tary thailesz and may be a tutelary friend to my virtue, 
whea tac call of buſineſs, and the return of light, ex- 
poic me agaia to the inroads of te:npiation. 

The {fraelites, iaſtigated by treuzy, rather than 
devotion, worihipp:d tac hoſt of heaven. And the 
pretenders to judicial aſtrolegy tals of, I kn not 
what, mylicrivus cil.acy; ia the dikereat aſpec of 
the itars, or the various conjuactioa and oppoſition 


* Alluding to the ſeveral ſubjects of the three preceding eſſays. 


I Night opes the noblet ſcenes, and ſheds an awe, 
Which gives thoſe venerable ſceues tall weight, 
And dcep reception iu tycatcadec'd heart, 
Nigbi- Thoughts, No IX. 
4 Pal. xix. 3. 
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of the planets. Let thoſe who are unacquainted 
with the ſure word of revclation, give ear to theſe 
ſons of deluſion, and dealers in deceit: for my part, 
It is a queſtion of indifference to me, whether the 
conſtellations ſhone with ſmiles, or loured in frowns, 
on the hour of my nativity. Let CarisT be my 
guard; and, ſecure in ſuch protection, I would laugh 
at their impotent menaces. Let CuyR1sT be my guide: 
and I ſhall icorn to aſk, as well as deſpair of receiving 
any predictive information from ſuch lifeleſs mafles. 
— What! ſhall © the living ſeek to the dead“? Can 
theſe bodies advertiſe me of future events, which are 
unconſcious of their un exiſtence? Shall I have 
recourſe to unintelligent ſtupid matter, when I may 
apply to that all-wiſe Being, who, with one compre- 
henſive glance, diſtinctly views whatever is lodged in: 
the boſom of immenſity, or forming in the womb of 
futurity ?f—— Nc ver will I ſearch for any intimations: 
of my fate; but often trace my Creator”s fect/teps F, 
in yonder ftarry plains. In the former caſe, they 
would be teachers of lies; in the latter, they are 
oracles of truth. In this therefore, this ſenſe only, 
1 profeſs myſelf the pupil of the ſtars... 


® Tf. viii. 19. 

+ «© It. is moſt becoming (ſays à great author) foch imperfect 
© creatures as we are, to contemplate the works of CoD. with this 
* deſign, that we may diſcern the manifeſtations of wiſdom in 
% them; and thereby excite in ourſelves, thoſe devout aff. ct ons, 
«4 and that ſuperlative reſpect, which is the very eſſence of praile 3, 
* asit is a reaſonable and moral ſervice.” A-ernethy on the Attrt- 
dutes. And, indeed, if we are finccrely diſpoſed to empioy 
ourſelves in this excellent, this delightful duty: ot praiſiug the infi- 
nite Creator ; the means and the motives, are both at hand. His 
works, in a wonderful and inſtructive varicty,. pretent themic!ves ;. 
with. pregnant manifeſtations of the moſt tren;cendent excellencies of. 
their Makes. They pour their evider.ces from all quarters, and in- 
to all the avenues of the mind They. invite us, expecially in the. 
magnificent ſy/iem of the univerſe, to contemplate——cour/cl, con- 
ſummatcly wiſe ;. and execution inimitably perfect: — power, to 
which nothing is impoſſible; and goodneſs, which extendeth to all, 
which endureth for ever.———To give, not a tuil diſplay, but only 
ſome ſlight ſiriflures, of theſe glorious uuths, is the principal ſcope 
af the following rcmarks.. 

3 Tas: 
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Tux vulgar are apprehenſive of nothing more, 
than a multitude of bright ſpangles, dropt over the 
tethereal blue, They have no higher notion of theſe 
fine appearances, than that they are ſo many golden 
fiuds, with which the cmpyrian arch is decorated, — 
But ftudious minds, that carry a more accurate and 
ſtrict inquiry among the celeitial bodies, bring back 
advices of a moſt aſtoniſhing import. Let me juit re- 
collect the muſt material of thuſe fupendous diſcos 
veries in order to furniſh out proper ſubjects for 
our contemplation, And let the uniearned re- 
member, That the ſcene I am going to dif- 
play, is the workmanſhip of that incomprehenſible 
Gop, who is “ perfect in knowledge, and migh- 
6 ty in power: wnoſe name, whoſe nature, 
and all whoſe operations, are © great and marvel- 


lous:“ who tummons into being, with equal eaſe, a 


ſingle grain, or ten thouſand worlds.—To this if we 
continually advert, the aficrtions, though they will 


certainly excite our admiration, need not tranicend 
our beef. 


Tax earth is, in fact, a round body; however it 
may ſcem, in ſome parts, to be ſunk into vales, and 
Failed in hills *; in other parts, to be ſpread into a 
{pacious plain, extending to the contines of the 
heavens, or terminated by the waters of the o- 
cean. — We may fancy, that it has deep foun» 
dations, and reſts upon ſome prodigiouſly ſolid baſis ; 
but it is pendent, in the wide tranſpicuous æther; 


A learned writer, 1 think, Dr VDerbam, has ſomewhere an ob- 
ſervation to this purpoſe—— That the loftieſt um mit- of hills, and 
the moſt enormous ridges of mountains, are no real objection to the 
labular form of the earth- Becauie, however they may render it, to 
our limited fight, vaſtly uneven and protubcraut ; yet, they bear 
no more proportion to the entre ſurface or the terraqucous ball, than 
a particle of duſt, caſually dropt on the mathematician's globe, bears 
to its whole circumterence. Conſequently, the rotund figure is no 
n:.0:ic deſtt yed in the one caſe, than in the other. On the 
fame principle, I have not thought it neceſſary, to take any notice 
ot the co. paratively imall diſteicnce, between the polar aud equate» 


without 
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without any viſible cauſe, to uphold it from above, or 


ſupport it from beneath. lt may ſeem to be ſedentary 
in its attitude, and motionleſs in its ſituation: but it is 
continually /ailing “, through the depths of the ſky 
and, in the ſpace of twelve months, finiſhes the migh- 
ty voyage. Which periodical rotation produces the 
ſeaſons, and completes the year. As it proceeds in 
the annual circuit, it /p:ns upon its own centre,; and 
turns its ſides alternately to the fountain ot light, By 


which means, the day dawns in one hemiſphere 


while the night ſucceeds in the other. Without this 
expc dient, one part of its regions would, during half 
the great revolution, be ſcorched with exceffive heat, 
or languiſh under an unintermitted glare: while the o- 
ther, expoſed to the contrary extremes, would be fro. 
zen to ice, and buried under a long oppreſſion of diſ- 
mal and deſtructive darkneſs. 

I cannot forbear taking notice, that, in this com- 
pound motion of the earth, the one in no wile inter- 
Feres with the other, but both are perfectly compatible. 
Is it not thus, with the precepts of religion, and the 
needful affairs of the preſent life; not excepting even 
the innocent gratifications of our appetites ? — Some, 
I believe, are apt to imagine, that they muſt renounce 
ſociety, if they devote themſclves to CHRIST, and a- 
bandon all the ſatisfactions of fig world, it they once 
become zealous candidates for the feliciry of another. 
Hut this is a very miſtaken notion, or elſe a very in- 
Jurious repreſentation, of the doctrine which is ac- 
cording to godlincis. It was never intended to drive 
men into deſirts; but to lead them, through the 
peaceful and pleaſant paths of wiſdom, into the bliſstul 
regions of lite eternal. It was never intended to ſtrike 
oft the wheels of bu/ine/s, or cut in {under the finews 
of induſiry; but rather to make men induſtrious, from 
a principle of con/cience, not from the inſtigations of 


With what amazing ſpeed, this veſſel, (if I may. carry on the 
alluſion), tilied with a multitude of nations, and treighted with all. 
their poſlethons, makes her way through the æthetial fpace; tee 
Page 100 in note. 1 5 

avarice ; 
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evarice; that ſo they may promote their immortal 
happineſs, even while they provide for their temporal 
maintenance. It has no deſign to extirpate our paſ- 
ſions, but only to reſtrain their irregularities; neither 
would it damp the delights of ſenſe, but prevent them 
from evaporating into vanity, and ſubſiding into gall, 
A perſon may be chearful among his friends, and 
yet joyful in Gop. He may taſte the ſweets of his 
earthly eſtate 3 and, at the ſame time, cheriſh his 
hopes of a nobler inheritance in heaven. The trader 
may proſecute the demands of commerce, without 
neglecting to negotiate the affairs of his ſalvation. 
The warricr may wear his fword; may draw, in a 
juſt cauſe, that murderous weapon; and yet be a good 
foldier of JEsUs CHRIST, and obtain the crown that 
fadeth not away. The parent may lay up a compe- 
tent portion for his children, and not forfeit his 
title to the treaſures, either of grace or glory.—So far 
is Cl» iſtianity from obſtructing any valuable intereſt, 
or with-holding apy real pleaſure; that it evidently 
advances the one, and improves the other. Juſt as 
the diurnal and annual motions, are fo far from claſh» 
ing, that they perfectly accord; and, inſtead of being 
deſtructive of each other, by mutually blending their 
effects, they give proportion and harmony to time, 
fertility and innumerable benefits to nature. 


To us, that dwell on its ſur face, the earth is by far 
the met extenſive orb, that our eyes can any where 
behold, It is alſo clothed with verdure; diinguiſhed 


by trees; and adorned with a variety of beautiful de- 


corations, Whereas, to a ſpectator placed on one 


of the plancts, it wears an uniform aſpect; looks all 


luminous, and no larger than a ſpot. lo beings, who 
dwell at {till greater diſtances, it cntircly dilappcars.— 
That which we call, alternately, the morring, or the 
evening- ſtar; as in one part of her orbit, the rides tore» 
moſt in the proceſſion of night; in the other, uſhers 
in, and anticipates the daun; is a planetary wor id, 
Which, with the four others, that o wonderfull) vas 
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ry their myſtic dance, are in themſelves dark bodies, 
and ſhine only by reflection: have fields, and ſeas, and 
Kies of their own: are furniſhed with all accommo- 
dations for animal ſubſiſtence, and are ſuppoſed to be 
the abodes of intellectual life. All which, together 
with this our earthly habitation, are dependent on that 
grand diſpenſer of divine munificence, the ſun ; re- 
ceive their light from the diſtribution of his rays, and 
_ derive their comforts from his benign agency. 


Tae ſun, that ſeems to perform its daily ſtages 
through the ſky, is, in this reſpect *, fixed and im- 
moveable. Ir is the great axle of heaven, about which 
the globe we inhabit, and other more ſpacious orbs, 
wheel their ſtated courſes. The ſun, though ſeem- 
ingly ſmaller than the dial it illuminates, is abundantly 
larger + than this whole earth; on which ſo man 
lofty mountains riſe, and ſuch vaſt oceans roll, A 
line, extending trom fide to ſide, through the'centre 
of that reſpleodent orb, would meaſure more than 
eight hundred thouſand miles: a girdle, formed to 
go round its circumference, would require a length 
of millions: and were its ſolid contents to be compu- 
ted, the account would even confound our under- 
ſtanding, and be almoſt beyond the power of language 
to expreſs 4. Are we ſtartled at theſe reports of 
philoſophy ? Are we ready to cry out, in a tranſport 
of ſurpriſe; How mighty is the Being, who Kkin- 
dled ſuch a prodigiuus fire; and keeps alive, from 
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* I fay, in this reſgect; that I may not ſeem to forget or exclude, 
the revolution of the ſun round its own axis, 
+' A kundred thoufaud times, according to the weſt reckoning, 
Sir Iſauc Newton computes the ſun to be 900,090 times bigger than 
the earth. Religions FPhileſopber, p. 742. : 
I Dr Derbam, after having calculated the dimenſions of the pla- 
nets, adds, Amazing as theſe maſſes are, they are all far outdone 
* by that fupc:.cous globe of light, the ſun ; which as it is the 
% fountain of light and heat, to all the planets about it, fo doth it 
far ſurpaſs them all in its bulk : its apparent diameter being com- 
putcd at 822,148 Engliſh miles, its ambit at 2,58 :,873 miles, aud 
its lolid conteiits at 290,97 1,909,9000,090,990,” Ajirg-Theolog. 
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age to age, ſuch an enormous maſs of flame? Let 
us attend our philoſophic guides, and we ſhall be 
brought acquainted with ſpeculations, incomparably 
more inlarged and amazing, 36, if 

This ſun, with all its attendant planets, is but a ve- 
ry little part of the grand machine of the univerſe. 
Every /tar, though, in appearance, no bigger than the 
diamond, that glitters upon a lady's ring; is really a 
vaſt globe, like the ſun in ſize, and in glory; no leſs 
ſpacious, no leſs luminous, than the radiant ſource of 
our day. So that every ſtar is, not barely a world, 
but the centre of a magnificent /y/kem ; has a retinue 
of worlds, irradiated by its beams, and revolving 
round its attractive influence, All which are loſt to 
our ſight, in unmeaſurable wilds of æther.—— That 
the ſtars appear like ſo many diminutive, and ſcarce 
diſtinguiſhable points, is owing to their immenſe, and 
inconceivable diffance. Immenſe and inconceivable 
indeed it is; ſince a ball, ſhot from the loaded can- 
non, and flying with unabated rapidity, muſt travel, 
at this impetuous rate, almoſt ſeven hundred thous 
ſand years *, before it could reach the neareſt of theſe 
twinkling luminaries. . 

Can any thing be more wonderful than theſe obſer- 
vations? Yes: there are truths far more ſ/iupendous ; 
there are ſcenes far more unbounded, As there is no 
end of the Almighty Maker's greatneſs; ſo no imagi- 
nation can ſct limits to his creating hand. Could you 
ſoar beyond the moon, and paſs through all the pla- 
netary choir : could you wing your way to the higheſt 
apparent ſtar, and take your ſtand on one of thoſe lof- 
tieſt pinnacles of heaven: you would, there, ſce other 

ies expanded; ancther ſun, diſtributing his inex- 
hauſtible beams by day; «ther lars, that gild the hor- 
Fors of the alternate night, and other |, perhaps no- 


bler 


* See Religious Phil:ſopher, p. 819. — Where the exact computa» 


ticn is 691,600 years. 


. See A/irc-Theolegy, book II. chap. I. — Where the author, 
having aſligned various 1caſons, to ſupport this theory of wo 
| ern 
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bler ems, eſtabliſhed; eſtabliſhed, in unknown 
profuſion, through the boundleſs dimenſions of ſpace, 
— Nor does the dominion of the univerſal Sovereign 
terminate there, Even at the end of this vaſt tour, 
you would find yourſelf advanced no farther than the 
ſuburbs of creation ; arrived only at the frontiers of 
the great JEHovan's kingdom“. 


Art we ſtruck with amazement, at this little ftetch 
of a very little part of his works? How then muſt we 
be loſt in wonder, at the conſideration of the CREA. 
TOR himſelf ! Who is ſo high, that he looks down 
on the higheſt of theſe dazzling ſpheres, and ſees even 
the ſummit of creation in a vale: fo great, that this 
prodigious extent of ſpace, is but a point in his pre- 
ſence; 2nd all this confluence of worlds, as the lighteſt 
atom, that fluctuates in air, and diſports in the meri- 


Gian ray . | 
O 


dern aſtronomers, add Beſides (the forementioned) ſtrong pro- 
« babilities, we have this tarrher recommendation of ſuch an ac- 
& count of the univerſe, that it is far more magnificent, and wor- 
« thy of the infinite Creator, than any other of the narrower ſchemes.” 
Job, after a moſt ſublime diſſertation, on the mighty works of 
Gop; as they are ſcattercd through univerſal nature, from the 
heights of heaven, to the very d ptus ot hell; cloſes the magniti- 
cent account, with this noble acknowledgment; Lo ! theſe are parts 
of his ways. Or, as the original word more- literally ſignifies, and 
may, 1 think, be more elegantly rendered; Theſe are only the ſkirts, 
the very uttermsſt borders of his works. No more than a ſmall pre- 
face to the immenſe volume of the ereation From the Hebrew 
WD— extremitates—lI cannot forbear thinking on the extreme and 
very attenvated /bres of the root, when compared with the whole 
ſubſtance of the tr; or, on the exquiſitely mall ſize of the capiliary 
veſſels, when compared with the whole ſtruftuie of the body. 
Job xxvi. 14. 
" + This puts me in mind of a very fine remark on a ſcriptural Beau- 
ty; and a ſolid correction of the common tranſlation ; made by that 
learned, fagacious, and devout expoſitor Vitringa,— If. xl. 15, We 
find it written of the Supreme Being, that he taketh up the iſles, as a 
very little thing. V hich our critic obſerves, is neither anſwerable to 
the import of the original, nor conſonant to the ſtructure of the diſ- 
courſe. The prophet had no intention to inform mankind, what 
the Almighty could do, with regard to the iſlands, if he pleaſed to 
exert his power: but his deſign was to ſhew, how inſignificant, ” 
tat 
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O!] thou ſublime and incomprehenſibly glorious 
Gor, how am [ overwhelmed with awe, and ſunk 
into the loweſt proſtration of mind; when I conſider 
thy © excellent greatneſs,” together with my own little- 
neſs and inſignificancy /——1Is there not moſt abun- 
dant reaſon, to be even confounded at the remem- 
brance; that, exceſhvely mean as I am, I ſhould ever 
entertain one conceited apprehenſiom of myſelf? ſhould 
feel the leaſt elatement of thought, in the preſence of 
ſo majeſtic and adorable a Being ? Were I poſ- 
ſefled of all the high perſections, that accompliſh and 
adorn the angels of light; yet, amidit all theſe noble 


* endowments, I would fall down in the deepeft abaſement 


at thy feet. Loſt in the inflaitely ſaperior blaze, of 
thy uncreated glories; I would confels myſelf to be 
leſs than nothing, and vanity.— How much more 
ought I to maintain the moſt unfeigned humiliation, 
before thy Divine Majeſty ; who am not only duſt 


and aſhes, but a compound of imperfection and de- 
pravity ! 


WIL E, beholding this vaſt expanſe, Tlearn my own 
extreme meanneſs; 1 would alſo diſcover the abje&t 
littleneſs, which is in all terreftrial things, What is 
the earth, with all her oftentatious ſcenes, compared 
with this aſtoniſhing furniture of the ſkies? What, 
but a dim ſpeck, hardly perceivable in the map of the 
univerſe ? It is obſerved, by a very judicious writer *, 
That if the ſun himſelf, which enlightens this part of 
the creation, was extinguithed z and all the hoſt of 


rather what mere nothings they” are, in his eſteem, and before his 
Mejeſty.— The iflinds, fays he, though ſo ſpacious, as to afford room 
for the erection of kingdoms, and the abode of nations; though fo 
ſtro:g, as to withſtand, for many thouſands of years, the raging and 
reiterated aſſaults of the whole watery world; are yet, before the 
adored IEHO AH, ſmall as the mi puteſt grain, which the eye can 
ſcarce diſ ern; light as the feathered mote, which the leaſt breath 
hurries away like a tempeſt. ug PITINR Inſule ſunt 
ut le ve quid, quad avolat. The deep- rooted iſlands are as the volatile atom, 
which, by the geatleſt undulations of the air, is wafted to and fra in per- 
Petual ugit ition, 

Spect Vol. VIII. No 565. 

Vor. II. 
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planetary worlds, that move about him, were annihi- 
lated ; they would not be miſſed, by an eye that can 
take in the whole compaſs of nature, any more than a 
grain of ſand upon the ſea-ſhore. The bulk of which 
they conſiſt, and the ſpace which they occupy, is ſo ex- 
ceedingly little in compariſon of the whole ; that their 
loſs would ſcarce leave a blank, in the immenſity of 
Gop's works.——lIf then, not our globe only, but 
this whole ſyſtem, be ſo very diminutive 5 what is a 
kingdom, or a county? What are a few lordſbipa, 
or the fo much admired patrimonies of thoſe, who are 
ſtiled wealthy“? When lmeaſure them with my own 
little pittance, they ſwell into enormous dimenſions. 
But, when I take the boundleſs univerſe for my ſtand- 
ard, how ſcanty is their ſize, how contemptible their 
figure! They ſhrink into proud and pompous no- 
things f. x 

When the keen-eyed eagle ſoars above all the feather- 
ed race, and leaves her very fight below: when ſhe 
wings her towering way up the ſteep of heaven; and, 
ſteadily gazing on the meridian ſun, accounts its 
beaming ſplendors all her own : does ſhe then regard, 
with any ſolicitude, the mote that is flying in the air, 
or the dt which ſhe ſhook from her feet? And 


ſhall this eternal mind of mine, which is capable of 


_ contemplating its Creator's glory; which is intended to 

en joy the viſions of his countenance : ſhall this eternal 
mind, enducd with ſuch great capacities, and made 
for ſuch exalted ends, be ſo ignobly ambitious, as to 
ſigh for the tinſels of ſtate; or ſo poorly coverous, as 
to graſp after ample territories on a needle's point? 
O! no: while ſuch my conſiderations, I feel 
my ſentiments expand, and my wiſhes acquire a turn 
of ſublimity. Such vaſt ſurveys aſſimilate the ſoul, and 
make her truly great. My throbbing defircs after 
worldly grandeur die away; and 1 find myiclf, if not 


Juvat inter ſidera vagantem divitum pavimenta ridere, & totam cum 

anro juo terram. 5 Sencc. 
Þ Terrelle grandia inanis. Watts' Hor. Lyr. 
poſſeſied 


* 
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poſſeſſed of power, yet ſuperior to its charms, —Too 
long, muſt I own, have my affections been pinioned 
by vanity, and immured in this earthly clod. But 
theſe thoughts break the ſhackles *: theſe objects open 
the door of liberty: my heart, fired by ſuch noble 
proſpects, weighs anchor from this little nook, and 
coaſts no longer about its contracted ſhores; dotes no 
longer on its painted ſhells. The immenſtty of things 
is her range; and an injinity of bliſs is her aim. 


BenorL D this immenſe expanſe, and admire the 
condeſcenſion of thy Gop.—ln this manner, an in- 
ſpired and princely aſtronomer, improved his ſurve 
of the nocturnal heavens. When I confider thy heavens, 
even the works of thy fingers, the moon and the fart 
which thou haſt ordained; J am {ſmitten with wonder at 
thy glory, and cry out in a tranſport of gratitude, 
LORD, what is man, that thou art mindful of him? or 
the fon of man, that thiu viſiteſt him +? © How 
„ amazing, how charming, is that divine grace, 
which is pleaſed to bow down its ſacred regards, to 
« fo fooliſh and worthleſs a creature! Yea, diſdains 
not, from the height of infinite exaltation, to ex- 
tend its kind providential care, to our moſt minute 
& concerns | But that the everlaſting Sovereign 
ſhould give his Son, to be our incarnate Saviour; 
what a miracle is this of condeſcending goodnets ! 
or rather, what are all miracles, what are all myſte- 


„ 7412s, to this ineffable gift !” | 


Had the brighteſt archangel been commiſſioned to 
come Jown, with the olive-branch of peace in his 
hand; and to ſignify his eternal Maker's readineſs to 
be reconciled : on our bended knees, with tears of 


The ſoul of man was made to walk the ſkies, 
Delightſul outlet of her priſon here ! 
1] here, difigcumbcr'd from her chains, the tics 
Of toys terreſttial, ſhe can love at large; 
There fiecly can reſpire, dilate, extend, 
In tult proportion let looſe all her powers. 
| Night-Thoughts, No IX. 


7 Pal. viii. 3. 4. 
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joy, and a torrent of thankfulneſs, we ought to have 
received the tranſporting news. But when, inſtead 
of ſuch an angelic envoy, HE ſends HIS only begotten 
Son ; his Son beyond all thought illuſtrious, to make 
us the gracious overture :—ſcnds him from the © ha. 
« bitation of his holineſs and glory,” to put on all 
the innocent infirmities of mortality, and dwell in a 
tabernacle of clay: — ſends him, not barely to make 
us a #ranfient viſit, but to abide many years in our in- 
ferior and miſcrable world: ſends him, not to exer- 
ciſe dominion over monarchs, but to wear out his /ife 
in the ignoble form of a ſervant ; and, at laſt, to 
make his cxit, under the infamous character of a male- 
actor!“ Was ever love like this? Did ever grace ſtoop 
ſo low *? Should the ſun be ſhorn of all his ra- 
diant honours, and degraded into a clad of the vallies; 
ſhould all the dignitarics of heaven be depoſed from 
their thrones, and Cegenerate. into injefs of a day 
great, great would be the abaſement. But nothing to 


— 


* This reminds me of a very noble piece of /acred crutory, where, 
in a fine ſerics of the moſt beautiful gradaticns, the apoſtle diſplays 
the admirably condeſcending kindneſs of our Saviour. He 
thought it no robbery, it was his indiiputable right, t be equal with 
the infinite, ſelf-exiſtent, immortal Gop : yet, in mercy to ſinners, 
he emptied him ſelf of the incommunicable honours, and laid afide the 
robes uf incomprehenſible glory, When he entered upon his me- 
diatorial ſtate, inſtead of acting in the grand capacity of univerſal 
Sorcre gu, he ſocł upin him the form of a ſer vaut. And not the form 
of thoſe miniſtering ſpirits, whoſe duty is dignity uſclf ; who are 
thron ed, though adoring. He took not on Lim the nature of 
anzels, but fluoped incomparably lower. Aﬀumed a body of ani- 
matcd duſt, end was made in the likencfs of men; thoſe inferior and des 
praved creatures. Aſtoniſhing condeſceuſion! but not ſuſfi gent 
for the overflowing richneſs ot the Reueemer's love, For, being 
found in / aſvion as a man, he hum led himſelf ſarther ſtil Occupied 
the loweſt place, where all was low and ignoble. He not only whe 
mitted to the yoke ct the divine law, but alſo bore the infirmities, 
and miniſt-red to the neceſſities, of morta's. He cen waſhed the 
' fect of others, and bad not where to lay his own bead. Yea, he 
carried his meritorious humiliation, to the very <ecpeſt degrees of 
poſſible abaſement. He tecame obedicnt unte deut- and nut to a 
common or nate deach, but a death more infamous than the zib- 
bet; more tortu dus than the rack——c vir the accurſcd death of the 
61 9ſs, Phil. ii. 6. 2: 8. 
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thine, moſt bleſſed Jesus; nething to thine, thou 
Prince of peace; when for us men, and for our ſat- 
vation, thou didſt not abhor the coarſe accommoda- 
tions of the manger; thou didſt not decline even the 
gloomy horrors of the grave. | 

It is well the facred oracles have given this doctrine 
the moſt reiterated and inconteſtable evidence. Other» 
wile, ſo prodigious a favour muſt ſtagger our belief. 
— Could ne, who /aunches all theſe planetary globes 


through the z/!;imitable void: and leads them on, from 


age to age, in their extenſive career: could nE reſign 
his hands, to be confined by the girding cord; and his 
back to be plowed by the bloody ſcourge? - Could ne, 
who crowns all the ſtars with inextinguithable bright- 
neſs ; be himſelf defiled with iZting, and disfigured 
with the thorny ſcar? It is the greateſt of wenders, 
and yet the ſureſt of truths. | 

O! ye mighty orbs, that roll along the ſpaces of 
the ſky; I wondered, a little while ago, at your vaſt 
dimenſions, and ample circuits. But now my amaze- 
ment ceaſes; or rather, is entirely ſwallowed up by a 
much more hy ee ſubject. Methinks, your 
enormous bulk is thrivelled to an atom, your prodigious 
revolutions are contracted to à ſpan ; while I muſe up- 
on the far more clevated heights, and unfathomable 
depths; the infinitely more extended lengths, and un- 
limited breadths, F this [ve of GOD in CHRIST 
FESUS®. 

While I behold this vaſt expanſe, I fee a mirror, 
that repreſents, in the moſt awful colours, the great- 
neſs of the Creator's glory, and the hz2inou/neſs of hu- 
man guilt,— Ten thouſand vo/umes ; wrote on purpoſe, 
to diſplay the aggravations of my various acts of diſ- 
obedience ;. could not fo effectually convince me of their 
inconceivable enormity, as the conſideration of that 
all-glorious Perſon ; who, to make an atonement 
for them, ſpilt the laſt drop of his blood. — 1 have 


* Eph, iii. 18. 19. » 
T Quo quiſque altids aſcendit in ognitionc CHR TISTI, e preſundius pers 


cati atrucitutem cognojcet. 
B b 3 ſinneds 
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finned, may every child of Adam ſay ; and what ſhall 1 
Ido unto thee, © thou obſerver of men“? Shall J give 0 
my firſt - born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my t 
body for the ſin of my ſoul? Vain commutation! 0 
and ſuch as would be rejected by the blefl:d Gop, c 
with the utmoſt abhorrence.— Will all the potentates, b 
that ſway the ſceptre in a thouſand kingdoms, devote f 
their facred and honoured lives, to reſcue an ob- t 
noxious creature from the ſtroke of vengeance? A- ſ 
las ! it muſt coſt more, vaſtly more, to expiate the d 
malignity of fin, and fave a guilty wretch from hell.” 


— Will all the zrincipalities of heaven be content to tl 
aſſume my nature, and reſign themſelves to death for 0 
my pardon 4? Evcn this would be too mean a ſatiſ ſ 

1 | faction, v 


* Joh vii. 20. Not preſerrer, as it fands in our verſion, but ob- 
ſer ver of men. V\ hich phraſe, as it expreſies the ſtrict and inceſſant 
inſpeflion of the, divine ehe; as it intimates the abſolute impoſſihili- 
ty, that any tranſpretſion ſhould cope the divine notice; is evident- 
ly.m« ſt proper, both to aſſign the regen, and heighten the empby/ſs 
of the context. 

+ Milton ſets this thought in a very poctical and ſtriking licht. 
All the ſanctities f heaven, ft:nd round the throne df the 
ſupreme Majeſty. Go o foreſces and toretels the {all of mar; the uin, 
which will unavoidably enſue on his tranſ reſſie n; and tle ut er 
m poſſibility, of his being cver able to extricate himſelß, from the a= 
byſs of miſery. | , 


He, with his whole ;oſterity, muſt die; 
Die he, or juſtice muſt; un]: fs for him 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid ſatisſacdion, dcath for death. 


After which aſſedting repreſentation, intended to raiſe the moſt tem- 


der emotions of pity ; the following ir quiiy is addreſſed to all the ni 
ſurrounding angels; | 

Say, heav'nly powers, where ſhall we find ſuck. love? as 

"Which of you will be mortal, to redeem _ 

Man's mortal crime ? end die, the dead to ſave ? it. 
| He aſk'd; but all the heav'nly choir ſtood mute, hat 
\ And ſilence was in beav . the 
1 There is, to me at leaſt, an inimitable ſpirit and beauty in the laſt it ; 
1 eircumſtance. That ſuch an inuumcrable multitude, of generous, Un 
#} and compaſſionate beings, ſhould be ſtruck dum) with ſurprize and ter- but 

| ror, at the very mention of the de dy forfeiture and ranſom ſet! No lig! 


kngucge is fo eloquent as this lence, Words could not pollibiy . 
: have 


r rn ent he: 
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faction, for inexorable juſtice; too ſeanty a reparation 
of Gop's irjured honour. 80 flagrant is human guilt, 
that nothing, but a victim of infinite dignity, could 
conſtitute an adequate propitiation. He, who faid, 
% Let there be light, and there was light ;” Let there 
be a firmament, and immediately the blue curtains 
floated in the ſky; He muſt take flcſh; HE muſt fecl 
the fierce torments of crucifixion; and pour cut bis 
ſoul in agonics, if ever ſuch tranſyreflors are par» 
doned. 

How vaſt is that debt; which all the wealth of both 
the Indies cannot diſcharge! How vitiated that habit 
of body; which all the drugs produced by nature her- 
ſelf, cannot rectifſy! But how much more ruined 
was thy condition, O my foul! how much more Hei- 
nous weie thy crimes ? Since nothing leis than the 
ſufferings and death of Meſſiah, the S. n of Gup, and 
radiant image of his glory, could eect thy recovery, 
or cancel thy iniquity. Though, perhaps, thou art 
not funk fo very deep in pollution, as ſome of the 
moſt abandoned profligates; yet remember the ineſti. 
mable ranſom, paid to redeem thre from everlaſting 
deſtruction. Remember this, and“ never open thy 
© mouth any more *,“ either to murmur at the divine 
chaſtiſements, or ro g/zry in thy own attainments. 
Remember this; and even ** /zath thyſelf + for the 
© multitude of thy provocations,” and thy great 


baſe neſs. ä 


Once more: let me view this beautiful, this mag- 
nificent expanſz;z and conceive ſome juſter apprehen- 
ſions, of the unknown riches of my Saviour's atone- 


ment. I am informed by a writer who cannot mi- 
ſtake, that the High Prielt of my profeſſion, who 


have expreſicd, in ſo emphatical a manner, the dreodful nature of 
the taſk ; the abſolute inati'ity of any or all ceatuies to execute 
it; the ſuper- eminent and matchleſs love of the eternal Son, in 
undertaking the tremendous work; not only without relvQance, 
but unſooght and unimplored ; with readineſs, alaciity, and de- 
light. Paradiſe L:/t, Book III. line 209. cdit Bentl. 

* Ezck. x\1, 63. 1 Chap. zi. 31. 


Was 
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was alſo the ſacrifice for my fins, is higher than the 
heavens * ; more exalted in dignity, .more bright wich 
glory, than all the heavenly manſions, and all their 
illuſtrious inhabitants, If my heart was humbled, at 
the conſideration of its exceſſive guilt; how do all my 
drooping powers revive, at this delightful thought ! 
The poor criminal, that feemed to be tcttering on the 
very brink of the infernal pit; is raiſed, by ſuch a 
belief, even to the portals of paradiſe. My ſelf. abaſe- 
ment, I truſt, will always continne; but my fears, 
under the influence of ſuch a conviction, are quite 
gone T. I do not, I cannot, doubt the efficacy of 
this propitiation, /#hilz I fee a glimpſe, of its match- 
leſs excellency; and verily believe myſelf, interefted in 
its merits ; I know not what it is, to feel any miſgi- 
ving ſuſpicions; but am ſted faſt in faith, and joytul 
through hope. | 

Be my iniquities like debts of millions of talents, 

here is more than full payinent for all that mighty ſum. 
Let the enemy of mankind, and acculer ot the bre- 
thren, load me with invettives, before the dreadtul 
tribunal; this one p/ea, A divine Redeemer died, moſt 
thoroughly quaſhes every indictment. For, though 

% Heb. vii. 26. 

+ I am ſerry to find, that fome of my readers were a little diſ- 
guſted at this expretiion, ** My fears are quite gone.” As thinking, 
it diſcovered a tinctuie of arniogance in the iter, and tended to 
diſcourage the weak Chriſtian. But 1 hope, a more mature conſi- 
deration will acquit me, from &th theſe charges, For, what has 
the author ſaid ? Only, that et ſome peculi.rly hupgy moments, when 
the Holy Gheſt bears witneſs of CHRIS I in his heart, and he is fa- 
voured with a glimplie of the P.cdecmer's meatchleſs excellency, 


that, in theſe tright intervals of life, his trembling fears, wit? regard. 


to the deciſive ſentence of the great tiibunal, arc turned into pleas 
ſiag erpectations. And what is there in ſuch a veclaration, « ffen» 
ſive to the fit modeſty, or diſpiriting to the weakeſt believer ? 


| Inſtead of ſtiiking terror, it points out the way to obtaining a ſert/ed 
tranquillity. Its natural tendency is, to engage the ſerious miz.d 


in a mite conſtant and attentive meditation, on the unkyown merits 
of the divine M DIATOR. And were we more thoroughly ac- 
quai ted, more deeply aflected, with his unutterable dignicy ; I 
am periuaded, our uneaſy apprehenions would proportion bly vas 
niſh ; our taith be cſtabLihcd, ou: hopes vrightened, and our joys 

b there 


oo ox. - Y "V. xEV.. "FW, IS 


Ow 
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there be much turpitude, and manifold tranſgreſſions, 
* there is no condemnation to thoſe that are in Cu IS 


„ JEs Us.“ -Nay, were I chargeable with all the vileſt 


deeds, that have been commited in every age of the 
world, by every nation of men; even in this moſt de- 
plorable cate, I need not fink into defpair. Even 
fuch guilt, though grievous beyond all expreſſion, is 
not to be compared with the abundanee of grace and 
righteouſneſs, which is in the incarnate Divinity.— 
How great, how tranſcendently glorious, are the 
perfeftions of the ador:d JeHovan! So great, fo 
ſuperlatively precious, is the ex/zation of the dying 
Jesus. It is impoffible for the human mind to exa/f 
this atonement ®, too highly; it is impoſſible for the 
humble penitent to confide in it, too ſteadily, The 
ſcriptures, che ſcriptures of eternal truth, have ſaid it, 
(exult, my ſoul, in the belief of it ), that the blood 
on which we have to rely, is God's own bloazd +; and 


therefore all- ſufficient to expiate, omnipotent to ſave, 


David, that moſt egregious finner, but more 
exemplary faint, ſeems to have been well acquainted 
with this comfortable truth.— What elſe can be the 
import of that very remarkable, but devout declara- 


tion ? Thou fha't purge me | with byſſop, and T ſhall be 


* This doctrine, though rich with con{-lation to the ruined fine 
ner; yet, is it not likely to open a door for [ientiouſne/s ; and em- 
bolden tranſgreſſors to proſecute their vices ?—No: it is the 
moſt powerful motive to that genuine repentance, which flows from 
an ardent love of Gop; and operates in a hearty deteſtation of all 
fin, and an unfeigned defire to abeund in the works of obedience. 
One who krew the unmeaſurable goodneſs of the LoRPD, and was 
no ft anger to the ſintul perverſeneſs of our nature, ſays, Tiere it 
mercy with thee: THEREFORE ali thou be feared, Plal. 411. 4. 
Words, full to my purpuſe ; which at once dd the hig authorie 
ty to this e,], , and direct our minds to its proper iuſſuence, and 
duc improvement. 

+ Acts xx. 28. | 

t Pſal. li. 5. Thou ſha't purge. I prefer this tranſlation before, the 
new one. Becauſe, this ſpeaks the language of a more ſtedfolt 5e!irf, 
and gives the high hengur to the divine goodneſs, Were the words 
intended to bear no more, than the common petiti:nary ſenſe; and 
not to be expreſſive of a noble vierogphery of faith, they would rather 
have bcen— Rl aud DNY inperalires, not full fs. , 

ciealn ? 
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clean: thou ſhalt waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than 
Jnow,—* I have been guilty, I muſt confeſs, of the 
„ moſt complicated and ſhocking crimes; crimes, in- 
© flamed by every aggravating circumitance, with re- 
„ gard to myſelf, my neighbour, and my Gop. 
& Myſelf, who have been bleſſed above men, and the 
6% diſtinguiſhed favourite of Providence; my neig H 
„ bcur, who, in the moſt dear and tender intercits, 
„ has been irreparably injured ; my Gon, who might 
4 juſtly expect the moſt grateful returns of duty, in- 
&« ſtead of ſuch enormous violations; bf his law. 
4% Yet, all horrid and execrable as my offence is, it is 
« nothing to the ſupzrabundant merit of that great 
&« Redeemer, who was promiſed from the foundations 
« of the world; in whom all my fathers truſted 3 
© who is the hope of all the ends of the earth. 
« Though my conſcience be more ſeathſame, with 
& adulterous impurity, than the dunghil!; though the 
& moſt barbarous of murders has rendered it, even 
&« black as the gloom of hell; yet, waſhed in “the 
« fountain opened for fin, and for uncleanneſs *,“ I 
“ ſhall be- I fay not pure only, this were a diſparage- 
© ment to the efficacy of my Saviour's death; but I 
« ſhall be fair as the lily, and white as the ſnow. 
& Nay, let me not derogate from the glorious object 
« of my confidence; cleanſed by this ſovereign ſtream, 
& I ſhall be fairer than the full-blowa lily, whiter 
than the new-fallen ſnows.“ 4 5 


POI E R, ſaith the ſcripture, belongeth unto GOD ÞF. 
— And in what majeſtic lines is this atfribute of IE- 
HOVAH Written, throughout the whole volume of 
the creation ? Eſpecially, through thoſe magnificent 
pages, unfolded in yonder ſtarry regions. Which 
are therefore ſtiled, by the fweet and ſublime finger 
of 1/ract, ** The ficmament of his power f.“ Be- 
. cauſe the grand expliits of Omnipatence are there diſ- 

played, with the utmoſt pomp ; aud recorded in the 
molt legible characters. | 

® Zcch. xiii. 1. 


Who, 


formed ? 
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Who, that looks upward to the midnight ſky ; and, 
with an eye of reaſon, beholds its rolling wonders 
can forbear inquiring, of what were theſe mighty orbs 
Amazing to relate! They were produced 
without materials, "They ſprung from emptineſs it- 
ſelf. The /lately fabric of univerial nature emerged 
out of nothing. What inſtruments were uſed by the 
ſupreme Architect, to faſhion the parts with ſuch ex- 
quiſite niceneſs, and give to beautiful a poliſh to the 
ſurface? With what were the various picces of the 
complicated ſtrutture* cemented; and how was all 
connected into one finely proportioned, and nobly 
finithed whole? A bare fiat iccompliſhed all. LE 
THEM BE, faid Gon, He added no more; and im- 
mediately the marvellous edifice arcſe ; adorned with 
every beauty; diiplaying innumerable perfections; 
and declaring, amidſt admiring ſeraphs, its great 
Creator's praiſe. By the word of the Lok p were 


« the heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by the 


« chreath of his mouth *.” What wonderful force 


fixed tome of thoſe vaſt globes on an immoveable 


baſis! What irretiſtible impulſe bowled others, through 
the dark profound? And what coercive energy con- 


ned their impetuous courſes, within the niceſt, ſteict- 
Nothing but his ſovereign will, For 


eſt bounds ? 
all things were at firſt conſtituted, and all to this day 
abide, according to his ordinance.” 

Without any toilſome aſſiduity; or laborious pro- 


If this thought is admitted a ſecond time, and ſuſfered to en- 
noble the next paragraph ; it is partly, becauſe of its unequalled 
ſublimity ; partly, becauſe it awakens the m-ft grand idea of creating 
power; and partly, becauſe the prafice of the pſalmiſt, an authon- 
ty too great to be controverted, is my precedent. The b-autiful 
ſtanza quoted from Pſal. xxxiii. 6. is a proot, how thoraughly the 
royal poet entered into the mzjeſty of the Moſ-.ic narration; the re- 
petition of the ſentiment, ver/. 9. intimates, how peculiarly he was 
charmed with that no%/e manner of deſcribing the divine operations: 
while the turn of his own compoſition ſhews, how perfectly he 
poſſeſſed the ſame elevated way of thinking. And this long betore 
Lmginus wrote the celebrated treatiſe, which has taught the Heathen, 
as well as the Chriſtian worid, to admire the dignity of the Jeuoiſo 
legiſlator*s flile. Vide Longin. de Sublim, Sect. IX. 


ceſs; _ 
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ceſs; to raiſe—to touch—to ſpeak ſuch a multitude 


to launch them 


of enormous bodies into being; 


through the ſpaces of the ſky, as an arrow from the 


hand of a giant; —to impreſs on ſuch unwieldy 
maſſes a motion, far outſtripping the ſwiftneſs of the 
« winged creation *; and to continue them in the 
ſame rapid whirl, for thouſands and thouſands of 
years; ——what an aſtoniſhing inſtance of infinite 
might is this !—Can any thing be impoſſible to the 
LokD,- the Loxd Gop; the Creator and Controuler 
of all the ends of the earth, all the borders of the 
univerſe ? Rather, is not all that we count difficult, 
perfect eaſe to that glorious Being, who only ſpake, 
and the world was made ? Who only gave command, 
and the ſtupendous axle was lodged faſt, the lofty 
wheels moved complete? What a ſure defence, O my 
ſoul, is this everlaſting ſtrength of thy Gop ! Be this 
thy continual refuge, in the article of danger ; this 
thy never-failing re/ource in every time of need. 

What cannot this uncontroulable power of the 
great JEHOVAH effect for his people? Be their miſe- 
Ties ever ſo galling, cannot this Gop relieve them? 
Be their wants ever ſo numerous, cannot this Gop 
ſupply them ? Be their corruptions within ever ſo in- 
veterate z or their temptations without ever ſo impor» 
tunate; cannot this mighty, mighty Gop, ſubdue the 
one, and fortify them againſt the other ? Should 


trials, with an inceſſant vehemence, /i/? thee as wheat; 


ſhould tribulation, wich a weight of woes, almoſt grind 


* To give one inſtanee of this remark. The earth, in the di ur- 
nal revolution which it pertorms on its own axi-, whirls about at the 
rate of above a thouſand miles an hour. And as the great orbit, 
u hich it deſcribes annually round the ſan, is reckoned at 5340 mile 
lions of miles, it muſt travel near a million and a halt each day, — 
V hat an am-Zzing force muſt be requiſite, to protrude ſo vaſt a globe: 
and wheel it on, loaded as it is with huge mountains, and ponderous 
rocks at ſuch a prodigious degree of rapidity! It ſurpatics human 
conception I How natural, tow pertinent, how almoſt neceſſary, 
after ſuch an obſervaticn, is the acknowl:dgment made by holy 
Jo)! 1 know that THOU canſt do every thing, and that no thought can be 
with-holden from thee, chap. Xlii. a+ 2 
i 1 Plal. XI iii. 9. 


thee 
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is, before your almighty Guardian, Nihil nibilifimum, not on! 
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thee to powder; ſhould pleaſure, with her bewitching 
miles, ſolicit thee to delicious ruin; yet, “ hold thee 
„ faſt by Gov,” and lay thy help upon him that is om- 
nipotent *, "Thou caaſt not be involved in ſuch cala- 
mitous circumſtances, or expoled to ſuch imminent peril 
but thy Gop, whom thou ſerveſt, is able to ſupport 
thee under the one, and to deliver thee from the 


other. To ſupport ! to deliver! O let me not diſho- 
nour the unlimited greatnels of his power. He is 


able to exalt thee, from the dzepe/? diſtreſs, to the moſt 
triumphant jay; and to make even a complication of 


* Itis a moſt charming deſcription, as well as comfortable promit, 
which w- fiad in If. xl. 29. 30. 31.— H. giveth power to the fee: le 3 
and to them that have no might at all, he not only imparteth, but i- 
creaſeth flrength; making it to abound, where it did not ſo much as 
Exiſt, Without this aid of JEHovaAn, even the youths, in the 
very prime of their vigour and activity, hl become lunguid in their 
work, and weary in their courſe. And the young men, to whoſe teſo- 
lution and abilities nothing ſeemed impracticable, ſhall not only not 
ſucceed, but utterly fall, and milcacry in their caterfcings—— Legs 
they that wait upon the LORD, andieiy on his grace, ſhall preſs on, 
with a generous ardor, from one degree of religious impiovement to 
another: inſtead of exhauſting, they hill renew their ſtrength; difficuls 
tics [hall animate, and toil invigorare them; they ſhall mount up, as with 
ſoaring wings, above all oppoſition; they ſhall be carried through 
every dilcouragement, «s eag/es cleave the yielding air: They ſhall 
run, with ſpeed and alacrity, the way of Gop's commandments, 
and not be weary : They ſhail hald on wich conſtancy and perſeverance, 
in thoſe peaceful paths, and not faint; but arrive at the end of their 
progreſs, and win the prize of their high calling. 

— To this molt chearing docttriue, permit me to add its no leſs 
beautiſul and delig hi ful contraſt. E iphaz,, ſpeaking of the enemies of 
the righteous, 1a — 4009 "1137 N. —which is rendered by a 
great critic in ſacred learnihg, Nihil exciſum fattio nobis adverſaria,— 
We ſhould reckon our language acquitted itſelf tolcrably well, if, 
when depreciating the abilities of an adverſary, it ſhould repreſent 
them. weak AS the ſearched thread, feeble as the d Jol vi ag ſmoke. But 
theſe are cold forms of ſpeech, compared with the eloquence of the 
Eaſt. According to the genius of our Bible, All the power that 0p po= 
ſes the godly, is a mere nothing; or, to ſpeak with a more emphati- 
cal air of contempt, a deſtroyed, an extirpaiing nothing. Admire 
this expreſſion, ye that are charmed with dating images, and (what 
Tully calls verbum ardens) a ſpirited and glowing dictioa. Re me m- 
ber this declaration, ye that fight the good fight of faith. The united 
force of all your enemies, be it ever ſo formidable to the eye of ſleſh, 


no- 
thing, but lejs than nothing, ard Vanity. Job Ali. 30. 5 
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evils work together for thy everlaſting good. He is 
able, not only to accompliſh what I have been ſpeak» 
ing, but fo do exceeding abundantly above all that we 

can aſh, or think *. | 
O! the wretched condition of the wicked, who have 
this LoRp of all power for their enemy! O!] the 
deſperate madneſs of the ungodly, who provoke the 
Almighty to jealouſy l Beſotted creatures! are you 
able to contend with your Maker, and enter the liſts 
againſt incenſed Omnipotence ? Can you bear the 
fierceneſs of his wrath, or ſuſtain the vengeance of 
his lifted arm? At his preſence, though awfully ſe- 
rene, the hills melt like wax, and the © mountains 
« {kip like frighted lambs.” At the leaſt intimation 
of his diſpleature, the foundations of nature rock, 
and the ** pillars of heaven tremble.” How then can 
a withered leaf endure, when © his lips are full of in- 
& dignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire?“ — 
Or can any thing /creen a guilty worm, when the great 
and terrible GD thall whet his glittering ſword, and 
his hand take hold on int xorable judgment? When that 
hand which ſhoots the planets, maſſes of exceſſive 
bulk +, with tuch ſurpriſing celerity through the ſky : 
that 


I ſhould, in this place, avoid ſwelling the notes any farther, 
was it not to take notice of the ininitable paſſage quoted above, 
and to be found Eph. iii. 20. W hich, it I do not greatly mi- 
ſt.ke, is the moſt noble repretentation of divine power, that it is 
poſſibie for words to frame To do all that our tongve can «ſk, 
is a miracle of might. But we otten think more than we can ex- 
preſs, and are actuated with ** groanings unntler able.“ Yet, to an- 
ſwer theſe vaſt defires, is not beyond the accompliſhment of our 
| heaverly Father. Nay, to make all manner of bleſſings commen- 


ſurate to the largeſt flretch of human expeCtiticns, is a /, thing 


with the GoD ot glory. He is able to do atove all, that the moſt 
enlarged apprehention can imagine; Yea, to do abundanily more, 
exceeding aturds:ily more, than the mind itſelf, in the utmoſt ex- 
ertion Of its taculties, is capable of wiſhing, or knows how to 
Conceive, 

+ One of the planets (Saturn) is ſuppoſed to be more than 90 
times as big as the globe on which we live, The largeſt of the 
planets (Jupiter) is reckoned above :co times vaſter, than this vaſt 
evllction of mighty kingdoms, ſpacious foreſts, towering moun- 

| tains, 
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that hand which darts the comets to ſuch unmeaſurable 
diſtances, beyond the orbit of our remoteſt planet, 
beyond the purſuit of the ſtrongeſt eye; when THAT 
HAND is ſtretched out to puniſh, can the munition of 
rocks, the intervention of ſeas, or even interpoſing 
worlds, divert the blow ? —— Conſider this, ambition ; 
and bow thy haughty creſt. Conſider this, diſabe- 
dience ; and bend thy iron ſinew. O! conſider this, 
all ye that forget, or affront, the tremendous JEno- 
van. He can, by a ſingle act of his will, lay the 
univerſe in utter ruinz and can he want power to 
bring ycu, in a moment, to the duſt of death, or to 
the flames of hell? He has, -I ſay not, ten thouſand 
lightnings to ſcorch you to aſhes; ten thouſand thun- 
ders to cruſh you into atoms; but, what is unſpeak- 
ably more dreadful, —he has an army of terrors, even 
in the /:oþ of his angry countenance : his very frown is 
worſe than deſtructioa. 

I cannot diſmiſs this ſubject, without admiring the 
patience of the bleſſed Gop. Who, though ſo “ ſtrong 
« and powerful, yet is provoked every day.” —Surely, 
as is his majeſty, fo is his mercy, his pity altogether 
commenſurate to his power. If I %) bat the name 
of an earthly monarch; I loſe my liberty, and am con- 
fined to the dungeon. If I appear in arms, and draw 
the ſword againſt my national ſovereign; my life is 
forfeited, and my very blood will ſcarce atone for the 
crime. But thes I have diſhonoured, O! thou King 
immortal and inviſible! againſt thee my breaft has 
cherithed ſecret diſaſtection; my behaviour has riſen 
up in open rebellion : and yet I am ſpared, I am pre- 
ſerved. Inſtead of being baniſhed from thy preſence z 
I fit at thy table, and am fed from thy hand. Inſtead 
of purſuing me with thunderbolts of vengeance, thy 


Favours ſurround me on every fide. That arm, that 


tains, and boundleſs oceans. Such enormous magnitude! wing= 
ed with ſuch prodigious ſpeed lt raifes aftonithment beyoud 
expreſſion Wuh GOD is terrible majeſly ! Job xxxvii. 22. 


Who ſhall nit fear TH EE, © Lon b, and glorify thy name? Rev. 
XV, 4A» ; 
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iozured arm, which might juſtly fall, with irretrievable 
1 uin, on a traitor's head; is moſt graciouſly ſtretched 
out, to careſs him with the tendereſt endearments; 
to cheriſh him with every inſtance of paternal kind- 
neſs. — O thou mightieſt, thou beſt of Beings, how 
am I pained at my very ſoul, for ſuch ſhameful and 
odious difingenuity ! Let me always abominate myſelf 
as the baſeſt of creatures; but adore that unwearied 
long-ſuffering of thine, which refuſes to be irritated 3 
lade that unremitted goodneſs, which no acts of in- 
_ gratitude could ſtop, or fo much as check, in its gra- 
cious current. O! let this {ubborn heart, which duty 
could not bind; which threatenings could not awe z 
be the captive, the willing captive, of ſuch trium- 
phant beneficence, 


I have often been ſtruck with wonder at that al- 
mighty kill, which weighed the mountains in ſcales, 
and the hills in a balance; which preportisned the wa- 
ters in the hollow of its hand, and adzufied the duſt 
of the carth * by a meaſure. But how much more 
marvetlous is that magnificent ceconomy, which poiſed 
the lars with inexpreſſible nicety, and meted out the 
heavens with a ſpan! Where all is prodigiouſly vaſt; 
immenſely various; and yet more than mathematical- 


* The duſt of the earth, in this ſublime ſcripture, ſigniſies the dry 
land, or ſolid part of our globe. Which is placed in eonttadiſti nction 
to the whole collection of fluid matter, mentioned in the preceding 
clauſe. Perhaps, this remarkable expreſſion may be intended to 
intimate, not only the extreme niceneſs, which ſtated the dimenſions 
of the round world, in general, or in the groſs; but allo that parti- 


cular exaftneſs, with which the very ſmalleſt materials that conſtitute 


its frame, (not excepting cach individual atom), were calculated 
and diſpoſed :——=g. d. It is a ſmall thing to ſay, No ſuch enor- 
mous redundancies, as unneceſſary ridges of mountains, were ſuffer- 
ed to ſubſiſt. There was not ſo much as the leaſt grain of ſand ſu- 
perflucus, or a ſingle particle of duſt deficient. As the grand aim of 
the deſcription is, to celebrate the conſummate wijdom exempl.fied in 
ihe creation; and to diſplay that perfect proportion, with which every 


part tallies, coincides, and harmonizes, with the whole; 1 have 


taken leave to alter the word of our Engliſh tranſlation comprebend. 
and introduce in its ſte id a term, equally faithful to the Hebreu, and 
more figuificative of the prophet's picciſe idea, II. xl. 12+ , 
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ly exact. Surely, the wiſdom of Gop manifeſts itſelf 
in the ſkies, and ſhines in thoſe lueid orbs : ſhines on 
the contemplative mind, with a luſtre incomparably 
brighter than that which their united ſplendors tranſ- 


mit to the eye.— Behold that countleſs multitude of 


globes; conlider their amazing bulk; regard them as 
the ſovereigns of fo many ſyſtems, each accompanied 
with his plan<tary equipage. Upon this ſuppoſition, 


what a multiplicity of mighty ſpheres, muſt be per- 


petually running their rounds in the upper regions! 
Yet, none miſtake their way, or wander from the 
goal, though they paſs through frachleſt and unbound— 
ed fields. None fly off from their orbits, into extra- 
vagant excurſions; none pre in upon their centre, 
with too near an approach, None interſere with. 
each other in their perennial paſſage z or intercept 
the kindly communications of another's influence *. 
But all their rotations proceed in eternal harmony : 
keeping ſuch time, and obſerving ſuch laws as are 
moſt exquilitely adapted to the perfection of the whole. 

While I contemplate this “ excellent wiſdom which 
& made the heavens,” and attuncs all their motions ;. 
how am I abathed at that mixture of arrogance and 


fully, which has, at any time, inclined me to murmur 


at thy diſpen/ations, O LoD] what is this but a ſort 
of implicit treaſon againſt thy ſupremacy ; and a tacit 
denial of thy infinite underſtanding /—Haſt thou fo 
regularly placed ſuch a wonderful diverſity of ſyſtems, 
through the boundleſs univerſe ? Didit thou, with» 
out any probationary eflays, without any improving 
retouches, ſpcak them into the moſt confummate per- 
fection? — Doit thou continually ſuperintend all 
their circumſtances, with a ſagacity that never miſtakes, 
the minuteſt title of propriety ? And ſhall I be fo un- 
accountably ſtupid, as to queſtion the 7ufne/s of thy 
diſcernment, in “ chooſing my inheritance, and fixing 


® The interception of light, by means of an eclipſe, happens very 
rarely: and then, is of ſo ſhort a continuance, as not to be at all in- 
convenient; is attended with ſuch circumſtances, as reader it rather 
vſcful than prejudicial. 
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& the bounds of my habitation ??——Not a fingle 
erratum in modelling the ſtructure ; determining the 
diſtance &; and conducting the career of unnumbered 
worlds ! and ſhall my peeviſh humour preſume to cen- 
ſure thy interpoſition with regard to the affairs of one 
paconſiderable creature : whole ſtature, in ſuch a com- 
parative view, is leſs than a ſpan; and his preſent 
duration little more than a moment ? 

O! thou Gop, „in whoſe hand my breath is, 
& and whoſe are all my ways,” let ſuch fentiments as 
now poſit: ſs my thoughts, be always lively on my heart! 
Theſe ſhall compoſe my mind into a chearſul ac- 
quieſcence, and thankful ſubmiſſion ; even when af- 
fictions gall the ſenſe, or dilappointments break my 
ſchemes. Then ſhall IJ, like the grateful patriarch +, 
in all the changes of my condition, and even. in the 
depths of diſtreſs, erect an altar of adoring reſigna- 
tion; and inſcribe it with the apoſtle's motto, To. 
GovD-oxLy WISE. Then, ſhouldſt thou give me leave 
to be the carver of my own fortuncs, I would humbly 
deſire to relinquiſh the grant, and recommit the diſ- 
poſal of myſelf to thy unerring beneficence. Fully 
perſuaded that thy coun/els,; though contrary to my 
troward inclinations, or even afflictive to my fleth ;. 
are incomparably more eligible, than the b/ind impulſe. 
of my. own will, however. {ſoothing to animal nature. 


On a careleſs in ſpection, you perceive no accuracy; 
or uniformity in the poſition of the heavenly bodies. 
They appear like an-i/ufrious chavs.; a promiſcuous. 


- * The ſun in particular, (and let this ſerve as a ſpecimen. of that 
'-wmoſt geometrical exaCtneſs, with which the other celeſtial bodies are 
conſtituted, and, all. their circumſtances regulated), the ſun is form- 
ed of 1u-h-z determinate magnitude, and placed at ſuch a con- 


venient tiſfunce, —** as not to annoy, but only refreſh us, and 


© nouriſtbe ground wich its kindly warmth. IF. it: was larger, it. 
<4 would ſet the earth on fire : if ſmaller, it would leave it frozen. 
If it was nearer us, we ſhould be ſcorched to death; if farther from. 
« us, we ſhould not be able. to live. for want of heat.“ Stackbzuſe's. 
Hijlory-of the Bible. | | 
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heap of ſhining globes ; neither ranked in order, nor 
moving by line. — But what ſeems confuſion, is all 
regularity, What carries a ſhew of negligence, is 
really the reſult of the moſt maſterly contrivance. 
You think, perhaps, they rove in their aerial flight; 
but they rove by the niceſt rule, and without the leaſt 
error, Their circuits, though ſeemingly devious ; 
their mazes, though intricate to our apprehenſions “; 
are marked out, not indeed with golden compaſſes, but 
by the infinitely more exact determinations ot the all- 
wile Spirit. | 

50, what wears the appearance of calamity, in the 
allotments appointed for the godly, has really the na- 
ture of a bleſſing. It iſſues from fatherly love, and 
will terminate in the richeſt good. It 7y/eph is inatch- 
ed irom the embraces of an indulgent parent, and: 
abandoned to flavery in a forcign land; it is in order 
to ſave the holy family from periſhing by famine 
and to preſerve * the ſeed, in whom all the nations. 
« of the earth ſhould be blc{#:d.” If he falls into the 
deepeſt diſgrace, it is on purpoſe that he may riſe to. 
the higheft honours. Even the confinement of the 
priſen, by the unſcarchable workings ot providence, 
opens his way to the right hand of the zhrone itſelf.— 
Let the moſt aflliftcd tervant of JEsus, wait the final 
upſhot of things: and he will Zhen diſcover the appa- 
rent expediency of all thoſe tribulations; which now, 
perhaps, he can hardly admit, without reluctance :. 
or futicr, without fome ſtruggles of diſffatisfaQtion, 
Then, the guſhing tear, and the heaving figh, will be 
turned into tides of gratitude, and hymns of holy 
wonder. ; 

In the mean time, let no audacious railer tax the 
divine procedure; but, adoring where we cannot com- 


prehend, let us expect the evolution of the myſterious 


plan. Then ſhall every cye perceive ; that the ſeem- 


* ——— Mazes intricate, 
Keeentrie, intervolv'd; yet regular 
Then moſt, when moſt itregular they ſeem, Milton, 


ing: 


110 CONTEMPLATIONS ON 


ing labyrinths of providence, were the moſt direct and | 


compendious way; to effect his general purpoſes of 
grace, and to bring about each one's particular hap- 
pineſs *. Then, alſo, ſhall it be clearly ſhewn, in 

the preſence of applauding worlds; why, virtue pined 
in want, while vice rioted in affluence: why, amiable 
innocence ſo often dragg-d the dungeon chain, while 
horrid guilt trailed the robe of ſtate.— That day of u- 
niverſal audit, that day of everlaſting retribution, will 
not only vindicate, but magni/y, the whole manage» 
ment of Heaven, The auguſt ſeflions ſhall cluſe 
with this unanimous, this glorious acknowledgment : 
© Though clouds and darkneſs, impenetrable by any 
« human ſcrutiny, were ſometimes round about the 
« ſupreme Conductor of things; yet righteouſneſs and 
« judgment were the conſtant habitation of his ſeat ; 
ic the invariable ſtandard of all his adminiſtrations.” 
— While we view (if I may illuſtrate the grandeſt 
truths, by infe1jor occurrences; while we view) the 
erras, on the fide of /eaft diſtinction, it is void of any 
elegant fancy; without any nice ſtrokes of art; no- 
thing but a confuſed jumble of incoherent threads, 
No ſooner is the piece beheld in its proper aſpect, but 
the ſuſpected rudeneſs vaniſhes, and the molt curious 
arrangement takes place; we are charmed with de- 
figns of the fineſt taſt:, and figures of the molt grace- 
ful forms; all is ſhaped with tymmetry ; all is clad 
in beauty. 


Tur goodneſs. of Gop is moſt eminently diſplayed 
in the Kies. — Could we take an underſtanding ſurvey, 
of whatever is formed by the divine Architect, 
throughout the whole extent of material things; 
our minds would be charmed with their matchleis ex- 


— The moral world, 
Which, though to us it ſeems embroil'd, moves on 
In higher order ; fitted, and impell'd 
By Wi, dom's fincſt hand, ag iliuing all 
In gen'ral good. 


+ Pial. xcvil. 2. 


cellencies, 


Thomſ. Vinter, I. 586. laſt edit. 
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cellencies, and our tongues echo back that great en- 
comium, They are “ very, very good.” Moſt beauti- 
Jul“ in themſelves; contrived by unerring wiſdom, 
and executed with inimitable {kill : moſt ju in 
their functions; exactly fitting the places they fill, and 
completely anſwering the purpofes for which they 
were intended All the parts of the inanimate crea- 
tion proclaim, both by their intrinſic and relative ex- 
cellencies, the all-diftuſive beneficence of their Maker, 
How much more wonderful are the diſplays of di- 
vine indulgence, in the worlds of lie Becauſe dead 
matter is incapable. of delight; therefore, the gracious 
Creator has raiſed innumerable ranks of perceptive 
exiflence : ſuch as are qualified to taſte his bounty, and 
enjoy each a happineſs ſuited to its peculiar ſtate. With 
this view, he furniſhed the regions of inferior nature, 
with a moſt numerous ſeries of ſenſitive bcings. II 2 
waters teem with ſhoals of finny inhabitants. 'The 
dry-land (warms with animals of every order. The 
dwellings of the firmament, are occupied by multi- 
tudes ot winged people. Not ſo much as a green leaf, 
philoſophers ſay, but lodges and accommodates its 
puny animalcyle tenants F.—And whercfore this di- 
verſity, 


* © This xaNexA Yagi of the univerſe, and all its parts, has been 


very highly, and very juſtly, extolſed, by the ancient inquirers inta 
nature. And was, indeed, an illuſtrious ſcene, ſpread before the 
ſages of the Heathen world; wherein to contemplate the goodneſs, 


| aud the glories, of the ſupreme Being.——lt was nobly ſaid, by a 


* 


Pagen philoſophet, on this occaſi n, Eic rpaJan Ad Tov 
Oi ptancrla dnpuiupyery* That GOD, when he undertock the work 
creation, transformed himſelf into love. But he necd n't fran ſ- 
form himſelf into this amiable principle; for“ Gogp is love ;”* a+ was 
much more lottily ſaid hy one, whom that philojeprer wou'd have 
termed a Ferbarian, 1 John iv, 8. 

+ A very celebrated poet, in a beautiful paragraph on this ſubject, 


informs his readers, that all nature ſwarms with life. In ſubterra- 


nean cells, the earth heavgs with vital motion. Even the hard /tzne, 
in the very inmoſt receſſes of its impenetrable citacel, hold, multi- 
tudes of animated inhabitants. The pulp of mellow frat, and all 
the productions of the orchard, feed the inviſihle a.tions. Each 
liguid, whether of acid taſte, or milder re!1ſh, abounds with various 
forms of lenſitive exiſtence. Nor is the pure ſ{ream, or tranſparent 
eir, without their colonics of unſcen pcople. Ig which conſtitu- 
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verſity, this profuſion of living creatures; flying the 
air, treading the ground, and gliding through the 
paths of the fea? For this noble reaſon, —That the 
great Sovereign may exerciſe his ſuperabundant good- 
neſs; that his fable may be furniſhed, with millions 
and millions of guess; that he may fill, every hour, 
every moment, their mouths with ed, or their 
hearts with gladne/s. 

But, what a ſmall theatre are three or four ele- 
ments, for the operations of JEHovan's bounty! His 
magnificent liberaliry, ſcorns fuch ſcanty licits, If 
you aſk, Wherefore has he created all worlds, and 
repleniſhed them with an unknown multiplicity of 
beings ; Tiling one above another, in an endleſs gra- 
dation of ſtill richer endowments, and {till nobler ca- 
pacities? The anſwer is, —PFor the manifeſtation of 
his own glory, and eſpecially for the communication of 
his inexhauſtible beneficence “. — The great Creator 
could propoſe no advantage to himſelf. His bliis is 
incapable of any addition. Before the mountains 
& were brought forth, or ever the earth and the 
& world were made,” he was fupremely happy, in 


tion of things, we have a wonderful inſtance, not only of the di- 
vine goodneſs to thoſe minute beings, in giving them a capacity for 
animal gratifications; but of his tender care tor mankind, in n- 
king them imperceptiole to our ſenſes. | 


Theſe, conrceal'd 
By the kind art of forming Heav'n, eſcape 
The groſſer eye of man: tor, if the worlds 
In worlds inclos'd ſhould on his ſenſes burſt; 
From cates ambroſial, and the nectar'd bowl, 
He'd turn abhorrent; and, in dead of night, 
When ſilence flceps oer all, be ſtunn'd with noiſe. 
| Thomſon's Summer. 


* A ſacred writer, conſidering this pleaſing ſubject; and confining 
his obſcrvation, within the narrow limits of his own country; crics 
out, with a mixture of amazement and gratitude, How great is bis 
goodneſs, and bow yreat is bis beauty! Who then can torbear be- 
ing loſt in wonder, and tranſported with delight; when he extends 
his ſurvey, to thoſe infinitely more copions communications of divine 
bounty; which, like ſalutary and refreſhing ſtreams, run throvgh 


all worlds; and make, not ouly the little valeys of à ſingle kingdom, 


but the im men) of creation, laugh and ſing ? Zech. ix 17. 
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his own independent and all-ſufficient Self, His 
grand deſign therefore, in erecting fo many ſtately 
fabrics; and peopling them with ſo many trib:s of 
inhabitants; was, to frangſuſe his exuberant kindneſs, 
and impart felicity in all its forms. Ten thouland 
worlds, ſtocked with ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
ranks, of ſenſitive and intelligent exiſtence, are ſo 


many ſpacious gardens, which, with rivers of com- 


municated zoy, this ever flowing Fountain waters con» 
tinually. | 


BouNnDLEss ®, and (which raiſes our idea of this 
divine principle, to the very higheſt degree of perfec- 
tion) diſintereſted ® munificence! How inexpreſſibly 
amiable is the bleſſed Gop, conſidered in this charm- 
ing light! Is it poſlible to conceive any excellence, 
ſo adorable and lovely; as infinite benevolence, guided 
by uncrring wildom, and exerting almighty power, 
on purpoſe to make a whole univerſe happy? O my 
ſoul, what an irreſiſtible attractive is here! What a 
moſt worthy object, for thy moſt fervent affeCtion | 
Shall now every glittering toy, become a rival to this 
trarſcendently beneficent Being, and rob him of th 
heart? - O] no. Let his creating arm teach thee, to 
truſt in the fulneſs of his ſufficiency : Let his all- 
ſuperintending eye incline thee, to /ubmit to his de- 
crecs: And let his bounty; ſo freely vouchſafed; 
ſo amply diffuſed; win thce to ve him, with all the 
warmeſt affections of a grateful and admiring ſoul: 
win thee to /erve him, not with a joyleſs awe, or fla- 
vith dread, but with unfeigned alacrity, and a delight- 
ful complacency. | 

But, if the goodneſs of Gor is ſo admirably ſeen, 
in the works of nature, and the favours of Provis 
dence; with what a noble ſuperiority, does it even 


In this ſenſe, There is no? good but one, that is Gop. None 
univerſally and gfentially good: nove, whoſe goodneſs extends itſelf, 
in an infinite variety of bleſſings, to every capable object; or, who 


always diipentes his favours, trom the /e principle of free and diſ- 
intcreſted benevolcnce, 
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triumph in the myſtery of redemption*! Redemption, 
is the brighteſt mirror, in which. to contemplate this 
moſt lovely attribute of the Deity. Other gifts, are 
only as mites from the divine treaſury; but redemp- 
tion opens, I had almoſt ſaid exhauſts, a/ the ſores 
of his glorious grace. Herein, © Gop commendeth 
his love + :” not only manifeſts, but renders it perfect- 
ly marvellous : manifeſts it in ſo ſtupendous a manner, 
that it is beyond parallel; beyond thought; and 
“ above all blefling and praiſe.” —— Was HE not thy 
Son, everlaſting GouD, thy only Son; the Son of thy 
boſem from eternal ages; the higheſt objzeF of thy 
complacential delight? Was not thy love to this ado- 
Table Son, incomparably greater than the fendereſt at- 
fection of any, or the united affections of all mortal 
parents? Was not the bleſſed Jesus more illuſtrious 
in excellency, than all angels; more exalted in digni- 
ty, than all heavens! And yet didſt thou reſign AIM, 
for poor mortals; for vile ſinners? Couldſt thou ſee 
him deſcend, from his royal throne ; and take up his 
abode, in the ſordid ſtable? See him forego the ho- 
mage of the /eraphim ; and ſtand expoſed to the re- 
proachful indignities of an inſolent ra ble? See him 
arraigned at, the bar, and ſentenced to death; num- 
bered with malefaftors, and nailed to the gibbet; 
bathed in his own innocent blood, and pouring out 


* In this, and in other parts of the Contemplations, the reader 
will obſerve, That the attrivutes of the DEITY are repreſented, as 
ſhining, with more diſtinguiſhed luſtre, in the wonders of redemp- 
tion, than iu the works of creation. If ſuch remarks ſhould ſeem to be 
unprecedcnted, or to ſtand in need of a vindication; permit me to 
ſubjoin the ſentiments of a great critic, equally verſed in both thoſe 

ſoblime theories. —* Tully,” fays he, ** requires, in his perfect ora» 
tor, ſome 1kill in the nature of heavenly bodies; becauſe, his 

© mind will become more extenſive and unconfined ; and, when he 
« deſcends to treat of human affairs, he will both t! ink and write 
«© ina more cxaitcd and magnificent manner. For the fame reuſon, 
« that excellent maſter would have recommended the ſtudy of thoſe 
« great and glorious myſteries, which revelation has diſcovered to 
us; ts which the noblejt parts of this ſyſtem of the world are as much 
« inferior, as the creature is leſs exceilent than the Greatar, Speth. 
Vol. VIII. No 633. , 
71 Rom. v. 8. 
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bis ſoul in agonies of ſorrow ? —Could the Father, the 
Father him/elf, with uuknowvn philanthropy, ſay; 
& It muſt, it ſhall be ſo! My pity to rebellious man 
« pleads, and prevails. Awake, therefore, O ſword *, 
« edged with divine wrath, Awake; and be 
« ſheathed in that mmaculate breaſt; pizrce that 
«K dearly beloved heart, 1 am content, that my Son 
« endure the ſharpneſs of death, rather than /nful 
% m2:rtals periſh for ever.“ — Iucomprchenſible love ! 
May it, henceforward, be the favourite: ſubject of my 
meditation; more delightful to my muſing mind, than 
applauſe to the ambitigus ear! May it be the darling 
theme of my diſcourſe; ſweeter to my tongue, than 
the droppings of the honey-comb to my taſtz ! May it 
be my choiceſt comfort, through all the changes of 
tife : and my reviving cordial, even in the laſt cxtre- 
micies of diſſolutian itſelf! 


Lay 


A PROPHET, contemplating, with a Ciſtant ſur- 
vey, this uncxampled inſtance of almighty love, is rapt 
into a tranſjort of delight. At a loſs for proper ac- 
knowledgments, he calls upon the whole univerſe to 
aid his labouring breaſt, aud ſupply his lack of praite, 
Sing mel;dioufly, ye vaulted heavens ; exult, and even 
lea for gladneſs, thou cumbrous earth : ye mountains, 


break your long ſilence, and burſt into peals of loudeſt 
acclamation ; fer the LN D, by this precious gift, 
and this great falvaticn, hath comforted his f eople.— A. 


Zech. xiii. 7. 


T 1. xlix.- 23. I have not aher: d to our common trarnſl.ition, 
but endeavoured to preſerve, ſomewhat more taithfully, the noble 
piibos, and inunitable exergy, of the ſacred original. The love 
of G,o o maniſcſted in a divine and dying Saviour, is a bieſſing of 
ſuch inconceivable richreſs; as muſt render all acknow!ledg'ients flat, 
and all e.comiums lasguid. Yet, I think, the moſt poetical and 
molt em cal celebration of that unſpe:kable inſtance of goods 
nefs, is containcd in this rapturous exclamation of the prophets 
Which intimates, with a wonderful majeſty of ſentiment, that e- 
ven the whole compaſs of the inanimate creation; could it be /en/ible 
of the benefit, and capable of delight ; would exprefs its gratitude, 
in all theſe demonſtrations of the mol lively and exubeant joy. 
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facred hiſlcrian hath left it upon record; that, at the 
arſt exhibition of this raviſhing ſcene, there was with 
the angel, who brought the bleſſed tidings, a mul- 
titude of the heavenly hoſt; praiſing Gop, and ma- 
king the concave of the ſkies reſound with their halle» 
jujahs. At the dawn of the Sun of righteouſneſs, 
when he was beginning to riſe with healing in his 
wings, the morning-//ars ſang together, and all the ſons 
of GO D ſhouted for joy. And ſhall man, whom 
this gracious diſpenſation principally reſpects ; ſhall 
man, Who is the centre of all thele gladdening rays 


mall he have no heart to adore, no anthem to cele- 
brate, This 


Love without end, and without meaſure grace ? 
Mirr. 


How clear is the face of the ſky, and how per- 
fectly pure! Clearer than the limpid ſtream, more 
pure than the poliſhed cryſtal. "That fately cieling; 
fretted with gold, and ſtretched to an extent of many 
millions of leagues ; is not disſigured with a /ingle flaw. 
That azure mantle; embroidered with ſtars, and 
fpacious enough to form a covering for unnumbered 
worlds; is without the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle, 
Yet, this can ſcarce yield us, ſo much as a faint repre- 
ſentation of the divine purity. GoD is a Gop of the 
moſt immaculate excellence. His ways are uprightneſs 
itſelf : his councils and words, the very ſanctity of 
wiſdom, and of truth. The /aws, which he has given 
to univerſal nature; are exquiſitely contrived, and 
beyond all peſſibility of improvement. The precepts, 
which he has appointed for the human race; are a 
complete ſummary, of all that is honourable in itſelf, 
and perfective of the rational mind. Not the leaſt 
cverſight, in planning a ſeries of events for all futurity ; 
nor the leaſt mal! adminiſtration, in managing the affairs 
of every age, ſince time began; of every nation, 
under the whole heaven.—— Pardon theſe diſparaging 
expreſſions. A negative jerfetiion is far, far Ro 
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thy dignity, O thou met Highet*. In all theſe inſtan- 
ces; in all thy acts, and all thy attributes; thou art 
not only holy, but “ glorious in holineſs.” 

So inconceivably holy is the L»KD Gop of hoſts, 
that he ſees defilement even in the brightneſs of yoader 
firmament. Thole living ſapphires, before his maje- 
ſty, loſe their luſtre. He losketh even to the moon, and 
it ſbineth not: yea, the flars -are not pure in his ſight. 
How much leſs man, who, in his fallen and depraved 
ſtate, is little better than a worm, that crawls in tag 
corrupted carcaſe; and the fon of man, who, by reaſon 
of his manifold actual impurities, is to juitly compa» 
red to an inſect, that wallows amidit ſtench and pu- 
tre faction +? ——Is there not then abundant caute, 


for 


0 thou miſt Higheſt, — This expreſſion occurs more than once, 

in the Pſalms uſed by the eſtabliſhed church. And is, I think, one 
of thoſe heauties; which, becauſe ottæu exhibited, generally cſcape 
our notice. It is a ſvperlative forme oa a ſuperlative; aud, 
though not ſtrictly cogtormable to grammatical rules, is vobly ſa. 
perior to them all, The lunge ſeems to be ſeaſible of its 
own deficiency ; whea the in.omnpretenible JEYOV AH bt addrefÞs 
ed, or celebrated. Oppreticd, as it were, with the glocies of 
the ſubject, it lavours aftet a more empoittical minner of diction, 
than the ordinary forms of tpeech afford. t is, if 1 rizhtly judge, 
one ot thoſe dating and nappy pecularicies of a maſtetl, genius, 
which Mr Pope ſo finely deicribes; and, while he deicribes, ex- 
empliſies ; 


Great wits ſometimes may glsriouſly offend, 

Aad ri, to fauits true critics dare not mend; 
From vulzar bounds with brave di:order part, 
And ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art. 


Eſſiy an Criticiſm, 


St Paul's=tyayirlpo; aye rw aywy—is a beautiful paſſage of 
the like nature; which our tranſ]+tors have very properly rendered, 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints.—— His BOY YO MAY hL. —— 
is another inſtance ot the ſame kind. Bac here, the Eng h verſion 
fails. Far better ——is extremely fl.ccid, compared with the nerv9us 
original. Aid | greatly queſtion, whether it is pollivie to ran ue 
the ſcatence with equal conciſeneſs, aud equal ſpi it. Sce Eph, ili. 
8. Phil. i. 23. 

+ Job xxv. 5, 6. I ſubmit it to the judgment of the learned, whes 
ther this is not the true meaning of the test. lt may not be able, 
perhaps, to recommend itſcif, to the ſqueamiſhly nice critic 3 or to 


thole, who are always extolling tle: ſuppoſed dignity of the human 
| d 
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tor the moſt irreproachable and eminent of mankind, 
to renounce all arropent pretenſions ; io lay aſide eve- 
ry ailuming air; ,to take nothing but ſhame and con- 
tuition to. themſelves? A holy ſufferer, and holy 
prophet, felt ſuch bumbling impreſiions, from a 
glimpſe of the uncreated purity. 1 abhor my/elf in 
«ut and aſtes *, was the declaration of the one: I am 
a man & unclean lips 4, the confeſſion of the other. — 
And ihou!ld not this teach us all, to aGore the divine 
mercies, for that precious pur ing ſcuntain q; which 
was foretold from the foundations of the world, but 
was opened at that awful juncture, when Knotty whips 
tore the fleſh; when ragged thorns mangled the 
temples; when ſharpened naus cut freſh fluices for 
the crimſon current; when the gath of the ſpear com- 
pleted the dreadful work, and forthwith flowed there, 
from the wounded heart, b h d and water. | 
Eſpecially ſince the Gop, in whoſe ſight the wery 
heavens are not unſullied; though fo curiouſly fine, 
and *-{pread out like a molten looking-glaſs ;''— ſince 


nature. But it ſeems, in preference to every. other interpretation, 
feit iþle to the ſacred context; and is far, far from being rmjuricus to 
the charger of that apoſtate race, which: is © altogether become a- 
© bominable,” and is as an unclean thing.“ On this ſuppoſi- 
tion, there is not only an ph, ut, but a very ſir:king con traſt, be- 


tween the purity of Cob, and the pollution of man: the purity of 


the moſt high Gop, which outſhines the moon, and eclipſes the 
fers; the pollntion” of degenerate man, which, excluſive of a Sa- 
viour, would render Lim as loathſome to the all-ſecing Eye, as tie 
vileſt vermin are in ours. Without afligning this ſenſe to the 
paſſage, I cannot diſcern the force of the antitheſis, or indeed the 
prepricty of the ſentiment, Woun's, in the general, give us an idea 
of meanneſs and infirmity ; not of defilement and impurity; unleſs they 
die inſccts of ſuch a particular kind, and conlidered in ſome noi-— 
ſome circymſt2nces. The two words cf the original ** 
ard my are cvidcatly uſed in this ſigniſication by 
Tv ofes aid Jjaich; by the one, to denote the vermin, thet devou- 
ed the putrefied manns; by the other, to cxpreſs the reptiles, 


vhich ſwarm in the body that ſces corruption. Excd. xvi. 20. Ib. 


Av. 11. 
* Job xlii. 6. + If. vi 3. f 
+ In tha dy there ſpall be a fountain epencd, to the heuſe of Da- 
vid, and 10 lle wha! itt of Javtolem, for fin and unilecnries, Zech. 
xili. Is 


. this. 
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this Gor ſaw no blemiſb in his dear Son, His all- 
penetrating and jealous eye, diſcerned nothing amiis, 
nothing defective, in our glorious Redeemer, Nothing 
amiſs? Yea, he bore this moſt illuſtrious teſtimony, 
concerning his holy child Jesus: In him I am | 
ce pleaſed: I am well pleaſed; I acquieſce, with entire. ! 
4 complacency, and the higheſt delight, in his perſon, 
% his undertaking, and the whole execution of his 
© office.” —— How thovld this thought, enliven our 
hopes; while the other, mortifies our pride? Ought. 
not our hearts, to ſpring within us, and even leap” 
for joy; from the repeated. aſſurances given us by 
revelation, that ſuch a divinely excellent Being, is our 
Mediator ? What apparent reaion has every believer, 
to adopt the blefied virgin's exclamatioa ?. MY u 
% doth magnify the LORD for this tranſcendent 
“ mercy; and my ſpirit rejoices, not in wide-extended 
4 harveſts, waving over my. fertile glebe“; not ia 
« armies vanquiſhed, and leaving the peculiar trea- 
« {are of nations for my ſpoil “; but in an infinitely 
44 richer, nobler bleffing, even in GOD my Saviour.“ 
— hat a perion ſo ſublime and perfect, has vouchſa- 
fed to become my Surety : to give himiclf for my ran- 
m, in the world below; and act as my Advocate in 
the Royal Prefence above : yea, to make my recovery, 
the reward of is ſufferings; my final feliciiy, the ho- 
nour of his mediutorial kingdom | 
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WHEN an innumerable multitude + of bodies, ma- 
ny of them more than a hundred thouſand miles in dia- 
meter J, are all ſet in motion ;—when the orbits, in 


which 


he inſpired penman, from theſe two cccnſions of diſtinguiſh- 
ed joy, fcts torch the incomparably greater deight which arilcs from 
the gift of a Saviour, and the blcthug of redemption. II. 1x. ver. 3. 
compared with veil. 6. | 
+ This refers, not only to the planets which paſs and repaſs about 
our ſun, but alſo to the other ptanctary worlds, which are ſuppoſed 
to attend the teveral fixed (tars. - 
The diameter ot Jupiter is calculated at 130,653 miles, while 
his orbit is reckoncd to cg:fift 5 895,134,000. Which computa- 
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which they perform their periodical. revolutions, are 
extended at the rate of ſeveral hundreds of millions: 

—when each has a diftin and ſeparate ſphere, for fi- 

niſuing his vaſt circuits: —- when none knows, what it 

3s to be cramped but moſt ſrecly expatiates, in hꝭ& 

unbounded tareer :—when every one is placed, at 
ſuch an immenſe remove from cach other; that they 

appear to their reſpective inhabitants, only as ſo ma- 

ny ſpots of light :—O! how aſtoniſhing muſt be the 
expanſe, which yields rom {or ali thoſe mighty. globes, 

and their widely diffuſed operations! To what pro- 
digious lengths did the Almighty Builder ſtretch his 

line, when he marked out the ſtupendous platform | 
I wonder at fach an immeaturable extent. My very. 
thoughts are loft, in this aby/s of ſpace, But, be it 
known to mortals; be it never forgot by. ſinners. 
that, in all its moſt ſurprijng amplitude, it is ſmall, it 
is ſconty, compared with the bounty and the mercy, 
Gt its Maker, 


10 
Hrs bounty is abſolutely without limits“, and with- 


cut end. Ibe moſt laviſh generoſity cannot exhunſt, 


or even dimini/p his munificence. C all ye tribes of 
men; or rather, all ye claftcs of intelligent creatures; 
ye are not ſtraitened in the [zberality of your ever- 
blefled Creator; be not ſtraitened in your own expec- 


tations, ** Opcn your mouth wide, and he thall. 


«fill it“ with copious and continual draughts. from 
the cup of joy. Your Gop, on whom is your whole 


tion, according to the maxims of aſtronomy, and the laws of pro- 
portion, may, as is taken for granted in the Contemplations, be 
epplied to cthcr plinets revolving round other ſuns. 

* By leua I mean, not the actual exerciſe, or the effeffs, of this 


exceNcacy in the De-ty, Theſe are, and always muſt be, though, 


the immenie perfection cf the atiuibute, and the neceſſary ſcantineſs 


cf the recipient, bpunded. Bur would be underſtood, as ſpeaks. 


ing of the divine power, and the divine uli, to exert divine beneti- 
cence, Theſe can have no.real, no imaginable limits. Iheſe, at- 
ter a communication of bleſlings, diſkributed to unnumbered worlds, 
continued through unnun bered ages, muſt „ill have more ty beſtow, 


for cer have moe to beſtow; ia, nite'y more to beſtow, than it is 


poſlb.c tor CLEALICH iet to SECELVCE 


dependence,, 
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dependence, is more than able; is more than williag z 
to“ ſupply all your need, according to his riches in 
& plory.,”—— When the LoRD JEHOVAEH is the giver, 
and his grace“ the gift; let your with-s be unbound» 
ed, and your cravings inſatiable. All that created 
beings can poſiibly covet, is but a very {mall pittance 
of that unknown happpineſs, which the everlaſting 
Bencfactor is ready to . Form not your eſlimars 
of the ſupreme beneficence, from thoſe narrow models 
of mortal kindneſs which either your own experience. 
has obſerved, or the hiſtory of ages has recorded, 
Suppoſe every charitable diſpoſition, which warms 
the hearts of the human race, added to thoſe more 
enlarged affections, which glow in heavenly boſoms; 
what were they all, even ia their higheſt exerciſe, 
comparcd with the benigaity. of the divine nature ?— 
Bleſs me then, thou eternal Source of love; blcſs all 
that reverence thy holy name; according to thy.own. 
moſt protuſe goodneſs : whole great prerogative it is, 
to diſdain all meaſure. O] blcis us, in proportion to 
that grace; the richneſs of which (unutterable by the 
tongues of men, and of angels) was once /pcke in the 
groans, and written in the wounds, of thy.cxpiring 
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Son. 
i Ax p as for the mercy of Gop, it is © greater than 
4 &« the heavens;“ more extenſive than the dimenſions 
$ of the iky. Charming thought! tranſporting reflec- 
a tion ! let me indulge thee once more f. Let me think 
CVer 

— 
e 1 Cor. ix. 8. GOD is able to make all grace abound toward; you, 

that ye, baving all- ſuflicicncy in all things, may abound ty every good 
is 0% k. How beautiful and emphatical is this deſcription! interior 
h. to nothing, but that extent of ability, and thoſe riches of liberaliry, 
ls which it 10 cloquently celebrates. Does it not exb:uſt all the puwers 
Ki ot language; while it attempts to give us a ſpecimen, Of the mnunifie 
fi- cence of the LR O? ; 
T% 1 This refers to p. 93. of Reflefions on a Flower-G irden.——T he. 15 
15, following pages, to the 126th, exhibit a digreſſive view of the di- | 
I., vine mercy, 1 thought it proper to apptiſe my reader of this excurs | 
2 ſion: though, 1 hope, it will be needles to offer an apology for | 


dwelling ſo leng upon this delightful theme, Who can complain of, F 
ez, | | $eduwijne(fg , 
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over the noble diſplays of this lovely attribute; and, 
while I admire the trophies of forgiving geodneſt, add 
Gne to the number, With what amiable and affect - 
ing colours, is this repreſented in the parable of the 
prodigal! What could induce that fooliſh youth, to 
forſake his gracious father? Had he not been tenderly 
cherithed, by the good parent; and loaded with benefits, 
from his indulgent hand? were not the refraints of 
paternal goverment, an eaſy yoke ? or rather, a pre- 
ſervative from ruin? Notwithſtanding every endear- 
ing obligation, he revohs from his duty: and launches 
out into ſuch ſcandaluus irregularities, as were a 
dithonour to his family, and deſtructive to himſelf. 
But, when afflictions-brought him to a ſenſe os 
his folly, and ſharp neccfii:y drove him to a ſubmiſſive 
return; did the injured father diſcover the leaſt reſent- 
ment of mind? Quite the reverſe, He eſpied him, 
while he was yet a great way ef; and, the moment 
he beheld the profligate creature, © his bowels founded 
% like an harp,” tou: hed with notes divinely foit. He 
never once thinks of the riotous living, and infamous 
courſe of debautheries. Pity, parental pity, pail:s au 
act of oblivion; and, in one inſtant, cancels a ſeries 
of long-continued provocations.— 80 ſtrong are the 
yearnings of fatherly aficction ; that he even runs, to 
receive the naked and deſtitute wretch, to his arms. 
And is there a ſingle frown in his brow, or one up- 
braiding word on his tongue ?—Inftead of reproaching 
him ior his odious cxccfies; he falls on his neck, aud 


ſnatches him to his eager embraces, Inftead ot rejcct- 


. . . . 0 . * "0%. 
ing him with indignation, for bis undutitul extrava- 


gance; he Kkifles him with tears ot delight: and 


rejoices, at his return from folly ; as he formerly 
rejoiced, on the day. of his nativity. — When this 


tediouſneſs, while I ſpeak conſo/ation to diſtreſſed, and recovery to ruin- 


cu creatures? The divine mercy is the ſole fountain ut ali our pre- 


ſent aud future bleſſings, In proportion tu this benign attribute, 


hum au hope, ariſe, aud human feln flows. Who, theretore, 


can be weary of viewing and rericuing; when the lengths and 
breadihs of torgiving grace, ate the raviſking, prolpect? 


companion. 
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companion of harlots opens his mouth, ere he 
ſpeaks, the father hears. He interrupts him, in the 
midſt of his intended ſpeech. The overflowings of 
his compaſſionate heart can brook no delay, He 
ſeems to be witofy himſelf, till he has made the etHifted 
fenitent glad, with the aſſurance of his acceptance, 
and the choiceſt of his favours. While the poor 
abaſhed offender ſceks nothing more, than not to be 
abhorred ; he is thoroughly reconciled. While he rc- 
queſts no other indulgence, than only to be treated as 
the meareft ſervant ; he is careſſed, and honoured, as 
the deareft of children, — Was there ever ſo bright and 
winning a picture, of the tendereſt mercy; moit 
treely vouchiated, to the moſt unworthy of creatures? 
Yet hu, my ſoul; and thus, wy fellow-ſinner ; will 
the Lok D GoD of everlaſting compaſſions receive us; 
if, with a contrite ſpirit, and lively faith, we turn 

to him through JEs us CunrisT. 5 
Where fin bas abounded, ſays the proclamation from 
the court of Heaven, grace doth much more abound, — 
By this Manaſſeh, a monſter of barbarity, and an adept 
in iniquity, becomes a child of forgiving love, and an 
heir of immortal glory, Behold that bitter and 
bloody perſecutor Saul, when breathing out threaten» 
ings , and bent upon flaughter, he worried the lambs, 
and 


Ats ix. 1. Tu eg i). ewrvew ave ng nat povs, Szulyet brecthing out 
threatening and ſlaughter What a repreſentati:n is here of a Wind, 
med with rige, and abandoned to the fierceſt extremes cf barbatity! 
] ſcarce know, vhether 1 am more fs: ked at the perſe.utor's ſavage 
diſpeſition, or charmed wich the evangeliſt's lively deſcription —— Ihe 
adverb 1. ſeems to refer to chip. viii. verf. 3. and has, in 
this connection, a peculiat force. The h vock he had committed, 
the inoffeaſive familics he had alre:dy ruined, were not ſuſſicient ta 
aſluage his vengeful ſpirit. They were only a %e; which, inftead 
of gluiting the bloud-hound, made him more cloſely purſue the 
track, and more e gerly pant for deſtiuction. He 15 tin athirſt fog 
violence and muider. So reftleſs and inſatiable is his thirſt, that he 
even breathes ot threatening and ſlaughter. Bis words are ſpears 
and arrows, and his tongue a ſharp ſword. It is as natural for! im 
to Menace the Chiiſtians, as to breathe the air. Nay, they bleed, 
every hour, every manent, in the purpotes of his rancorous beait, 
Lt is only owing to want of power, that every ſyllable he utters, e- 
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and put to death the diſciples of the bleſſed Jesvs, 

Who, upon the principles of human judgment, 
would not have pronounced him a veſſel of wrath, 
deſtined to unavoidable damnation ? Nay, would not 
have been ready to conclude ; that, if there were hea- 
vier chains, and a deeper dungeon, in the world of 
woe; they muſt ſurely be reſerved for ſuch an impla- 
cable enemy of true godlinets? Yet (admire and 
adore the riches of almighty grace!) this Saul, is 
elected into the goodly fellowſhip of the prophets; is 
numbered with the noble army of martyrs ; and makes 
a diſtinguiſhed figure, among the glorious company 
of the apoſtles. The Corinthians were flagitious, 
even to a proverb. Some of them wallowed in ſuch 
abominable vices, and habituated themſelves to ſuch 
outrageous acts of injuſtice, as were a reprouch to hu- 
man nature. Yet even theſe ſons of violence, and 
ſlaves of ſenſuality, © were waſhed ; were ſanctified; 
avere juſtified *.” Waſbed, in the precious bteod of 
a dying Redeemer ; /anctiſied, by the powerful opera- 
tions of the bleſſed Spirit; zu/ified, through the in- 
finitely tender mercies of a gracious Gop. And thoſe 
who were once the burden of the earth, are now the 
Joy of heaven, and the delight of angels. 

There is another inſtance in ſcripture, which moſt 
loudly publiſhes that ſweeteſt of the divine names, 
5 The Loup, the Lokp God, merciful and gracious, 
« long-ſuffering, and abundant in goodneſs and truth; 
« keeping mercy for thouſands, torgiving iniquity, 
*« tranſgreſſion, and fin.” An inſtance this, which 
excceds all the former; which exceeds whatever can 
be imagined 3 whick if 1 was to forget, the very ſtones 
might cry out, and ſound it in my ears, I mean tae 
caſc of thoſe finners, who murdered the Prince of 
peace, and Logp of g ory. Theſe men could ſcarce 
have the ſhadow of an cxcule for their crime; hardly 
a circumſtance to extenuate their guilt, They were 


very breath he draws, does not deal about deaths, and cauſe ſome 
of the innocent diſciples to fall, 


& 4 Cor. vi. 5. 18. 11. 
| wel 
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well acquainted with his exemplary converſation ; they 
had often heard his heavenly doctrines ; they were 
almoſt daily ſpectators of his unequalled miracles. 
They therefore had all poſſible reaſon to honour him, 
as the moſt z/iu/?rious of beings; and to receive him— 
into their houles—their arms—their very hearts—as 
the moſt ineſtimable of bleſſings. Yet, notwithſtand- 
ing all theſe engaging motives to love him, even above 
their own lives; they ſeize his perſon; aſperſe his 
character; drag him before a Heathen tribunal ; and 
extort a ſentence of death, againſt innocence and ho- 
Iineſs itſclf, Never was the vileft flave, fo contume- 
liouſly abuſed ; nor the moſt execrable malefactor, ſo 
barbarouſly executed. The ſun was confounded at 
the ſhocking ſcene; and one cannot but wonder, how 
the avenging lightnings could with-hold their flaſhes, 
The earth trembled at the horrid deed; and why, 
why did it not cleave aſunder, and open a paſlage for 
ſuch blood-thirſty miſcreants, into the nethermoſt 
hell? Shall %% ever hope to obtain ſorgivene/s, from 
the righteous Judge? Shall not theſe be conſigned over 
to inexorable wrath, and the ſevereft torments ?—O the 
miraculous effects of divine grace] O the triumphant 
goodneſs of GoD our Saviour! Many, even of theſe 
impious wretches, at the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
were convinced of their enormous fin; were wound- 
ed with penitential remorſe; flcd to the ſanctuary of 
the crols, and laid hold on the horns of that altar; 
had their pardon ratified by. the baptiſmal ſeal ; and, 
continuing in the apoſtle's doctrine, were made par- 
takers of the kingdom of heaven : where they now 


ſhine, as ſo many everlaſting monuments of moſt diſtin- 


guiſhed mercy ; and reccive beatitude paſt utterance, 
from that very Redeemer, whom once “ with wicked 
“% hands they crucified and flew,” —— Well might the 
prophet cry out, with a plealing amazement, ** Who 
is a Gop like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, 
« and paſſeth by tranſgreſſion *? Let all fleſh 
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remember; let all fl:th rejoice; that with the Loks 
there is ich mercy, and with his CHRIST auch plentiful 
redemption. | 


War a grand and majeſtic dome is the ſky ! And 
where are the pillars that iupport the ſtatcly concave ? 
What art, moſt exactly true, balanced the preſſure; 
and what props of inſuperable ftrength ſuſtain the 
weight? How is that immeeſurable arch upheld, un- 
ſhaken, and unimpaired ; while ſo many generations 
of buſy mortals, have /unk ard diſappeared, as bubbles 
upon the ſtream ?. It thoſe ſtars are of ſuch an 
amazing bulk; how are they all faffencd, in their 
lofty fituation ? By what miracle in mechanics, are 
ſo many thouſands of ponderous orbs, kept from 
falling upon our heads; kept from daſhing both the 
world to pieces, and its inhabitants to death? Are 
they hung in golden, or adamantine, chains? Reſt 
they their enormous load on rocks of marble, or c9- 
lumns of braſs ? No; they are pendulous in fluid æcher: 
and yet are more immovcably #xed than it the ever- 
laſting mountains lent their ridges for a balis. The 
almighty Architect ,retehes wit the north, and its whole 
ſtarry train, over the empty place. He hangs the earth, 
and all the cthereal globes, upon nothing F, Yet are 
their foundations laid fo ſure, that they can * ncver 
6 be moved at any time.“ | | 

No untit repreſentation, to the ſincere Chriſtian, of 
his nal perteverance +; but ſuch, as points out the 

| cauſe 


* Job xxvi. . | 

+ With regard to the final perſeverance of the true believer; I am 
ſenſible, that this point is not a little controverted. The ſenti- 
ments which follow are ny ſtedfaſt beliet. It is by no means proper, 
in a work ef this nature, to enter upon a diſcuſſion of the ſubject, 
neither have 1 room, ſo much as to hint what might be urged for its 
ſupport Let my reader obſerve, that I am tar from delivering 
15, as efcntial to Chriſtianity, or neceſlary to ſalvation. Millions, 
of the very contrary conviction, are, J doubt not, high in the fa- 
vour of Gop; and in a growing meetneſs for his heavenly kingdom. 
As 1 blame none for rejctinz, none, I hope, will be offended with 
me for efpoufing, this particular doctrine. To be of different opi- 
nions, at leaſt in ſome inferior inſtauces, ſeems an unavoidable con- 
ſequence 
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<anſe, which effects it; and conſtitutes the pledge, 
| which aſcertains it. —His nature is all enfzebled, He 
4 is not able, of himſelf, to think a good thought. He 

has no vi/ible ſaſeguard, nor any ſuffi-iency of his own, 

And yet, whole legions of formidable enemies are 
9 combined to compaſs his ruin. The world lays un- 
f numbered ſnares for his feet: the devil is inceſſantly 
5 urging the ſiege, by a multitude of fiery darts, or 
8 wily temptations : the /b, like a perfidious inmate, 


= under colour of friendſhip, and a ſpecious pretence 
7 of pleaſure, is always forward to betray his integrity. 
C'S 
LA | ſequence of our preſent ſtate : where ign7rance, in part, cleaves to 
ir the wiſeſt minds; and prejudice e iſily beſets the moſt impartial judg- 
ments. It may alſo turn to our common advantage; and afford 
hut opportunity for ererciſing the bealxg viitues of moderation, meek- 
m neſs, and forbeatance.— Let me only be permitted to aſk, Whether 
le this tenet does not evidently tend, to eitabliſh the comfort of the 
re | Chriſtian ; to maguify the fidelity of Go our Saviour; and whether, 
{& far from countenancing fl th, or encouraging remiſſaeſs, to kiwow 
5 that our labour ſhall not be in vain, is not the moſt prevailing in- 
0 ducement to abound in the work of the Lo RD? 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
Is any one iaclined to examine the reaſons which have made the 
. author a proſelyte to this perſuaſion ? Ie may find them diſplayed 
158 in the celebrated paper, delivered by the moſt eminent divines of 
he the church of England, at the ever - memorable ſynod of Dordi. 
le (See Acta Synad. Dadrac. part 2. page 403- of the Latin edition, pu- 
5 bliſhed in a fingle quarto volume). Theſe who have no op- 
4 portunity of conſulting the memoirs of that venerable aſſembly, 
re I would refer to the works of the indefatigable and very learned 
er - Turretin, or to thoſe of the candid and elegant Vitis. — Tuitet. 
tom. II. q. xvi. Witſ. Occon. Eb III. cap. xiii. 
of ja The lateſt and fullcſt view of che point, which I ever remember 
| to have met with in any of our Engliſh writers, is in the Li ne- tract 
he lectures; which are a defence of ſeveral muſt important doctrines of 
ile the goſpel, and cont incd in two oftavo volumes; the united la- 
bours of nine modern divines ; moſt of whom are well knowa to the 
am world, by their other evangelical and uſeful writings. In thoſe 
ati- le ctutes, the final perſeverance of the ſaints is very particularly 
er, ſtated, and, to my apprehenſion at leaſt, moſt ſatisfactorily proved 3 
ct, the arguments uſually urged agaiaſt it, impartially conſidered, and I 
its cannot hut think (with all duc deference to the judgmeat of others} 


unauſwerably contutcd. : 

And here (not to ſwell this note any further) I ſhall only juſt 

hint, that the judicious Hoster (an authority, perhaps, as weighty 

and unexceptionable as any that can well be produced), gives a - 

le mn atteſtation to this tenet, in a ſhort diſcourle on the perpetuity of 

faith, ſubjoined to his Eccieſiaſiical Polity. Felio edition. | 
Vo“. II. E e But 
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— But amidſt all theſe threatening circumſtances, of 
perſonal weakneſs, and imminent danger, an invi/ible 
aid is his defence. * I will uphold thee,” ſys the bleſſ- 


ed Gop, © with the right hand of my righteouſneſs *. 


.O comfortable truth ! The arm which fixes the ſtars 
in their orders, and guides the planets in their courſe, 
is ſtretched out to preſerve the heirs of falvation. — 
« My ſheep,” adds the great Redeemer, “are mine; 
% and they ſhall never periſh; neither ſhall any pluck 
&« them cut of my hand +.” What words are theſe | 
And did they come from H1M, who hath all power 
in heaven and on earth? And were they ſpoke to 
every unfeigned, though feeble follower of the great 
Shepherd? Then, Omnipetence itſelf muſt be vanguiſh- 


ed, before ey can be deſtroyed, either by the feduc- 


tions of fraud, or the ail»uits of violence. 
If you afk therefore, What ſecurity we have of en- 


-during to the end, and continuing faithful unto death ? 


-—— The very ſame that eſtabliſhes the he2vens, and 
ſettles the ordinances of the univerſe. Can Zhe/e be 


thrown into confuſion 1? Then, may the true believer 


draw back unto perdition. Can the ſun be diſlodged 
from its ſphere, and ruſh lawleſsly through the ſky ? 
Then, and then only, can the faith of God's elect || be 
finally overthrown.—— Be of good courage then, my 
ſoul ; rely on thoſe divine ſuccours, which are fo 
ſolemnly flipulated, ſo faithjully promiſed. Jhough thy 
grace be languid as the glimmering /zark; though the 
overflowings of corruption threaten it with total extinc- 
tion; yet, fince the great JEHOVAn has undertaken to 
.cheriſh the dim principle, “ many waters cannot 
« quench it, nor all the floods drown it,” Nay, 
though it were feeble as the /moaking flax q, almighty 
| goodneſs 
II. xli. 10. + John x. 29. 

F Jer. xxxi. 38. 36. Tit i. . 

8 The (ndeoneſs avd faithfulneſs ot Gor to his people, are finely 
pictured by the prophet 1/aiah, chap. xlu. veiſ. 3. Which paflage, 


becauſe of its rich conſolation, and uncommon beauty, is deſerved- 


ly adopted by St Matthew, and ingrafted into the ſyſtem of evange- 


ical truths, — He w.ll net hiuſclf freak, nor ſullis to be broken by 
any 


Tee 
nge 


n by 
any 


THE STARRY HEAVENS: 129 


goodneſs ſtands engaged, to augment the heat, to raiſe 


the fire, and feed the flame; till it beam forth a lamp 
of immortal g/ory, in the heavens. | 


Ap, as to the ſfaith/ulne/5 of a covenanting Gop; 
this may be emblematically teen, in the ſtability of the 
heavenly bodies, and the perpetuity of their motions *. 
— "Thoſe that are Zixed, continue unalterably in their 
ſtations. No injurious ſhocks; no violence of con- 
flicting elements are able to dilplace thole everlaſting 
hinges, on which dependent worlds revolve. Through. 
the whole flight of time, they recede not, ſo much as 
a hair's- breadth, from the preciſe central point of 
their reſpectwe ſyſtems.— While the erratic per - 
form their prodigious ſtages, without any intermiſ- 
ſion, or the leait embarraſſment. How ſoon, and 
how eallly, is the moſt ftaiihed piece of human machines 
ry diſconcerted ! But all the celeial movements, are 
ſo nicely adjuſted ; all their operations, fo criticatly: 
proportioned; and their mutual dependencies, o 
ſtrongly connected; that they prolong their bencticial- 
courtes throughout all ages. While mighty cities are. 
overwhelmed with ruin, and their very names loſt” 
in oblivion ; while vaſt empires are {wept from their 
foundations, and leave not fo much as a ſhadowy 
trace of their ancient magnificence z while all terre//ris 
al things are ſubject to viciſſitude, and fluctuanng in. 
uncertainty: tee are permanent in their duration; 

i * 

any other, the bruiſed reed ; nor guen h the ſmoaliug flax. Was it poſs 

ible, to have choten two more delicate, and expicthre reprefentsas 

tions? Could any image be more tizn:fi-ant, of a ve.y intirm and 

enfeebled faith ; than the flexile res, that bends betore every wind: 
wich beſides its natural weaknels, is made abundan:ly wearer by: 
being truijed ; and fo, rea. y to fall in picces of itſelt? Nor. 
could any thing with a more path-tical exactne's, defetibe the ex- 
ticme uwbeciili.y, of that other principle of the divine lie, love: 
than the ſtate ut the flax, which is but juit beg nni'g to buen; and 
conſcquently, liable to be put out by the leait blaſt: or rethcr of 
the w:& oft the lamp, wh a it is not kindled into ſo much as a 
gliameriug flame, but only breathing /moke, aud uncertain whether 
it-ihall take tire or no. Matth. xi. 294 

* Fial. CX1X» 86. 90. 
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invariable in their functions; “ not one faileth. —— 
Who doubts the conflant ſucceſſion of day and night; 
cr the * returns of Summer and Winter? And 
why, O ! why ſhall we doubt the veracity of Gop, ov 
diſtruſt the accompliſhment of his holy word? Can the 
ordinances of heaven depart? Then only can Gos, 
forget to be gracious; or neglect the performance of 
his promiſe. Nay, our Lord gives us yet firmer 
grand of affiance. He affords us a ſurer bottom for 
our faith, than the fundamental laws of the univerſe. 
Heaven and earth,“ he ſays, “ may paſs away; but 
© not one jt or tittle of his word ſhall fall ſhort of 
« xs purpoſe.” . His ſacred word, whatever may ob- 
| ſtruct it, whoever may oppoſe it, ſhall be fulfilled to 
the very uttermoſt. 

O powerful word ! How aſtoniſhing is its efficacy! 
When this word was ifſued forth, a thouſand worlds 
emerged cut of nothing. And, ſhould the mighty 
orders be repeated, a thouſand more would ſpring into 
Exiſtence, By this word the vaſt ſyſtem of created 
things is vpheld in immutable conſtancy ; but ſhould it 


give command, or ceaſe to exert its energy, the uni- 


verſal frame would be diflolved, and all nature revert 
to her original chaos. Ar.d this very word is pledged 
for the ſafety, the comfort, the happineſs of the gudly, 
This inviolable, this almighty word, Heals in all the 
promiſes of the goſpel. How firangely infatuated 
are our fouls, that we ſhould value it ſo little]! What 
inſidels are we in fact, that we ſhould depend upon it 
no mere! Did it create whatever has a being; and 
ſhall it not werk faith in our breaſts? Do unnumbered 
worlds owe their ſupport to this word; and ſhall it 
not be ſuſhcient to buoy up cur ſouls in troubles, or 
eſtabliſh them in trials ? Is it the /e of the upiverie, 
and ſhall it be a dead letter to mabkind ? | 
If I wiſh to be beard, when I implore heavenly 
bleſſings; is not his privilege moſt clearly made over 
to my enjoyment, in that well known text, „ Aik, 
and it ſhall be given you“ If 1 long for the eter- 
„Matth. vii. 7. 


nal 
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nal Comforter to dwell in my heart, and ſanctify my 
nature; have I not an apparent title to this high pre- 
rogative, conferred in that ſweet ailertive interroga- 
tion, „How much more ſhill your heavenly Father 
c give the holy Spirit to thoſe that aſk him“? —If 
I- earneſtly covet the ineſtimable treaſures, that are 
compriſed in the great IMMANUEL's mediation; can 
I have a firmer claim to the noble portion, that is grant- 


ed in that moſt precious ſcripture, ** Him that cometh. 


& to me, I will in no wile caſt out + ??——W hat ai-- 
ſurance, of being intereſted in theſe unſpeakable mer- 

cies, would I deſire? What form. of conveyance z- 
what deed of ſettlement; were it left to my own op- 
tion, ſhould 1 chooſe ? Here is the word of a King; 

the King immortal and inviſible z all whoſe declara- 

tions 7 are truth itſelf. If a monarch beſtow im 
munities on a body of men, and confirm. them by an 
authentic charter; no one controverts, , no one que- 
ſtions, their right to the royal favours. And why 
ſhould we ſuſpcct the validity of thoſe glorious grants, 
which are made by the everlaſting Sovereign ot na- 

ture; which he has alſo ratiſied by an oath, and ſgal- 

ed with the blood of bis Son ?! ——Corporations may 

be dis franchiſed, and charters revoked. Even moun- 
tains may be removed, and ſtars drop from their 
ſpheres. But a tenure founded on the divine promile, , 
is unalicnably ſecure is laſting as eternity iulelt. . 


W have endeavoured to ſpell out a /y/lable of the 
eternal Name, in the wonders of the iky, We have 
catched a glimpſe of the Almighty's glory, from the 
luſtre of innumerable ſtars. But would we behold all 
his excellencies pourtrayed in full perfection, and: 
drawn to the very life, let us attentively conſider the 
REDEE ME R.——1 oblcrve, there arc ſome parts of: 


* Luke xi. 13. John vi. 37. 


— -If theſe fail, 
The pillar'd firmament is tottenneſs, 
And carth's baſe built on ſtu ble. Milt. Come. 
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the firmament, in which the fars ſeem, as it were, to 
cler. They are ſown thicker, and they lie cloſer 
than uſual, and ſtrike the eye with redoubled ſplendor. 
Like the jewels on a crown, they mingle their beams, 
and reflect a reciprocal increaſe of brilliancy on each 
other.—And is there not ſuch an ?f-mblage, ſuch a 
conſſellatien of the divine k:jicours, moſt amiably efful- 
gent in the bleſſed Jesvs ? 

Does not ivfinite wiſdm“ ſhine, with ſurpeſſing 
brightneſs, in Cn 1s r? To the making of a world, 
there was no obftacle ; but to the ſaving of man, 
there ſeemed 16 be unſurmountable bars. If the rebel 
is ſuffered to eſcape; where is the inflexible juftice, 
which dencunces “ death as the wages of fin?” If 
the cficnder is thoroughly pardoned; where is the 
mr:vidlable weracity, which bas ſolemnly declared, 
« The ſcul that Gnneth ſhall die?“ Thete awful at- 
ti ibutes are ſet in terrible array; and, like an impene- 
trable battalion, oppcle che ſalvation of apoſtate man- 
kind. Who can ſuggeſt a method, to ab/o/ve the 
traiterous race, and yet vindicate the honours of al- 
mighty ſcvereignty? Tluis is an intricacy, which the 
moſt exalted of finite intcliigences are unable to clear. 
-—But, bebold the wfearchable ſecret revealed! re- 
vealed in the wonteriul redemption, accompliſhed by a 
cying Savicur! So fliinly revealed, that © he who 
„ runs, Mey read z” and even babes unde ſtand, what 
minds of the Cecpcit penetration could not contrive. 
—— The Son of Gon, taking our nature, obcys the 
law, and undergots death in our ſtead, By this 
means, the threatened crr/e is executed, in all its ri- 
geur; and free grace is exerciſed, in all its riches. 

ultice maintains us rights, and, with a ſteady hand, 
adninifters impartial vengeance; while mercy dif- 
penſes her pardens, and weleemes the repentant crimi- 
nal into its tendercit embraces. Hercby the ſecming- 
ly tbwarting attributes are reconciled ; and the ſinner 

is ſaved, not only in /ull conſiſicuce, with the honour 


Sce the next notes | 
of 
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of the ſupreme perfections; but to the moſt Iuftrious 
maniſef/ation of them all. 

Where does the divine power * fo fignally exert itſelf, 
as in the cro/s of CHRnISH, and in the congue/ts of grace ? 
Oer Lok p, in his loweſt tate of humili tion, gained 

# more 1 victory; than when, through the di- 
viding ſca, and the wattc-howling wilderneſs, he“ rode 
© upon bis chariots and horſes of ſalvation.” When his 
hands were riveted, with irons, to the bloody tree; he 
diſarmed death of irs ſting, and plucked the prey from 
the jaws of hell. Then, even then, while he was cru- 
cificd in weakneſs, he vanquiſhed the frong man, and 
fubducd cur moſt formidable enemies; even then, he 
ſpoiled principalitics; triumphed over the powers of 
dirknets; and led captivity captive. And now he is 
exalted to his ie e throne, with what a prevall- 
ing efficacy does his grace go forth, “ conquering, 
« and to conquer -E, this, the faves of fin are re- 
ſcued from their bondage 8 and reftored to the liberty 
2 righteouſneſs. By this, Gcpraved wretches, whoſe 

appetites were ſenſual, and their diſpoſitions devilifh ; 
are not only renewed, but renewed after the image of 
Gop, and made partakers of a divine nature. Mil- 
lions, millions cf loſt creatures, Ber ſnatched, by the 
interpoſidion of grace, like Hand, from the burning 
and rran{lted into evcrlaſiing manſions, fine bright» 
er than the ars, ſhine bright as the /un, in the kings 
dom ot their Father. 


Would you ſee a more complete diſplay of the divine 


purity, than the unſpotted tirmament ; the ſpangles 


of heaven ; orthe golden fountain of day? Contcm- 
plate the ſame ſacred Being. He is the brightneſs of 
his Fathcr's glory, and the expreſs image of his per- 
ſon. Inu his immaculatè nature; in his heavenly tem- 


bs CHRIST, the wiſdom of GOD, andthe power of GOD, 1 Cor. 
i. 24. To the intent that now, unto the principalities and powers in 


b-averly places, might be kngwn by the church (by the am-zirg contri- 
vance, circuniſtauces, and cen ſhment of its redetnption) the 


deep, extenſive, aud (roxvurn arg) great!y diverſified wifdom of GOD, 
Eph, iii. 10. 


pers; 


| 
j 
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pers; in his moſt. holy life; the moral perſections of. 
the D.ity are repreſented, to the higheſt advantage “. 

— Hark! how mercy, with her charming voice, 
ſneaks in all he utters.—See ! how: benevolence pours. 
her choiceſt ſtores, in all he does. — Did ever com- 


Zaſ/ion look. ſo amiably ſoft, as in thoſe pitying fears: 


which ſwelled his eyes, and trickled down his cheeks, 
to bedew the rancour of his inveterate enemies? Was 
it. poſſible for patience to aſſume a form ſo lovely; as: 
that ſweetly- winning conduct, which bore the contra» 
diction of ſinners : which intreated the obſtinate, to be 
reconciled ; beſought the guilty, not to die? —In a 
word; from other things, we may collect ſome ſcat- 
fered rays of JEHovan's glory; but in CHRISH they 
are all united; and beam forth, with the ſtrongeſt ra- 
diance, the moſt delighttul effulgence Out Sion, 
and in Sion's great Redeemer, hith GOD appearcd in. 
perfett beauty. : 3 
Search then, my ſoul, above all other purſuits, 
ſearch the records of redeeming love. Let theſe be 
the principal objects of thy ſtudy. Here, employ thy- 
ſelf, with the moſt unwearied afliJuity. -— In theſe 
are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge . 
Such wiſdom ; as the very angels are intcnicly deſi- 
Tous to become more intimately acquaiatcd with : 
uch 


In this ſenſe, that ſaying of our Log p is eminently true, 
He that bath ſcen ME, bath ſcen the FATHER, Johu xiv 9. 

+ Colo}. 11. 3. — Noi a mean degree, but a ficaſure; not one trea- 
ſure, but -wny; not many only, but a treafurcs, of true wiſdom : 
and ſaving knowledge; are in CHRIST, and hi glorious goſpel, 
The ſuperigr excellency of thoſe treaſures ſeems to be finely in- 


tia.ated, in chat other expreſſhon—zrcxpupci—bid; or laid up; with + 
the utmoſt cre, and in à place or the greatcſt ſafety. Not lett at 
all adw-nturcs to be /iumbled upon, by every giddy wenderer; or to 
fall into the arms of the yawaing ſl:ggerd : but, like j:w:!ls of the 
brighteſt luſtre, or richcs of the higheſt value, kept in ſtore to adorn » 
and reward the diligent ſearcier. | 

+ This, I believe, is the import of the apoſtle's langu- ge, though 
it is not a literal tranſlation of— g u £715vaucuotys 2 [£26 aaptziuat, . 
1 Pet i- 12.— l never had fo lively an apprehenſion of the beautiful » 
ſignificancy of the lail word, as when have attended a dition of 
ſome part of the animal body. In order to diſcein the mite of the 

| admirable - 


divine perfection. 
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ſuch knewledge ; as qualifes the poſſeſſor, if not for 
offices of dignity on earth, yet for the moſt honour- 
able advancements in the kingdom of heaven. Diſu- 
nited from which, all application is but elaborate im— 
pertinence ; and all ſcience, no better than pompeus 
ignorance. Theſe alſo contain the farlt/e/s model of 
duty, and the nobleft motives to obedience. Nothing 
ſo powerful, to work a lively faith, and a joyful 
hop2; as an attentive conſideration, of our Lok D's 
unutterable merits, Nothing fo ſovereign to antidote 


the peitilential influence of the world, aad deliver 
our affections from a ſlivery to ignoble objects; as 


an habitual remembrance, of his extreme agonies. 
The genuine, the ever-fruitful Hurce of all morality, 
is the unfeigned love of CHRIST; and the crols, the 
CROSS, is the appointed“ a/tar, from which we may 
fetch a coal f, to inkindle this ſacred fire. 


BEI 9 LD, therefore the man; the matchleſs and 


ſtupendous man, who gave us a pattern of the moſt 
exalted virtue, and was himſelf the mirror of every 
Examine the memoirs of his ex- 
emplary converſation, Contemplate that choir of 
graces, which were aſfociated in his mind, and ſhed 
the higheſt luſtre on all his actions: familiarize to thy 
thoughts his heavenly diſcourſes, and enter into the 
very ſpirit of his refined do@rines : get the one tranſ- 


admitabl: frame; the latent wonders of art and mechaniſm ; the eye 
is ſo ſharpened, and its application ſo inten/ely bended, as gives a 
very jalt experiment. comment on that expreſſive phraſe, wopaxiy.at. 
Wich tuch earneſt attention, is the everlaſting goſpel contem- 
plated, by the angelic orders! How much more, if it were poſſible, 
does it deſerve the devgut and inceſſant conſideration of human 
minds? Since by them, it is not only to be ſpeculated, as a bright 
and raviſhing diiplay of the divine attributes; but to be applied to 
their fallen nature, as a moſt bcaign ſcheme of recovering grace 3 As 
the ſore and n ethod of obtaining life and immortality. 

And I. ſays our Load, if I be /ifted up from the earth, and ex- 
tended on the croſs, wil! draw all men unto me will give ſuch a nich 
and tranf.envent Eifpliy of »:7 love, as hall conſtitute the moſt 
powerful «nd prevailing attrackive of thiirs. John x0. 32+ 
7 Ailuding ty II. i. 6, 


fuſed 


— — 
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fuſed into thy breaſt, the other tranſcribed in thy 
lite. Follow him to the /a/? ſcene of the moiſt inno- 

cent and uſeful courſe, that was ever paſſed on earth. 

Follow him to Calvary's horrid eminence; to Calva- 

ry's fatal cataſtrophe. Be thy moiſt conſtant attention 

fixed, on that lovely and forrowtul ſpectacle. Bchold 

the ſpotleſs victim, nailed to the tree, and ſtabbed to 

the heart. Hear him pouring out prayers, for his 
murderers ; before he poured out his /ou/, for tranſ- 

greſſors. Sce the wounds, that ſtream with forgive- 
neſs, and bleed balm for a diſtempered world. O! 

ſee the juſtice of the Almighty, and his goodneſs ; his 
mercy, and his vengeance z all his tremendous, and 
gracious attributes manifeſted ; manifeſted with inex- 
preſſible ſplendor, in that moſt zgnominious, and yet. 
grandeſt of tranſactions, 


| Since Gop is ſo inconceivably great, as theſe his 
marvellous works declare; 


Since the great Sov reign ſends ten thouſand worlds, 
To tell us, he reſides above them all, | 
In glory's unapproachable receſs * ; 


What an honourable, as well as advantageous employ, 
is prayer! By prayer we have acce/s to that moſt 
mighty Pctentate ; whoſe ſceptre ſways univerſal na- 


ture, and whole rich regalia fills the ſkies with luſtre, 


Prayer places us in the preſence- chamber; while “ the 
& blood of ſprinkling,” procures us a gracious au- 


* For this quotation, and ſeveral valuable hizts, I acknowledge 
myſelf indebted to thoſe beautiful and ſublime poems, intitle 
Nig hi- Thaugbis.—— Of which 1 ſhall only ſay, That I receive freſh. 
pleaſure, ani richer improveme it, from every venewed peruſal, 
And, I think, I ſhall have reaſon to hle's the indulgent Beſtower of 
ail wiſdom, for thoſe inſtructive and animating compolitions, even 
in my laſt moments. Than which nothing cad more emphaticaily 
ſpeak their very ſuperior exce'leuce, nor give a more /9/id iattsfattivn to 
their worthy author.—— Happy ſhould 1 think myſelf, it theſe 
little ſketches of contemplative devotion, might be hovoured with the 
mo/t inferior degree ot the ſame ſucceſs; and receive a teſtimony, not 
from the voice of fame, but from the dying lips of ſome editicd 


£bþriiltiags b i 
dience. 


22 1 Sos; S tat. @< = 8 


is 


j 
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dience.— Shall I then 5/5 to be found proftrate, 
before the throne of grace? Shall I be a/hamed to 
have it known; that I offer up ſocial ſupplications in 
the family, or am conſcientious in obſerving my pri- 
vate retirements? Rather, let me glory in this un— 
ſpeakable privilege. Let me reckon it the 20e po- 
ſture, to fall low on my knees before his footſtool; 
and the higheſt honour, to enjoy communion wich 
his moſt exalted Majeſty. —Incomparably more noble, 


than to fit, in pez/on, on the triumphal chariot z or 


to land in efipy, amidſt the temple of worthics. 
How incitimable, in ſuch a view, is that promiſe ; 
which ſo often occurs in the prophetic writings, and 
is the crowning benefit of the new covenant, I will be 
thy D*? Will this ſupremely excellent, and 
almighty Being, vouchfafe to be my portion? To 
ſettle upon a poor ſinner, not the heritage of a coun- 
ty ; not the poſſeſſion of the whole earth; but his 
own ever- bleſſed Self? May 1 then, through his free 
condeſcending grace, and the unknown merits of his 
Son, look upon all theſe infinitely noble attiibutcs as 
my treaſure? May I regard the wi/dom, which ſuper» 
intends ſuch a multitude of worlds, as my guide; the 
power, which produced, and preferves them in cxiſt- 
ence, as my guard; the goodneſs, which, by an endleſs 
communication of favours, renders them all ſo many 
habitations of happineſs, as my exceeding great re- 
ward ?— What a fund of felicity, is included in ſuch 
a bleſſing? How often does the Hraelitiſſß prince 
exult in the aflurance, that this unuttcrable and 
boundleſs good is his own? Intereſted in this, he 


' bids defiance to every evil that can be dreaded; and 


reſts in certain expectation of every bleſſing that can 
be defired. The LORD is my light, and my ſalua- 
tion; whem then ſhall I fear ® the LORD, wich 
an air of exultation, he repeats both his affiance, and 
his challenge, is the ſtrength of my life; of whom then 


hall I be afraid H? Nothing fo ciicCual, as this ap- 


f Pſal. xxvii. 1. 


* Heb. viii. 16, 


propriating 
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propriating faith, to inſpire a dignity of mind, ſupe- 
rior to tranſitory trifles; or to create a calmneſs of 
temper, unalarmed by vulgar fears, unappalled by 
death itſelf.——T7he LORD is my ſbepherd, ſays the 
ſame truly gallant and heroic perionage : therefore 
Shall I lack nething *, How is it poſſible, he ſhould 
ſuffer want, who has the all ſufficient fulneſs for 
his ſupply? 80 long as unerring wiſdom is capable 
of contriving the means, and irreliſtible power is able 
to execute them, ſuch a one cannot fail, of being ſafe 
and happy; whether he continue amidſt the vi- 
ciſſitudes of time, or depart into the unchangeable 
eternity. 


HERE, let us ſtand a moment, and contemplate 
this great Go p, together with our/clves, in a relative 
view. If we reflect on the works of material na- 
ture, their number incomprehenſible, and their ex- 
tent unmeaſurable: each of them apart, ſo admirably 
framed; the connections of the whole, fo exquiſitely 
regulated; and all derived, from one and the ſame 
glorious Agent. If we recoits& the far more 
noble accompliſhments of clegant taſte, and diſcern- 
ing judgment; of refined paſſions, and exalted ſenti- 
ments; which are to be found, amoog the ſeveral 
orders of underflaniing beings; and all of them flows 
ing, in rich emanations, from the one ſole Fountain 
of intellectual light. — If we farther conſider this 
Author of material beauty, and moral excellency, as 
a guardian, a governor, and benefactor to all his crea- 
tures: ſupporting their being, and protecting their 
perſons, by an ever-watchtul providence; preſiding 
over their affairs, and caufing all events to terminate 
in the moſt extenſive good; heaping, with unremitted 
liberality, his benefits upon every capable object, and 
making the whole circle of exiſtence a ſeminary of 
happineſs, —Is it poſſible for the human heart, un- 
der ſuch captivating views, to be indifferent towards 

Pfal. xxiii. 2. 
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This ever-blefled Original of all good? Can any be 
10 immerled in ſtupidity, as to fay unto the Almighs 
ty—in the language of an irreligious temper, and li- 
centious life, to ſay, Depart from us, we implore 
„ not thy favour; nor defire the knowledge of thy 
&« ways?“ - Wonder, © hetvens! be amazed, Oearth! 
and let all the inhabitants of bsth join their aſtonith« 
ment, at this unparallelled complication of diſinge- 
nuous, ungrateful, and deſtructive perverſeneſs ! 

If we confider our own imperfect ſtate; frail in 
our bodies; enfeebled in our minds ; in every part of 
our conſtitution, and in all the occurrences of life, 
like a tottering wall, or a broken hedge.” —If we 
ſurvey our indigent ſtate; without holineis ; without 
happineſs; our poſſefiivn of preſent conveniencies, 
entirely dependent on Gop's ſovereign pleaſure; yea, 
forfeited, juſtly forfeited, and every future hope, by 
a thouſand aggravated jniquities.——If we add the 
various di/afters of our condition; agitated by tumul- 
tuous paſſions; oppreſſed with diſpiriting fears; held 
in ſuſpenſe by a variety of perplexing * cares; liable 
to pains, and expoled to troubles ; troubles, from e- 
very quarter; troubles, of every kind :—can we, a- 
midit ſo many wants, under ſuch deplorable infirmi- 
ties, and ſubject to ſuch diſaſtrous accidents, —can we 


be unconcerned, whether Gop's omnipotent hand, 


*All that are converſant with the original language of the New 
Teſtament, are ſufficiently apprited, that this is the ſigniſicancy of 
that important diſuaſfive, uiged by our LoRD, wn wipturals, 
Matth. vi. 25.——1 beg leave, for the ſake of the unleurned reader, 
to obſerve; That our tranſlation, tough for the moſt part faithful 
and excellent, has here flipt into a very great impropricty, and miſ- 
repreſented our divine Maſter's meaning. Take no thought for your body, 


is not only not the true ſenſe, but the very reverſe of the ſcriptura} 


docttine. We are required to take a prudent and moderate thought, 


for the neceſſar ies of lite. The fluggard, who neglect; this decent 
precaution, is ſeverely reprimanded ; is ſent to one of the meaneſt 
animals, to bluſh for his folly, and lcarn diſcretion from her con- 
duct, Prov. vi. 6. Our Saviour's precept, and the exact ſenſe of 
his expreſſion, is, Take no anxious thought; indulge no perple cin 
care: ug juch care, as may argue an unreaſunalle diſlraſt of proy;. 
dence; or way rend and tear your minds with diſtreſling, with per- 
nicious ſolicitude. | ERS. 
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and -uncontroulable will, be againſ/ us, or ſer us? 
Imagination itſelf ſhudders at the thought! Can 
we reſt ſatisfied, without a wel grounded perfuaſion, 
that we are reconciled to this ſupreme LoRD, and 
the objects of his unchangeable goodneſs I If there 
be an abandoned wretch, whoſe apprehenſions are ſo 
fatally blinded ; who is utterly loft to all ſenſe of his 
duty, and of his intereſt : let me bewail his miſery; 
while I abhor his impiety. Bewail his miſery; though 
popularity, with her choiceſt laurels, adorn his brow ; 
though affinence, with her richeſt delicacies, load his 
table; though half a nation, or half a world, conſpire 
to call him bappy. 

May I, by a believing applicatim, ſolace myſelf in 
this everlaſting ſource of love, perfection, and joy |! 
Grant me this requeſt, and I aſk no more.—Oaly, 
that I may expect, not with a reluctant anxiety, but 
with a ready chearfſulneſs, the arrival of that important 
hour; when this vail of fleſh {hall drop, and all the 
ſhadows of mortality flee away. When I ſhall no 
longer complain of 4b/cure knowledge; languid affec- 
tions; and imperſeft fruition— but, ſhall tee the un- 
created and immortal Majeſty : ee him, not in this 
diſtant and unaffecting method, of reaſoning from his 


works; but with the moſt clear and direct intuition of 


the mind. When 1 ſhall zve him, not with a cold 


aud contra cted ſpirit ; but with the moſt lively and en- 


larged emotions of gratitude. —When I ſhall abun- 
dantly enjoy the light of his countenance; and be u- 


nited, intimately, inſeparably, united to his all- glo- 


rious GODHEAD. Take, ye ambiticus, unenvied 
and unoppoled, take to yourtelves the toys of ſtate. 
May I be enabled to rejoice in this bleſſed hope; and 
to friumph in that amiable, that adorable, that de- 
lighttul name, the LRD MY Gop! And I ſhall 
ſcarce beſtow a thought, on the ſplendid pageantry of 
the world; unleſs it be to die its empty pomp, 
and to pity its deluded admirers, 


ALL theſe bodies, though immenſe in their ſize, 
+: and 
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and almoft infinite in their multitude, are obedient to 
the divine cammand. The Gop of wiſdom * telleth 
% their numbers,” and is intimately acquainted with 
their various properties. The Gop of power “ calleth 
«© them all by tEeir names,” and atligns them whatſo- 
ever office he pleaſes, He marſballs all the ſtarry 
legions, with infinitely greater caſe, and nicer order; 
than the moſt expert general, arranges bis dilciplined 
tro;ps. He appoints their %s; he marks their rout ; 


he fixes the time for their return. The poſts, which 


he appoints, they occupy, without fail. In the route, 
which he ſettles, they perſevere, without the leaſt de- 
viation. And are punctual to the inſtant *®, which he 
fixes for their return.— He has given them a law, 
which, through a long revolution of ages, ſhall not 
be broken: unleſs his ſovereign will interpoſes, for 
its repeal, Then indeed, their motions are controuled; 
their action is ſuſpended; and their influence fealed 
up.— The fun, at his creation, received a command to 
travel through the heavens, Since which, he has 
conſtantly performed the great circuit; and rqoiced 
« as a giant, to run his race.“ But, when it was re- 
quiſite to ſublerve the purpoſes of divine love, the or- 
ders are countermanded; the flaming courier ſtops 
his career; flands flill in Gibeon +; and, for the con- 
veniency of the choſen people, holds back the falling 
day. The moon too was diſpatched with a charge, 
never to intermit her revolving motion, till day and 
night come to an end, But, when the children of 
providence, were to be favoured with an uncommon 
continuance of light, ſhe halts in her march; makes 


The planets, and all the innumerable hoſt of heavenly bo- 
dies, perform their courſes and revolutions, wi:h ſo much cer + 


% tainty and cxactnefs, as never once to ful; but, for alrnoilt 6092 


« years, come conſtantly about to che ſame period, in the huu— 


„ dredth part of a minute“ Starkb;uje*s Hiſt. Bib. 

t This is ſpoken in conformity to the ſeripture-Janguage, and ac. 
cording to the common non, With reſpect to the power which 
eff. ted the al cration ; it is much the ſame thing, and alike miras 
culou> z whether the fun, os the earth, be fuDpules te . 
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a ſolemn pauſe in the valley of 4jalon *; and delays to 
bring on her attendant train of thadows.—When the 
enemies of the Log p are to be diſcomfited, the flars 
likcwiſe are levied into the ſervice; the ftars are arm- 
ed, and take the field; the flars, in their courſes, 


fought againſt Siſera f. 


8o dutiful is material nature; ſo obſequious, in all” 
her forms, to her Creator's pleaſure | The bellow- 
ing thunders, liſtea to his voice; and the vollied light 
Kings, obſerve the direction of his eye. The flying 
/ierm, and impetuous whir/wind, wear his yoke, The. 
raging waves revere his nod; they ſhake the earth; 
and daſh the ſkies; yet, never offer to paſs the 
bounds, which he has ſet.— Even the planetary 


% 


{theres ; though vaſtly larger, than this wide- extend- 


ed earth; are, in his hand, as clay in the hands of 
the potter: though, far fwi/ter than the northern 
blaſt, they ſweep the long tracks of æther; yet, are 


* Jcſn, x. 12. 13, —— The prophet Hib.kkuk, according to his. 
Jofy manner, celebrates this event; and points out, in very poctical 
diction, the deſign of fo ſurpriſing a miracle. The ſun and moon 
oecd ſtill in their bubitatien : in the light, the long- continued and mi- 
raculous light, thy arrows, edged with deſtruction, witked on their 
awtul errand : in the clear ſpiniag of the day, protracted for this very. 
purpoſe, thy glittering ſpear, launched by thy peop'e, but guided by 
thy band, ſprung tv its prey. Hab. iii. 21. 

+ Judg. v. 20. The ſcripture-phraſe fought ogain/t, will, I 
hope, be a proper warrent fer every expreſſion, J have uſed.on this 
occaſion. The paſſage is geuerally ſuppoſed to ſignify, that 
fore very dreadful meteors (which the ſtars were thought to influ» 
ence) ; ſuch as fierce ſlaſhes of I£it.ing ; impetuous ſhowers of 
rain; and rapid ſtorms of b.zl; were employed by the Almighty to 
terriſy, anncy, and overthrow the enemies of Jrael. If fo, there: 
cannot be a more clear and lively paraphraſe cn the text, than thoſe 
fine lines of a Jewiſh wiiter. — His /evere wreth ſhail HE har pen 
fer a ſword; and the world ſhail fight with him apainſt the ungodiy, Then 
hall the riglit- aiming thunderbolts go 4 ; ond from the clouds, as 
from a well-drawa bow, ſhall they fly to the mark. And ha il- ſtones full 
of wrath, ſh-ll be coſt out of a ſlove bow ;. and the water of the ſea ſhull 
rage againſt them ; and the floods (as was th» cafe of the river K 


forall cruelly drown them, Yea, a mighty wind ſball flaud up ag ainjt- 


them; and, like a ſtorm, ſba blow them aw.y, Wild. v. 20. 21. 
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they guided by his reins, and preciſely execute what- 
ever he enjoins.—— All theſe enormous g of cen— 
tral fire, which beam through the boundleſs azure ;. 
in compariſon of which, an army of planets, were 


like a {warm of ſummer- iaſects; thoſe, even. thoſe, 


are conformable to his will, as the melting wax to the 
impreſſed ſral.— And if all, ALL. is obedient, through» 
out the whole aſcent of things, ſhall man be the only. 
rebel? Shall our unruly appetites reject the govern- 
ment of almighty goodneſs? Shall theſe headitrong 
paſſions break looſe from divine reſtraint; and run 
wild, in exorbitant ſallies, after their own imaginations, 

O my ſoul, be ſtung with remorſe, and overwhelm- 
ed with confuſion, at ſuch a thought! Is it not a 
righteous thing, that the bleſſed Go p ſhould ſway the 
ſceptre, with the moſt abſolute authority, over all. the 
creatures, which his power has formed? cfpecially o- 


ver thoſe creatures; whom his diſtinguiſhing favour, 


has endued with the noble principle of reaſon, and 
made capable of a bliſs ful immortality? Sure, if all 
the ranks of inanimate exiſtence, ſubmit to their Ma- 
ker's decree, by the necelſity of their nature; this 
more excellent race of , beings, ſhould pay their equal 
homage, by the uiling compliance of their aftections *. 


This argumeyt, I acknowledge, is not ab/e/utely conclhiſtve; but 
it is popular and ſtriking. Nor can | think myſclf obliged, in ſuch 
a work; whicre fancy bears a conſiderable ſway; to proceed always 
with the caution: and exactueſs, of a diſputer in the ſchools, If there 
be ſome appearance of analogy, betwecu the fact and the infetence, 
it ſeems ſuſſicient for my put poſe z though the deduction ſhould not 
be neceſſary, or ſtrictly ſyliogi ical. One of the ap/tol:ic fa. 
thers, has an affe ctiug aud tiuly fublime paragraph, which runs en- 
tirely iu this form: Hang Te x24 Tranny % % KATH TYy 
dinrT2yav avis ww 0u3YUM, dixa Tam n g⁰νꝓ te, iFNG a 
ETHeTRY MiVEC RuTLIE egν,ẽſ The fun, the moon, and the ſtarry choir; 
without the leaſt” deviation, and with the utmoſt harmony, perform the ret o- 


| lations appointed them by the jupreme decree. From which remark, and. 


abundance cf other ſimilar inſlances, obſcrvabic iu the economy of 
nature; he exhorts Zhriſtians, to a cor dial wnanimily among themſcl ves, 
and a cliful obedience to Go Dp. Vid. Clem. Roman. 1. Ep. ad Corinth, 
ſet. 20.— See alſo a beaut:ful ode in Dr Watts Lyric poems, 
in'itled, The Compariſen and Complaint, which turns cudirely upon 


this v7 thuvghts 
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—— Come then, all ye faculties of my mind; come, 
all ye powers of my body ; give up yourſelves, without 
a moment's delay, without the leaſt reſerve, to his go- 
vernance. Stand, like dutiful ſervants, at his foot- 
ſtool; in an everlaſting readineſs, to 42. whatſoever he 
requires; to be Whatſoever he appoints : to further, 
with wnitcd efforts, the purpoſes of his glory in «his 
earthly ſcene: or elſe to ſeparate, without reluctance, 
at his ſummons; the one, to ſlecp in the ſilent duſt ; 
the cther, to advance his honour, in ſome remoter 
colony of his kingdom. Thus, may I join with all 
the works of the Lord, in all places of his dominion, 
to recognize his univerſal ſupremacy; and proclaim 
him Scvcreign- of fouls, as well as Ruler of worlds. 


AT my firſt coming abroad, all theſe Iuminaries 
wers totally eclipſed, by the overpowering luſtre of the 
ſun, They were all placed in the very fame ſtations 
and played the ſame ſprightly beams; yet: not one was 
ſeen. As the day-light were away, and the ſober 
Mades advanced; Hern, that leads the ſtarry train, 
diſcloſed his radiant forchead, and catched my eye. 
While I Hood gazing, on his bright and beautiful a- 
ſpect, others pceped through the blue curtains. Scarce 
had I turned to obſerve theſe freſh emanations of 
iplendor; but others dropt the veil ; others ſtole into 
view. When lo! vaſter and more numerous multi- 
tudes ſprung from obſcurity; they poured, in ſhining 
troops, and in ſweet confuſion, over all the empyrean 
plain: till the firmament ſcemed, like one vaſt con- 
ſtellation 3 and © a flood of glory burſt from all the 
66: ies : 

Is not ſuch the rie, and ſuch the progreſs, of a true 
ecuderſien; in the prejudiced inſidel, or inattentive 
finner ? lu the period of his vainer years, a thouſand 
intereſting truths, lay utterly undiſcovered; a thouſand 
momentous concerns, were entirely difregarded. But, 
when divine grace diſſipates the deluſive glitter, which 
dazzled bis underſtanding, or beguiled his affections; 


then, 
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75 then, he begins to diſcern, dimly to diſcern, the 
it things that belong to his peace. Some powerful ad- 
” monition of fcripture, darts conviction into his mind 3 
t- as the rays of a ſtar, pierce the gloom of night. Then, 
2 perhaps, another awful, or cheating text, flings ter- 
75 ror, or diffuſes comfort; a threatening alarms his 
18 fears, or a promiſe awakens his hopes. This, poflibly, 
e, is ſucceeded by ſome very impreſſive diſpenſation of 
t 5 providence; or improved by ſome edifying, and in- 
er ftruftive converſation, All which is faſtened, as to 
all its continuance; and enlarged, as to its influence; 
n, by a diligent ſtudy of the facred word. By this means, 
im new truths continually pour their evidence; new 


ſcenes of refined and exalted, but hitherto, unknown | 
delight, addreſs him with their attractives. New de- | 
fires take wing; new purſuits are ſet on. foot, A 
new ict of tempers actuate his heart; a new ha- 
bit of converſation regulates his life. Old things 
are paſſed away; and “ he, that was ſometime 
& darkneſs, is now light, and life, and joy, in the. 
WF LOED.” 

The more attentively I view the cryſtal concave, 
the greater number of luminaries I ditcern, Abun- 
dance of minnter lights, that lay concealed from a /u- | 
perficial noticæ, are viſible on a cler examination. E- | 
tpecially in thoſe tracks of the ſky, which are called 
the galaxy; and are diſtinguiſhable, by a ſort of mil- | 
ky path. There, they are crouded, rather than dif. | 
ſeminated. The region ſeems to be all on a blaze, with | 
their blended rays. They ſhine thick as deu. drops, | 
on the face of the morning. Betides this vaſt pro- | 
fuſion, which the prying eye diſcovers; were | to 
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true make my furvey, from any other, part of the globe, | 
native that lies nearer the Southern Pole; I ſhould behold a q 
ſand new choir of ſtarry bodies, which have never appear- 
1fand ed in our Hemißphere. And wcre I, either here or 

But, there, to view the firmament with the virtugſo's glaſs ; 
vhich I thould find a prodigious multitude of flaming orbs, 


ions; that, immer ſed in depths of æther, eſcape the keen- 


*. 
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eſt unaſiſted ſight ®,—— And yet, in theſe various fi- 
tuations ; even with the aid ot the teleſcopic tube; 1 
ſhould not be able to deſcry the half, perhaps not a 
theuſandth part of thoſe illuſtrious bodies, which the 
vaſt expanſive heavens contain 4. — do, the more 
diligently I purſue my ſearch, into thoſe oracles of 
eternal truth, the /criptures; I perceive a wider, a 
| deeper, an ever-increaſing fund of ſpiritual treaſures. 
| I perceive the diviner ſtrokes of wiſdom, and the richer 
diiplays of goodneſs; the more tranſcendent excellency 
of the Meſſiabh, and a more deplorable vileneſs in fall- 
en man; a more immaculace purity in Gop's law, 
and more precious privileges in his goſpel. And yet, 
after a courſe of ſtudy, ever fo aſſiduous; ever fo pro. 
longed; I ſhould have reaſon, to own myſelf, a 
mere babe in heavenly knowledge ; or, at moſt, but 
a puerile proficient, in the /chool of CHRIS r. 


— 
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Ar TRR all my moſt accurate inſpection, thoſe 
Larry orbs appear but as glittering points; and even 
the planets, though lo much nearer our carthly man- 
ſion, ſeem not to exceed the ſize of flaming bullets. 
If then, we have ſuch imperfect apprehenſions, of vi- 

| ſible and material things; how much more ſcanty and 
inadequate, muſt be our notions of inviſible and im- 
mortal objects. We behold the ſtars; and though 


® Come forth, O man, yon azure round ſurvey, 
And view thoſe lamps, which yield eternal days 
Bring forth. t! y glaſles: clear thy wond'ring eyes: ? 


-Milhons beyond the tormer miilions riſe; 
Look farthcr ;— millions more blaze from -remoter ſkies. 


See en ngenicus poem, intitled, The Univerie, 


+ How noble, conſidered in this view, are the cclebrations of 
the divine Majeſty, which frequently occur in the ſacred writings ! 
It is the LOK D that made the heavens, Pſal. xcvi. 5. hat a 
_ prodigious dignity, does ſuch a ſenſe of things give, to that de- 
1 3 vout alcription ot praiſe! Thou, even thou, «rt LORD alone: then 
1 haſt made heaven, tbe heaven of beavens, with ail their belli, 69 
| IX, 6. And how inimitably ſublime is that beautiful climax, 
in the inſpired hyma! Praiſe HIM, ſun and moon: praiſe him, 
all ye flars of light : praiſe lim, ye heavens of hewucrs, Pal. cxlviiie 
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every one is incomparably bigger than this whole 
earth; yet they dwind/e, upon our ſurvey, into the 
moiſt diminutive forms. Thus we ſee, by faith, the 
glories of the bleſſed Jesvus ; the atoning efficacy of 
his death; the juſtifying merit of his righteouſneſs z 
and the joys which are reſerved for the godly. But, 
alas | even our moſt exalted ideas, are vaſtly belau 
the truth: as much below the truth, as the report 
which our eyes make of thoſe celeſtial edifices, is infe- 
rior to their real grandeur. Should we take in all 
the magniſying aſſiſtances which art has contrived, 


_ thoſe luminous bodies would clude our ſkill, and ſeem 


as ſmall as ever. Should an inhabitant of earth 
travel towards the cope of heaven, and be carried for- 
wards, in his acrial journey, more than a hundred 
and ſixty millions of miles “; even in that advanced 
ſituation, thoſe oceans of flame would look no larger 
than radiant ſpecks. In like manner, conceive ever 
ſo magnificently of the Redeemer's honours, and of 
the bli/s which he has purchaſed for his people; yet 
you will fall ſhort, Raiſe your imagination higher ; 
ſtretch your invention wider ; give them all the ſcope, 
that a ſoaring and excurſive fancy can take; ſtill your 
conceptions will be extremely diſproportionate to their 
genuine perfections.—Vaſt are the bodies which 
roll in the expanſe of heaven; vaſter {ar are thoſe 
ficlds of ether, through which they run their endleſs 
round: but the excellency of Iss, and the happi- 
neſs laid up for his ſervants, are greater than ezther ; 
than both; than all. An inſpired writer calls one, 
« The unſearchable riches of CarisT;” and ſtiles 


the other, © An exceeding great and eternal weight 
“of glory.“ 


* This, incredible as it may ſeem, is not a mere ſuppoſition, but a 
real ict. For, about the tenth of December, we are above 169,000,000 
of miles nearce the Northern parts of the iky, than we were at 


the tenth of Tue. And yet, with, 1egard to the ſtars ſituate in that 


qua ter, we pere gige no nge in theic a/pett, nor any aigmentation 
ot their mu. tude. 
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Ir thoſe ſtars, are ſo many inexhauſtible magazines 
of fire, and immenſe reſervoirs of light; there is no 
reaſon to doubt, but they have ſome very grand uſes, 
ſuitable to the magnificence of their nature. To ſpe- 
city, or explain, the particular purpoſes they anſwer; 
is altogether impoſſible, in our preſent ſtate of diſtance 
and ignorance. This, however, we may clearly diſcern 
that they are diſpoſed in ſuch a manner, as is moſt 
pleaſing and ſerviceable to mankind. — They are not 
placed at ſuch an infinite remove, as to lie beyond our 
ſight ; neither are they brought /o near our abode, as 
to annoy us with their beams. We lee them ſhine on 
every fide; and the deep azure, that ſerves them as 
a ground, heightens their ſplendor. But their in- 
fluence is gentle, and' their rays are deſtitute of heat. 
So that we are favoured with the view of a multitude 
of fiery globes; without any riſque, either to the 
ccclneſs of our night, or the quict ot our repge.— Who 
can iufficiently admire that immenſe benignity ; which 
on our account, ffrews the earth with bleſſings of 
every kind; and vouchſafes to make the very heavens. 
fubſervient to our delight. — | I 
But it is not ſolely to adorn the roof of our palace, 
with coſtly gildings, that Gop commands the celeſtial 
luminaries to glitter through the gloom. We allo 
reap conſiderable benefits. from their miniſtry.— 
They divide our time, and fix its ſolemn periods. 
They ſettle the order of our works ; and are, accord- 
ing to the deſtination mentioned in ſacred writ, © for 
« ſigns, and for ſeaſons; for days, and for years. 
The returns of heat and cold alone, would have been 
too precarious a rule. But theſe radiant bodies, by 
the variation, and alſo by the regularity of their mo- 
tions, afford a method of calculating, abſolutely cer- 
tain, and ſufficiently obvious. By this the farmer is 
inſtructed, when to commit his grain to the turrows, 
and how to conduct the operations of huſbindry. 
By this, the /aiſer knows when to proceed on his 
voyage With leaſt peril, and how to carry on the buſi- 
neis of navigation with moſt fucce!s. 
- Why 


” 
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Why ſhould not the Chriſtian, the probationer for 


eternity, learn, from the ſame monitors, to number, 
for nobler purpoſes, his days; and duly to tranſact 
the grand, grand affairs of his final ſalvation? Since 
Gop has appointed ſo many bright meaſurers of our 
time, to determine its larger periods, and to minute 
down its ordinary ſtages : ſure this moſt ſtrongly in- 
culcates its value, and ſhould powerfully prompt us 
to improve it,—Behold! the ſupreme Lok p marks 
the progreſs of our life, in that moſt confpicucus tulen- 


dar above. And does not ſuch an ordination tell us, 


in the moſt emphatical language, that it is given, for 
«ſe, not for ate? That no portion of it is delivered, 
but under a ſtrict account; that all of it is entered, 
as it paſſis in the divine regiſter; and therefore, that 
the ſtewar:'s of ſuch a talent, are to expect a future 
reckoning ? Behold ! the very heavens are biddea 
to be the accomprants, of cur years, and months, and 
days. O!] may this induce us to manage them, with 
2 vigilant frugality z to part with them, as milers with 
their h;arded treaſure, warily and circumſpectly; and 
if poſſible, as merchants with their rich commodities, 
not without their equivalent, either in pertonal im- 
provement, or ſocial uſctulneſs ! 

How bright the ſturry diamonds ſhine! The ambi- 
tion of eaſtern monarchs could imagine no diſtinction, 
more noble and tubvliine, than that of being likened to 
thoſe beaming orbs “. — They form night's richeſt 
dreſs ; and ſparkle upon her fable robe, like jewels of 
the fineſt luſtre. Like jewels! I wrong their cha- 
rafter, The lucid {tune has no brilliancy ; quenched 
is the flame even of the golden topaz; compared 
with thoſe glowing decorations of heaven. -— How 
widely are their radiant honours diffu/ed / No nation 
ſo remote, but ſees their beauty, and rejoices in their 
uſefulneſs. They have been admired by all preceding 
generations; and every riſing age will gaze on their 
charms, with renewed delight. — How animating, 


Numb. xiv. 17. Dan. viii, 10, 
15 then, 
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then, is that promi/e, made to the faithſul miniſters 
of the goſpel ! * They that turn many to righteouſ- 
„ neſs, ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever *.“ 
Is not this a moſt winning encouragement, © to ſpend 
& and be ſpent,” in the ſervice of ſouls? Methioks, 
the ſtars becken as they 7zwinkle, Methinks they ſhew 
me their ſplendors, on purpoſe to awaken my alacrity 
in the race {et before me; on purpoſe to enliven my 
activity in the work that is given me to do, —— If ho- 
nour has any charms; if true glory, the glory which 


cometh from Go, is any attractive; there cannot be 


a more powerful incitement to exerciſe all a{liduity in 
my holy vocation. Therefore, when zeal becomes 
languid, let me have recourſe to thoſe lamps of hea- 
ven; and rekindle its ardour at their inextinguiſhable 
fires. 


Or the polar Har, it is obſervable; that, while other 
luminaries alter their ſituation, this feems invariably 
fixed . While other luminaries, now, mount the 
bittlements of heaven, and appear upon duty; now, 
retire beneath the horizon, and reſign, to a freſh fer, 
the watches of the night; this never departs from its 
ſtation. This, in every ſ:aſon, maintains an wniſgrm 
F6ition ; and is always to be found, inthe ſame track 
of the northern ſky.— How often has this beamed 
bright intelligence on the /aifor ; and conducted the 
keel to its defired haven | In early ages, thole that 
went down to the ica in ſhips, and occupied their 
buſineſs in great waters, had ſcarce any other /ure 
guide for their wandering veſſel. This therefore they 

viewed with the moſt ſolicitous attention, By this 
they formed their obſervations, and regulated their 
voyage. When this was obſcured by clouds, or in- 


veloped in miſts; the trembling mariner was bewilder- 


* Dan, x11-:3. : 

+ I ſpeak in conformity to the appearance of the ol ject. For, 
though this remarkable ſtar revolves round the pole, its mgtion is ſo 
flow, and the circle it deſcribes ſo ſmeli; as render both the revolu- 
tion, and change of ſituation, hardly perccivable. 
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ed, on the watery waſte, His thoughts fluctuated, 
as much as the floating ſurge ; and he Enew not where 
he was advanced, or whither ns ihnuld ſteer. But 
wizen this auſpicious ſtar broke through the gloom, 
it diſſipated the anxiety of his mind,. and cleared up 
his dubious paſſage. 
management of the helm; and was able to ſhape his 
'couric with ſome tolerable degree of ſatisfaction and 
certainty. = 
Such, only much clearer in its light, and much farer 
in its direction, is the holy word ot Gop, to thoſe my» 
riads of intellectual beings, who are bound for the 
eternal ſhores; and, embarked in a veſſ-l of frail 
le ſh, are to paſs the waves of this perilous world. In 
all difficulties, thoſe ſacred pages ſhed an encouraging 
ray; in all uncertainties, they ſuggeR the right deter- 
'mination, and point out a proper procedure. And, 
what is ſtiil a more ineſtimable advantage; they, like 
the ſtar which conducted the eaſtern ſages, make plain 
Gur way to the Redeemer. They diſplay his unſpeak- 
able merits; diſcover the method of being intereſted 
in his atonement, and lead the weary ſoul, tofſed by 


troubles, and. ſhattered by temptations, to that only 


Harbour of peaceful repoſe.—Let us therefore attend 
to this unerring directory, th the fame conſtancy of 
regard, as the ſea-faring man obſerves his compaſs. 
Let us become as thoroughly acquainted with this /a- 
cred chart, as the pilot is with cvery truſty mark, that 


gives notice of a lurking rock; and with every open 


road, that yields a ſafe paſſage into the port. Above 
all, let us commit oui ſclves to this infallible guidance, 
with the 1ame implicit reſignation; let us contorm to 
its divine precepts, with the ſame ſedulous care; as 
the children ot //rash, when ſ{cjourning in the track- 
leſs delart, followed the pillar of fire, and the mo- 


tions of the miraculous cioud.—So will it introduce 


un, not into an earthly Canaan, flowing with milk and 
honey ; but into an immortal paradiſe, where is the 
fulneis of joy, and where are pleaſures for evermore, 
It will introduce us into thoſe happy, happy regions, 

VoL. II G where 


He reaſſumed, with alacrity, the 
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where our ſun ſball no more go down, nor our moon withe 
draw itſef; for the LORD fhall be our everlaſting 
light, and the days of our mourning, together with the 
fati-ues of our pilgrimage, all be ended. 


I PERCEIVE a great variety in the fize and ſplen- 
dor of thoſe gems of heaven. Some are of the firft 
magnitude; others, of an inferior order. Some glcwv 
with intenſe flames; others glimmer with fainter 
beams. Yet, all are beautiful; all bave their peculiar 
luſtre, and diſtinct uſe ; all tend in their different de- 
grees, to enamel the cope of heaven, and embroider 
the robe of night.— This circumſtance is remarked 
by an author, whoſe ſentiments are a ſource of viſ- 
dom, and the very ſtandard of truth. One ſtar,” 
ſays the apoſtle of the Gentiles, © differeth from an- 
cc other ſtar in glory: / allo is the reſurrection of 
©« the dead.“ | 

In the world above, are various degrees of happi- 
neſs, various /eats of honour. Some will riſe to more 
illuſtrious diſtinctions, and richer joys 1. Some, like 
veſſels of ample capacity, will admit more copious ac- 
ceſſions of light and excellence, And yet, there will 
be no want, ns deficiency, in any; but a fulneſ5, both 
of divine ſatisfactions, and perſonal perfections. Each 
will enjoy a the good; and be adorned with all the 
glory; that his heart can wiſh, of his condition re- 
ceive.— None will know what it is to envy, Not 
the leaſt malevolence; nor the leaſt jeliſhneſs ; but 
everlaſting friendſhip prevails, and a mutual compla- 
cency in each other's delight. Love, cordial love will 
give every particular ſaint a participation of all the 
truitions ; that are diffuſed through the whole al- 
ſembly of the bleſſed.— None will ecclipſe, but rather 


® 1f. In. 20. 
+ x Cor, xv. 41. 42+. The great Mr Mete prefers the ſenſe here 
given, and the learned Dr Han mond admits it into his paraphraſe, 
Whoſe joint authority, though far from excluding any ar, yet is a 
ſufficient warrant for this applicaticn of the words, 
1 Tolle invigiam, & tuam eft quod baiee : Toile invidiam, et meum eft 
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reſeci light upon another. A ſweet interchange 
of rays ſubſiſts; all enlightened by the great Fountain, 
and all enlightening on: another. By which recipro— 
cal communication of plcafure and amity, cach will 
be continually receiving from; each inceſſantly adding 
to; the general felicity. 


Happy, ſupremely happy they, who obtain the moſt 


humble portion in the celeſtial manſions. Better to 
be a door keeper in thoſe © ivory palaces “,“ than to 
fill the moſt gorgeous throne on the earth. The very 
loweſt place at Gop's right hand, is diitinguithd ho- 
nour, and conſummate delight, -O] that we may an- 
ticipate ſomething of that bliſsful ſtate, while we re- 
main in our banithment below ! May we, by rejzicing 
in the ſuperior proſperity of another, make it gur 
own! And, provided the general reſult is harmony, 
be content, be pleaſed, with what/eever part is aligned 
to our thare, in the univerſal choir of affairs. 


WHiLE I am conſidering the heavenly bodies, I 
muſt not entirely forget thoſe fundamental laws of 
our modern aſtronomy, proettion and attraion. 
One of which is the all- combining cement, the other 
is the ever - operative ſpring of the mighty frame. — ln 
the beginning, the all- creating FIAT impreſſęed a pro- 

er degree of motion, on each of thoſe whirling orbs, 
hich, if not controuled, would have carricd them 
ON, in ſtrait lines, and to cndleſs lengths; till they were 
even loſt in the abyſs of ſpace. But, the grauitating 
property being added to the projettile force, determi- 
ned their courics to a circular | form; and obli:cl 


i the 

* Pſal. xv. 8. 

Jam aware, the planetary orvits are not ſtrifly circular, but 
rather elliptical, However, as they are but a ſmall remove trom the 
perf. Aly rotund iigure ;z and partake of it incomparably more than 
the trajectories ot ihe comets; I chouſe to repreſent the thing ia 
this view. Eſpecially, becauſe the notion of a circle is ſo much more 
intellgible, to the generality of readers, than that of an elliplis ; 
and becauſe 1 laid it down tor a rule, not to admit any ſuck 2tru e 
Jentimc: it, or barvargus expicihon, as ſhoul demand a painful attens 
tion, iuſtcad ot railing an ar de. Fog which reaſon, I hase 
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the reluctant rovers, to perform their deſtined rounds- 
Were either of thoſe cauſes to ſuſpend their action, 
all the harmoniouſly moving ſpheres would degenerate 
into tar pid maſſes : and, falling into the central fire, 
be burnt to a/bes + or elſe would exorbitate into wid 
6:nfuſion ; and each, * rapidity of its whirl, be 
diſſi pated into atoms. But the impulſive and attractive 
energy, being moſt nicely attempered to each other; 
and, under the immediate operation of the Almighty 
exerting themſelves in perpetual concert; the various 
globes run their radiant races, without the leaſt inter- 
ruption or deviation, So as to create the alternate 
changes of day and night; and diſtribute the uſeful 
vicifiitudes of ſucceeding ſeaſons. So as to anſwer all 
the great ends of a gracious providence z and procure 
every comfortable convenience, for univerſal nature. 

Does not this conſtitution of the material, very na- 
turally lead the thoughts to thoſe grand principles 
of the moral and devotional world, faith and love? 
Theſe are often celebrated by the inſpired apoſtle, as 
a comprehenſive ſummary ot the goſpel *. Theſe in- 
ſpirit ihe breaſt, and regulate the progreſs, of each 
private Chriſtian. "Theſe unite the while congregation 
of the faithful to Gup, and one another: to Gov, 
the great centre, in the bonds of gratitude and duty; 
to one another, by a reciprocal-intercourſe of brother- 
Iy affections, and friendly offices. It you aſk, Why 
is it impoſſible for the true believer to live at all ad- 
ventures ? to „ag nate in a liſtleis inactivity; or to in- 
dulge the extravagant excurſigns of lawlcis inclina- 
tions ? It is owing io“ his faith, working by 
« love +.” Heverilyrrvfts, that CHRIST has ſuſtain- 
ed the infamy, and endurcd the torment, due to his 
fins, He firmly relies on that divine propitiation, for 


avoiced technical lerms; have taken no notice of Jupiter's ſatellites, 

or Saturn's ring; have not ſo much a+ mentioned the names ot the 

planets, nor attempted to wade into any depths of the feicnce; leſt, 

to thoſe that have bad no opportunity of uſing the tele/rope, or of 

acqua nting then ſclves with a em of e/fronen.y, I fhouldi propound 

riddles, rather than diſplay entertuining and cdiſying truths, 
* Col i. 4 Phil m. verl. 5. + Gal v. 6. 
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the pardon of all his guilt ; and humbly expects ever- 

laſting ſalvation, as the purchaſc of his Saviour's me- 

rits. This produces ſuch a ſet of grateful ſentiments, 

and ſuch a ſpirit of unfeigned thanktulnels, as animate. 
his whole behaviour. He cannot, he cannot run to 

exceſs of riot; becauſe love to his adorable Redeemer, 
like a ſtrong, but filken curb, ſweetly reſtrains him. 

He cannot, he cannot lie /ulled in a lethargic indolence 
becauſe love to the ſame infinite Benefactor, like a 
pungent, but endearing ſpur, plealingly excites him. 
In a word; faith ſupplies the powerful impulſe, 
while love ęives the determining bias; and leads 
the willing feet, through the whole circle of Gop's 
commandments. By the united efficacy of theſe hea- 
venly graces, the Chriſtian conduct is preſerved, in 
the uniformity and beauty of holineſs; as by the 
blended power of thoſe Newtonian principles, the ſolar 
iy ſtem revolves in a {tcady and magnificent regularity. 


How admirable, how extenſive, how diverſified, 


is the force of this ſingle principle of attrattion * !l—: 


This penetrates the very eſlence of all bodies, and dif- 
fules itie.f to the remoteſt limits of the mundane ſy- 
ſtem, By this, the valt worlds of matter hang /e. 
balanced on their centres; and, though orbs of im- 
menſe magnitude, require nothing, but this amazing 
property, tor their tupport, To this we aſcribe a 
phenomenon, of a very different kind, the preſſure 
of the atmoſphere :. which, though a yielding and ex- 
panſive fluid; yet conſtipated by an attractive energy; 


ſurrounds the whole globe, and incloſes every crea- 


ture, as it were with a tight bandage. An cxpedient, 
this, abſolutely neccilary to preſerve the texture of 
our bodies ; and indeed, to maintain every ſpecies of 
animal cxiſtence, Urged by this wondertul impe- 
tus, the rivers circulate with a never-tailing current, 
along the veins of the earth; rolling, with torrents: 


rapture, down the iteeps, or ſoftly cbbing through 


IL mcan tbe. attraQtion both of gravitition and coheſion. 
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the plains, Impelled by the ſame myſterious force, 
the nutritious juices are detached from the ſoil ; and, 
aſcending the trees, find their way tkrough millions 


of the fineſt meanders, in order to trausfuſe vegeta- 


tive life into all the branches, This confines the 
ecean within proper bounds : though the waves there. 
of roar z though they toſs themſelves, with all the 
madneſs of indignant rage; yet, checked by this po- 
tent, his inevitable curb, they are unabie to paſs even 
the ſlight barrier of ſand, To this the mcuntains 
owe that unſhaken firmneſs, which laughs at the 
ſhock of carecring winds z and bids the tempeſt, wich, 
all its mingled horrors, impotently rave. By virtue 
of this inviſible mechaniſm ; without the aid of crane 
or pulley, cr any in ſtrument of human device; many 
thouſand tors of water are raiſed, every moment, into 
the regions of the firmament. By this, they continue 
ſuſfended in thin air, without any capecious ciſtern, 
to contain their ſubſtance; or any maſſy pillars, to 
ſuſtain their weight. By this ſame varioufly acting 
power, they drop down again in gentle falls of dew, or 
are frecipitated in copious ſhowers of rain; they /lide 


into the fields in fleccy flights of ſnow, or are darted 


upon the houſ:s in clatreripg ſtorms of hail, — This 


occaſions the ſtrong che/ron of ſolid bodies: without 


which, our large machines could exert themſelves 
with no vigour; and the niccr utenſils of life, would. 
clude our expectations of ſervice. This affords a 
foundation tor all thoſe delicate or noble mechanic arts ; 
which furniſh mankind with numaberleſs conveniencies, 
both of ornament and delight.—In thort; this is the 
prodigious ballaſt which compoſts the equilibrium, 
and conſtitutes the ſtability of tlings: this, the great 
chain, which forms the connections of univerſal nature 
and the mighty engine, which prompts, facilitates, 
and, in good meaſure, accom plifhes all her operations. 
O] what complicated effects, from a ſingle cauſc ® ! 


* Sec another remaikable inſtance of this kind, in the Refec- 
lions on a Flower Garden, page 12 6,—together with a fine obſervation, 
quoted in the correfponding note. 

What 
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What profuſion, amidſt frugalityz an unknown 
profuſion of benefits, with the utmoſt frugality of 
expence | 

And what is this attraction ? Is it a quality, in its 
exiſtence, inieparable from matter; and, in its acting, 
independent on the BEITY ? ——Quite the reverle, 
It is the very finger of Gop : the conſtant impreiſion 
of divine power: a principle, nether innate in matter, 


nor intelligible by mortals.— Does it not, however, 


bear a conſiderable analogy to the agency of the Hol 
Gaosr, in the Chriſtian ceconomy ? Are not the 
gracious operations of the blefled Spirit, thus en- 
tenfive, thus admirable, thus various *— That almigh- 
ty Being tranfmits his gifts, through every age; and 
communicates his graces, to every adherent on the 
Redeemer. All, either of illuſtrious memory, or of 
beneficial tendency in a word, “all the good that 
„js done upon carth, he doth it himſelf.” Strong 
in his aid, and in the power of hig might, the ſaints of 
all times, have trode vice under their fect; have 
triumphed over this abj:ct world; and converſed in 
heaven, while they dwelt on earth. Net I, but the grace 
sf G D which was with me“, is the unanimous ac- 
koowledgment of them all.—— By the fame kindly 
ſuccours, the whole church is ſtill enlightened, quick» 
enced, and governed. By his benign influences, the 
ſcales of ignsrance, fall from the underſtanding ; the 
leproſy of evil concufiſcence,. is purged from the 
will; and the fetters, the more than adamantine fetters, 
of habitual iniquity, drop off trom the converlation, 
He breathes even upon dry bones 4, and they live: they 
are animated with faith; they pant with ardent and 
heavenly deſire; they cxcrcite themſelves in ail the 
duties of godlineſs,—— His real, though ſecret, in- 
ipiration, digo/ves the flint in the impenitent breaſt ; 
and binds up the ſorrows, of the broken heart: raijes 
the thoughts %, in the clevaticas ot holy hope; yet 


® x Cor. xv. 10. 


f See that beautiful piece c? ſacred and allegorical imegery dife 
played, Ezck, IXVvii. ; 
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tays them hu, in the humiliations of inward abaſe- 
ment; feels the foul with impenetrable reſolution, 
and perſevering fortitude; and, at the ſame time, t- 
ens it into a dove-like meckneſs, and me/ts it in peni - 
tential ſorrow. 


WEN I contemplate thoſe ample and amazing 
Aructures, erected in endleſs magnificence, over all. 
the zthercal plains :;>— W hen 1 look upon them as 
fo many ſplendid repoſitories ot light, or fruitful abodes: 
of life: When I remember, that, in all probabi- 
Hty, there are orbs, vaſtly more remote, than thoſe. 
which appear to our unaided ſight ;. orbs, whote N. 
gence, though travelling ever fince the creation, i- 
not yet arrived upon our coaſts “: - When 1 ſtretch. 
my thoughts to the innumerable orders of beings, 
which inhabit all thoſe ſpacious ſyſtems; from the 
bftieft ſeraph, that ſurrounds the throne; to the 
puny nations, Which tinge with blue the ſurface of the 
plum ; or mantle the ſtanding pool with green ;— 


* Tf this conjecture (which has no leſs a perſon than the celebra- 
ted Mr Huygens tor its author) concerning u/een ſtars, be true, if, to 
this obſervation be added, what is afficined by our {kiitul aſtiono- 
mers; that the h of the rays of light is fo furpriſing/y /wift, as to 
paſs through ten millio is of miles in a ſingle minutc ow vaſt ! 
beyond imagination vaſt and uumcaſu able, are the /paces of the uni- 
verſe ! While the mind is diſtended with the grand tea; or, 
rather, while ſhe is diſpatchipg her ableſt powers ot piercing judg- 
ment, and excmſtve fancy; aud finds them all grep fbort ; all bathiid: 
by tbe amazing ſubyect : permit me to apply that beautitul exclamas» 
tion, and noble remark ———— 5 

- Say, proud arch, 
Built with divine ambition; in diidain 
Of Umit built; built in the taſte of Heav'n ; 
Vaſt concave! ample dome! walt thou deſi nd 
A mect apartment tor the DEITY ? 
Not ſo : that thought alone thy ſtate impairs : 
Thy lofty figks ; and ſhillows thy profound ; 1 
And ſtcaitcas thy diffuſt . —-- Night. Thoughts, No IX. 


+. Ev'n the Ilie down the purple plum ſurrounds, 
A living urid, thy taihin. fight contounds. 
To HIM a pevpicd habitation thews, | 
V here milhons talte the bounty GOD beſtuws, | 


See s very beautiful, jublume, and inſtructive Poem, ADE TT 
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©! how various are the links, in this immenſe chain! 
How vaſt the gradations, in this univerſal ſcale of ex- 
iſtence! Yet all theſe, however vaſt and various, 
are the work of Gop's hand, and are full of his pre- 
fence. 

fe rounded in his palm thoſe dreadfully large 
33 which are pendulous in the vault of heaven. 

Je kindled thoſe aſtoniſhingly bright fires, which fill 
the firmament with a flood of glory. By him they 
are ſuſpended in fluid æther, and cannot be ſbaken : 
by him they diſpenſe a perpetual tide of beams, and 
are ncver exhaufied. He formed, with inexpreſſible 
nicety, that exquiſitely fine collection of tubes; that 
unknown multipiicity of ſubtile ſprings ; which orga- 
Rize, and actuate, the frame of the minuteſt infect. 
He bids the crimſon current roll; the vital movements 
play; and aſſociates a werid of wonders, even in an 
animated point *. In all theſe, is a rich exhibt- 
tion of creating power ; to all theie, are extended, 
the ſpecial regards of preferving goodneſs, From hence 
let me learn to rely oa the providence, and to be ever 
ſenſible of the pretence, of the {ſupreme Majeſty. 

To rely on his providence.—For, not one being, 
amidſt that inconceivable number and variety, which 
ſwarm through the regions of creation, is overlooked, 
or neglected, by the great omnipotent cauſe of all, 


There are living creatures, abundantly ſmaller than the mite, 
Mr Bradley, in his treatiſe on gardeniag, mentions an inject ; which, 
after accurate examination, he found to be a thouſand umes le/5 than 
the /co/? viſible grain of ſaud. At the ſame time declaring, that ſuch 
an eninaule, though quite imperceptible to the naked eye, is a 
bulky being, con.parcd with others, almoſt infinitely more minute, 
ditcovered by Mr Lewenbcec. If then we conſider the /cveral 
linbs, which compoſe (if 1 may be allowed the expreſſion) ſuch an 
organized particle: ihe different {prings, which actuate ſuch a ſet of 
hmbs ; the flow of j|irits, incxpralibly moze attenuated, which put 


thoſe ſpring» in motion: the various fluid; that circulate : the different 
ſecretions that are periorimed ; together with the proportionable mi- 
nutencſs of the /u/zls, Lofore they arrive at their full growth : not to 
mention other 1916 e/101 ing modes of diminution : ſure, we ſhall 
ſee the vtmoſt reaſen to acknowledge, that the adored Maker is. 
lin in minin: ip; greatly g lor uus even in his ſmall} works. 


However 
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However inconfiderable in its character, or diminu- 
tive in its ſize, it is {till the production of the univer- 
ſal Maker, and belongs to the family of the almighty 
Father,—What ! though enthroned archangels enjoy 
the /miles of his countenance ; yet, the low inhabitants 
of earth, the moſt deſpicable worms that creep the 
ground, are not excluded from his kind providential 
cares, Though the manifeſtation of his perfections, 
is vouchſafed to holy and intellectual eſſences; his 
ear is open, to the cries of the young raven; his eye 
attentive, to the wants, and to the welfare, of the ve- 
ry meaneſt births of nature, ——How much leſs then, 
are his own people diſregarded? Thie, tor whom he 
has delivered his beloved Son to death, and for whom 
he has prepared habitations of eternal joy. They diſ- 
regarded! No: THEY are“ kept as the apple of an 
« eye;“ the very hairs of their head are all number. 
ed; and the fondeſt mother may feryet the infanc, 
that is“ dandled upon her knees, and ſucks at her 
breaſt *; much ſooner than the Father of everlaſting 

compaſſions 


* If. xlix. 198. C4 woman forget ber ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould 
net ha ve compuſſizn on the ſon of her womb ? Yea, they may forget ;; yet 
will I uot forget thee Row delicate and very expieſſive are the images, 
in this charming ſcripture ! How full of b.auty, if beheld in a criti 
tal, how rich with con/olation, if conſidered in a believing view! —— 
Can « wimn; one of the ſofter tex, whote noture is m ſt impreſſible, 
and wh.ſc p. iſions are remark=bly tender——Can ſuch a one, not 
barely diſregard, but entirely forget 3 not ſuſpend her care for a 
while, but utterly eraſe the very memory ot—ber child; her own 
chi.d, not anoth«r's; a child that wies formed in her wmb, and is 
a part of herſclt ?!—her ſen; the more in portant, and therefore more 
de ſirable ſpecies; to wiiom it peculiarly bell nas, to preterve the 
name, and build up the family—her en ſon ; for the word is ſin- 
gular, and refers to «a caſe, where, the offspring not being nume- 
rous, but centered iD a ſingle birth, muſt be productive ot the fond» 
eſt endearmen Can ſhe diveſt hericl' of all concern for ſuch a 
child; not wucn he is grown up to maturity, or gone abroad trum 
her hovie; but, while he continues in an iptantile fate, and muſt 
owe his whole lafcty to her kid aitredane; while he hes in her 


boſom, reſts on her am, and even /ucks at her bre- ft ;—eipecially, 


it the pour innoceut be racked with pain, or ſcized by ſome ſevere 
aſſiiction; and ſo become an object of comp: ſion, as weil as of love. 


Can e hear its picicing crics; cap ſhe ſec it all reftleds, all * 
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compaſſions can diſcontinue, or remit, his watchful 
tenderneſs to thoſe, whom he condeſcends to call, not 
ſervants only, but children. 

Let this teach me alfo a more lively nm of the di- 
vine preſencc. All the rolling worlds above; all the 
living atoms below; together with all the beings that 
intervene, betwixt theſe wide extremes; are vouchers 
for an ever-preſent Deity. “ Gop has not left him- 
6 felf himſelf without witneſs.” There are the marks 
of his footſteps in every place, and the touches of his 
finger in every creature.“ Thy name is fo nigh, O 
& thou all-ſupporting, all-informing Lok D; and that 
& do thy wondrous works declare. Thy goodneſs warms 
« in the morning- ſun, and refreſhes in the evening- 
« breeze. Thy glory /hines in the lamps of midnight, 
« and /miles in the bloſſoms of ſpring. We ſee a trace 
© of thy incomprehenſible grandeur, in the boundleſs 
« extent of things; and a ſketch of thy exquiſite ſkill, 
« in thoſe almoff evaneſcent ſparks of life, the inſect. 
cc race. — O] how ſtupid is this heart of mine, that, 
amidſt ſuch a multitude of remembrancers, thronging 
on every ſide, 1 ſhould forget thee a ſingle moment! 
Grant me, thou great I AM; thou Source, and 
Support, of univertal exiſtence ;—=—O! grant me an 
enlightened eye, to diſcern thee in every object; and 
a devout heart, to adore thee on every occaſion. In- 
ſtead of living without Gp in the world; may I be 
cver with him, and fee all things full of him“! 


If 


leſs under its miſery ; and feel no emotions of paternal pity ?—— 


Or, it one ſich monſter of inhumanity might be found; yet can all 


mothers be ſo degenerate? This ſure, need never be feared. Much 
leſs need the true belirver, be apprehenſive of the failure of ny kind- 
neſs. An univerſal extinction, ot theſe ſtrongeſt aſfections of nature, 
is a more ſuppoſeable cafe; than that I ſhould ever be unmindtul of 
my people, or regardleſs ot their intereſts, 


- The glitt'ring ſtars, 
Buy the deep ear of meditation heard, 
Still in their midnight watches fing of HI NM. 

He nodes a calm. The fempeſt blows his wrath, 
The thunder is his voice ; and the red flaſh 

His ſpecdy ſword of juſtice, At his touch 


* 


* 
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If the beautifal ſpangles, which a clear night pours 
on the beholder's eye ; it thoſe other fires, which beam 
in remoter ſkies; and are diſcoverable only by that 
revelation to the ſight, the teleſcope : if all thoſe 
bright millions, are ſo many fountains of day; enrich- 
ed with native and independent luſtre; illuminatin 
planets, and enlivening 1y{tcms, of their own#®*; O 
what amazing pomp is dilcloled, in the midnight. 
ſcenc! What wnknown riches are dilleminated 
through all theſe numberleſs provinces of the great 
Jenovan's empire! Yet, immenſe and endlefs as 
they are, there is not the meaneſt ſla ve, but carries in- 
comparably greater wealth in his own boſom. The 
foul, that intormis his clay ;—the ſoul, that reaches 
him to think, and enables him to chuſe; that quali» 
fies him to reliſh rational pleaſure, and to breathe 
ſublime deſire ; the foul, that is poſſeſſed of ſuch 
noble faculties; and, above all, is endued with the 
dreadful, the gloricus capacity, of being pained, or 
blefled for ever—this ſoul ſurpaſſes in worth, whate- 
ver the eye can ſee; whatever, of material, the fan 
can imagine, Before one ſuch intellectual being, all 
the moſt aſtoniſhing magnifecence of uniatelligent crea» 
tion, becomes poor and contemptible 4. For this, 

Omnipotence 


- 
The mountains flame. He ſhakes the ſolid earth, 
And rocks the nations. Not in theſe alone, | 
In cv'ty common in/tance GoD is ſcen Tbomſon's Spring. 


®* Conſvlt with reaſon, Reaſon will reply, 
Each lucid point, which glows in yonder ſky, 
Juforms a hem in the boundlels ſpace, 
And fills, with glory, its appointed place: 
With beams unborrow'd, brightens other ſkies; 
And wirids, to thee unknown, with heat aud life ſupplies. 
The Univesſe. 


| In this reſpect, as veſted with ſuch capacities, the ſoul even of 
follen man, has an unqveſtionable greatneſs and dignity; is majeſt ic, 
though in ruin. | | 
+ | beg leave to tranſcribe a pertinent paſſage, from that celcbra- 
ted maſter of reaſon, and univerſal literature, Dr Bentley; whom no 


one can be tempted to ſuſpect, either ti+ tured with enthuſiaſm, or 
«warped to bigotiy.—* If we conßder, fays he, © the cignity of an 
« zntcjligent 
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Omnoipotence itſelf has waked, and worked, through 
every age. To convince this foul, the fundamental 
laws of nature have been controuled; and the moſt 
amazing miracles, have alarmed ail the ends of the 
earth, To inftruF this ſoul, the witlom of Heaven 
has been transfuſed into the ſacred page; and miſſion» 
aries have been ſent from the great King, who reſides 
in light anapproachable. To andy this ſoul, the 
almighty Comforter takes the wings of a dove; and, 
with a ſweet transforming influence, broods on the 
human heart. And O] to redeem this foul from 
guilt; to reſcue it from hell; the heaven of heavens 
was bowed, and Gop himſclt came down to dwell in 
ann.. 

Let me pauſe, a moment, upon this important ſub- 
ject.— What are the ſchemes, which engage the 
attention of eminent ſtateſmen, and mighty monarchs, 
compared with the grand zntere/ts of an immortal 
foul ? The ſupport of commerce, and the ſucceſs of 
armies, though extremely weighty affairs; yet, if laid 
in the balance againſt the ſalvation of a ſoul, are 
lighter than the downy feather, poiſed againſt talents 
of gold. Fo fave a navy from ſhipwreck, or a ꝶing- 
dom from ſlavery, are deliverances of the mnit mo- 
mentous nature, that the tranſactions of mortality can 
admit. But O! how they ſhrink into an inconuder- 
able trifle, if (their aſpect upon immortality forgot) 
they are ſet in competition with the delivery of a 
Jingle ſoul, from the anguith and horrors of a diſtreſſ- 
ed eternity * ! 

vince, ſuch is the ſoul's importance; what vigi- 


4 intelligent being, and put that in the ſcale againſt brute and in- 
„% animate matter, we may athrm, without ove:valuing human na» 
© ture, that the ſoul of one virtuons and religious man, is of 
greater worth and excellency, than the ſun, aud his planets, aud 
vc all the ſtars in the world.“ | 

See his ſermons at Boye Let. No & 


Not all yon luminaries quench'd at once 
Were halt ſo tad, as one benighted mind, 
Which giopes tor happineſs, and mcets deſpair. 
: Nig bi- Ihe gl, No IX. 
Vol. II. H h lance 
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lance can be tes much; or rather what holy /olicitzde 
can be /uZi:ient ; for the overſeers of the Saviour's 
flock, and the guardians of this unutterably noble 
charge ?—Since ſuch is the importance of the ſoul; 
wilt thou not, O man, be waichful for the preſerva- 
ticn of thy own ? Shall every ca/ual incident awaken 
thy concern; every tranſitory toy, command thy re- 
gard? And ſhall the welfare of thy ſoul, a work of 
continual occurrence; a work of endleſs conſequence, 
ſue, in vain, for thy ſerious care? — Thy ſoul, thy 
foul, is thy all. If this be ſecured, thou art greatly 
rich, and wilt be unſpeakably happy. If this be loft, 
A whole world acquired, will leave thee in poverty; 
and all its delights enjoyed, will abandon thee to 
miſery. 


I HAvE often been charmed, and awed, at the fight 
of the nocturnal heavens; even before I knew how to 
conſider them, in their proper circumſtances of majeſty 
and beauty. Something, like magic, has {truck my mind, 
on a tranſient and unthinking ſurvey of the zthereal 
vault; when tinged throughout with the pureſt azure, 
and decorated with innumerable ſtarry lamps. I 
Have felt, I know not what powerful and apgrandizing 
impulſe; that ſnatched me from the /;w intanglements 
of vanity, and prompted an ardent ſigh for /ublimer 
olgetls. Methought, I heard, even from the filent 
ſpheres, 2 commanding call, to ſpurn the abject earth, 
and pant after unſeen delights.— Hencetorward, I 
hope to imbibe more copiouſly, this moral emanation 
of the ſkies; when, in ſome ſuch manner as the pre- 
ceding, they are rationally feen, and duly weighed. 
The ſtars, I truſt, will teach, as well as ſhine ; and 
help to diſpel, both nature's gloom, and my intellec- 
tual darkneſs. To ſome, they diſcharge no higher a 
ſervice, than that of holding a flambeau 0 their fect, 
ard ſoftening the horrors of their night, To me, may 
they be miniſters of a {ſuperior order and act as 
ecunſel.ors of wiſdim, and guides to happineſs. Nor 
will th-y fail 40 execute this noble office, if they 

geutly 
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gently and gradually light my way, intd the know- 


ledge of their adored Maker; and point out, with 
their filver-rays, my path to his beatific preſence. 


I Gaze, I ponder. I ponder, I gaze; and think 
ineffable things. 1 roll an eye of awe and admiration. 
Again and again I repeat my raviſhed views; and 
can never ſatiate my ſizht, in this immenſe theatre, I 
ſpring my thoughts in ſpeculation, till even fancy 
tires upon her wing. 1 find wonders, ever new; 
wonders, more and more amazing. Yet, after all. 
my preſent inquiries, what a mere nothing do I know z. 
by all my future ſzarches, how little ſhall I be able to- 
learn; of thole vaſtly diſtant ſuns, and their circling 
retinue of worlds! Could 1 pry with Newton's pier- 
cing ſagacity, or launch into his moſt extenſive ſur- 
veys: yet, even then, my aporchenſions would be 
little better, than thoſe dim and fcanty images, which 
the mole, juſt emerged from her cavern, receives on 
her teeble optic. This, ſure, ſhould repreſs all im- 
moderate thirſt, after an inſight into the /ecrets of the 
ſtarry ſtructures; and make me more careful to culti- 
vate my heart. To fathom the depths of the Divine 
Eſſence; or to ſcan univerſal nature, with a critical 
exactneſs; is an attempt, that ſets the acuteſt philoſo- 
pher, very nearly on a level with the ideot. Since it 
is almoſt, if not altogether, as impracticable by the 
one, as by the other, 

Be it then my chief ſtudy, not to purſue, what is ab- 
ſolutely unattainable ; but rather to ſcek, what is ob- 
vious to find, eaſy to be acquired, and of ineſtimable 
advantage, when poſſeſſed. O! let me ſzek that cha- 
rity, which edifieth *; %a faith, which purificth, 

Love, 


* 1 Cor. viii. 1. I need not inform my reader, that in this text ; 
in that admirable chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. and in varivus other pallages 
of 1cipture; the word charity, is by no means to be confine, to 
the particular act of alms-giving, or external beneficence. It is of a 
much more exalted and exteniive nature. It fign.fics that noble and 
divine grace, which warms the ſoul with a jupreme love to GOA; 


ang enlarges it with a diſintereſted afeftion tox men. Which renders it 
H h 2 the 


„ 
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Love, humble love, and not cangeited ſcience, keeps 
the door of heaven. Faith, a child-like faith in IR- 
SUS; and not the harphty ſelf-ſufficient ſpirit, which 
ſcorns to be ignorant of any thing; prelents a key“ 
to thoſe abodes of bliſs. 
ſcene deſtined to the exerci/e of devotion ; the inviſible 
world, is the place appointed for the enjoyment of 
Anculedge +. There, the dawn of our infantile minds, 
will be advanced to the maturity of perfect day; or 
rather, there our midnight-ſhades, will be brightened 
Into all the luſtre cf noon. There, the ſouls that 
come from the cho of faith, and bring with them 
the principles of love, will dwell in light itſelf; will 
be obſcured with no darkneſs at all; will know, even 
as they are known.——-Such an acquaintance, there- 
fore, do I deſire to form, and to carry on ſuch a cor- 
reſpondence, with the heavenly bodies; as may ſhed a 
benign influence on the ſceds of grace, implanted in 
my breaſti. Let the exalted tracks of the firmament, 
fink my ſoul into deep humiliation. Let thoſe eternal 
fires, kindle in my heart an adoring gratitude, to their 
Almighty Sovercign. Let yonder ponderous and 
enormous globes, which reſt on his ſupporting arm; 
teach me an wnſbaken affance, in their incarnate Ma- 
ker. And I ſhall be —if not wiſe as the aſtronomical 
adept, yet WISE UNTO SALVATION, 


HavixG now walked, and worſhipped, in this uni- 
verſal temple, that is arched with ſkies; emblazed with 
ſtars; and extended even to immenſity. Having 


# 


the reigning care of the life, and chief delight of the heart, to rro- 
mote the g. of the CNE, and the happineſs of the other. 
this, is that charity, of which ſo many excellext things are cveiy- 
vhere ſpoken : which can never be too highly extolled, or too 


eaincſt!y coveted, ſince it is the image of GO, and the very /pirit- 


of heaven. 


* By Milton beautifully ited, 
The golden key, 
1 hat opes the palace of cternity. 


Milt. Comans 


F A Cor. Ali. 13. 


'This preſent ſtate, is the 


1 bis, | 


caſt 
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eaſt an eye, like the enraptured patriarch “; an eye of 
reaſon and devetion, through the magnificent ſcene : 
with the one, having dilcovered an znfinitude of 
worlds; and with the other, met the Deity in every 
view. Having beheld, as Mſes in the flaming buſh, 
a glimpſe of JEHovan's excellencies ! reflefied from 
| the planets, and ffreaming from myriads of celeſtial 
luminaries Having read varzus leſſens, in that 
ſtupendous book of wiſdom F, where unmeaſurable 
| ſheers of azure compoſe the page : and orbs of radiance 

write, in everlaſting. characters, a comment. on our 
. Creed. W hat remains, but that I cloſe the mid- 
| night-ſol?mnity, as our LokD concluded his grand 
facramental inſtitution, with a ſong of praiſe ?—— 
And behold a hymn, ſuited to the ſublime occaſion; 
indited by + inſpiration itſelf ; transferred into our 
language, by one of the higheſt and happieſt efforts 
of human ingenuity, 


The ſpacious firmament en high, 

With all the blue ethereal ſky, 

And ſpangled heav'ns, a ſhining frame, 
Their great Original proclaim : | 

: h unwearied ſun, from day to day, 
Does his Creator's power diſplay; 

And publiſhes to ev'ry land, 

The work of an almighty hand. 


Scon as the evening-ſhades prevail, 
The moon takes up the wondrous tale; 
And nightly, to the liſPning earth, 
Repeats the ſtory of her birth: 


b Gen. XV. 5 


| For heaven 
Is as the book of Go before thee ſet, 
Wherein to read his wondrous works. Mili 
J Pſal. xix. a 
, Additon, Spect. Vol. VI. NO 465. 
Hh 3. While 
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While all the flars, that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And ſpread the truth from pole to pole, 


What though, in ſolemn ſilence, all 
Move round the dark terreftrial ball ? 
What though nor real voice nor ſound 
Amid their radiant orbs be found ? 

In reaſen's ear they all r:joice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice, 

For ever ſinging, as they ſhine, 

The hand that made us, is divine. 
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Storms and Tempeſis may calm the Soul Snow and 
Ice be taught to warm the Heart, and praiſe the 
Creator. 


Anonym. Lett. to the Author. See p. 196. 
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A 
WINTER-P1ECE, 


T is true, in the delightful ſeaſons, His tenders 

neſs, and nis love, are moſt eminently diſplayed, 
In the vernal months, all is beauty to the 
eye, and mutfic to the car. The clouds drop fatneis 
the air foftens into balm; and flowers, in rich abun- 
dance, ſpring where-cver we tread, bloom where-ever 
we look. Amidit the burning heats of Summer, 
HE expands the leaves, and thickens the ſhades : he 
| fpreads the cooling arbour, to receive us; and awakes 
the gentle breeze, to fan us: the moſs ſwells into a 
couch, for the repoſe of our bodi:s; while the rivulet 
ſoftly rolls, and ſweetly murmurs, to ſoothe our ima» 
gination,—In Autumn, mis bounty covers the fields, 
with a profuſion of yellow treaſure; and bends the 
boughs, with loads of delicious fruit. He turniſhes 
his hoſpitable table with preſent plenty, and prepares 
a copious magazine for future wants, But is it 
only in theſe ſmiling periods of the year, that Gop, 
the all-gracious Gop, is ſeen? Has Winter no tokens 
of his preſence ? Is not Winter eloquent of his praiſe? 
Yes: © His way is in the whirlwind.” Storms and 
tempeſts fulfil his word, and extol his power, Even 
piercing froſts bear witneſs to his goodneſs; while 
thay bid the ſhivering nations tremble at his wrath.— 
Be Winter then, for a while, our theme “. Perhaps, 
thoſe 


* Aſketch of this nature, I muſt acknowledge, is quite different 
ftom the ſubject of tte book; and, I canner but declare, * 


I 
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thoſe barren ſcenes, may be fruitful of intellectual im- 
provement. Perhaps, that chilling cold, which binds 
the earth in its icy chains; may ſerve to enlarge our 
hearts, and warm them with holy love. 


SEE! how the day is fbortencd ! — The ſun, de- 
tained in fairer climes, or engaged in more agreeable 
ſervices, riſes, like an unwilling viſitant, with tardy 
and reluctant ſteps. He walks, with a ſhy indifference, 
along the edges of the ſouthern ſky; caſting an ob- 
lique glance, he juſt looks upon our dejected world; 
and ſcarccly ſcatters light through the thick air. Dim 
is his appearance, languid are his gleams, while he 
continues, Or, if he chance to wear a brighter aſpect, 
and a cloudleſs brow; yet, like the young and gay in 
the houſe of mourning, he ſeems uneaſy till he is 
gone; is in haſte to depart, And let bim depart. 
Why ſhould we wiſh tor his longer ſtay; fir.ce he can 
ſhew us nothing but ſpectacles of woe? The flowery 


world lics dead, and the tuneful tribes are ſtruck 


dumb. The trees, ſtript of their verdure, and laſhed 
by ſtorms, ſpread their naked arms to the enraged 
and relentleſs heavens, Fragrance no longer floats in 
the air; but chilling damps hover, or cutting galcs 
blow. Nature, diveſted of all her beautiful robes, 
fats, like a forlorn, diſconſolate widow, in her weeds. 
W hile winds, in doleful accents, howl; and raias, in 
repeated ſhowers, weep. 

We regret not, therefore, the ſpeedy departure of 
the day. When the room is hung with. /uneral black, 
and diſmal objects are all around; who would wiſh to 
have the glimnering tapers kept alivez which can 


only ditcover ſcenes of torrow ; only make the horror 


far diſtant from the thoughts of the author But, the deſite of 
ſeverl acquaintance, together with an intimation ot its uſefulneſs, 
by a very polite letter from an unkugwn hand, (which has undeſignedly 
furniſhed me with the belt motto 1 could recoiicat), prevailed 


with me to add a few deſcriptive touches, and improving hints, 
on what is fo tien experienced in theſe northern regions. 1 hope, 


the attempt | have made to oblige theſe gentiemen, will obtain the 
of pro, vi at icglt the excuſe, of my other readers 


viſible ? 
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viſible? — And, ſince this mortal life is little better 
than a continual conflict with fin, or an unremitted 
ſtruggle with miſery; is it not a gracious ordination, 
which has reduced our age to a pu? Fourſcore 
years of trial, for the virtuous, are ſufficiently long; 
and more than ſuch a term, allowed to the wicked, 
would render them beyond all meaſure vile. Our 
way to the kingdom of heaven, lies through tribula- 
tions: ſhall we then accy/e, ſhall we not rather 5%, 
the providence, which has made the paſſige ſhort ? 
Soon, ſoon we croſs the vale of tears; and then ar- 
rive on the happy hills, where light for ever ſhines, 
where joy for ever ſmiles, 

Sometimes, the day is rendered ſhorter ſtill; is almoſt 
blotted out from the year“. The vapours gather: 
they thicken into an impenetrable gloom, and obſcure 
the face of the iky. At length, the rains deſcend ; 
the ſluices of the firmament are opened; and the low- 
hung clouds pour their congregated ſtores. Copious 
and unintermitted, ſtill they pour; and ſtill are unex- 
hauſted. The waters drop inceflantly trom the eaves, 
and ruſh in rapid ſtreams from the ſpouts. They 
roar along the channelled pavements, and ſtand in foul 


ſhallows amidſt the village ſtreets. Now, if the in- 


attentive eye, or negligent hand, has left the roof but 
ſcantily covered; the inſinuating element finds its 
way into every flaw, and oozing through the cieling, 
at once upbraids and chaſtiſes the careleſs inhabitant. 
The ploughman, foaked to the ſkin, leaves his half- 


tilled acre. The poor poultry, dripping with wet, 


croud into ſhelter. Tha tenants of the bough fold 
up their wings, afraid to launch into the ſtreaming 
air. The beaſts, joyleſs and diipirited, ruminate 
under their ſheds, The roads ſwim, and the brooks 
ſwell.—The river, amidſt all this watery ferment, 
long contained itfelf within its appointed bounds, 
But, ſwollen by innumerable currents: and rouſed, at 
laſt, into uncontroulable rage; burſts over its banks; 


* Involvere diem nimbi, & nox bumida cœlum 
Abſtulit wn — : 
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Pn — 
— — 
* 


— — 


what dungeons confined ? 


174 A WINTER-PIECE. 


ſhoots into the plain; bears down all oppoſition z 


ipreads itſelf far and wide; and buries the meadow 
under a brown, fluggiſh, foaking deluge. 


How fortunate for man, that this inundation 
comes, when there are no flowery crops in the valley 
to be overwhelmed; no fields ſtanding thick with corn, 
to be laid waſte! At /uch a juncture, it would have 


been ruin to the huſbandman and his family: bur, 
thus timed, it yields manure for his ground, and pro- 


miſes him riches in reverſion. How often, ard how 
long, has the divine Majeſty bore with the moſt inju- 
rious affronts from ſinners! His goodneſs triumphed 
over their perverſeneſs, and graciouſly refuſed to be 
exaſperated. But Oh! preſumptuous creatures, multiply 
no longer your provocations. Urge not, by repeared 
iniquities, the almighty arm to ſtrike ; left his long- 
ſuftering ceaſc, and his fierce anger break forth; break 
forth, like a lod of waters“, and ſweep you away, 
into irrecoverable and everlaſting perdition. 

How mighty! how majeſtic! and O, how myſterious 
are thy works, thou Gop of heaven, and Loxp of 
nature! When the air is calm, where fle:p the /{zrmy 
winds ? in what chambers are they repoled, or ia 
Till thou art pleaſed 
to awaken their rage, and throw open their pꝛiſon- 
doors: then, with irrcfiitible imperuovty they fly 
Forth, ſcattering dread, and menacing deſtruction. 

The whole atmoiphere is hurled into the moſt tus 
multuous contuſion. The aerial torrent burſts its way 
over mountains, ſeas, and continents, All things 
feel the dreadful ſhock All things tremble before 
the furious blaſt. Ihe /oreft, vexed and tore, groans 
under the ſcourge : her ſturdy fons are ſtrained to 
the very root, and almoſt kiis the foil they were wont 
to ſhade. The ſtubborn oak, that diſdaius ro bend, 
is daſhed headlong to the ground; and, with ſhatter- 


ed arms, with proſtrate trunk, blocks the road, — 
While the flexile reed, that iprings up in the marſh, 
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yielding to the guſt, (as the meek and pliant temper, 
to injuries; or the reſigned and patient ſpirit to miſ- 
fortunes) ; eludes the force of the ſtorm, and ſurvives 
amidſt the wide ſpread havock, 

For a moment, the turbulent and outrageous ſky, 
feems to be aſſwaged; but, it intermits its wrath, only 
to increaſe its ſtrength. Soon, the ſounding ſqua- 
drons of the air return to the attack, and renew their 
ravages with redoubled fury. The ſtately dome 
rocks, amidſt the wheeling clouds. The impregna- 
ble tower totters on its baſis, and threatens to over- 
whelm, whom it was intended to protect, The rag- 
ged rock is rent in pieces“; and even the hills, the 
perpetual hills, on their deep foundations, are ſcarcel 
fecure.—Where, now, is the place of ſafety ? When 
the city reels, and houſes become heaps ! Sleep aftright. 
ed flies. Diverſion is turned into horror. All is uproar 
in the element; all is conſternation among mortals; 
and nothing but one wide ſcene of rueful devaſtation, 
through the land. Vet this is only an inferior miniſter 

of divine diſpleaſure. The execuiioner of milder in- 
dignation. How then—O ! how will the lofty looks of 
man be humbled, and the haughtineſs of men be bowed 
down + when the Lokd Gop Omnipotent ſhall me- 
ditate terror — when he ſhall ſet a// his terrors in 
array when he ariles, to judge the nations, and to 


alte terribly the earth | 


* x Kings xix. It, 


_y 


Mortalia corda 
Per gentes bumilis ſiravit pa vor. 


One would almoſt imagine, that Virgil had read Iſiab, and borrows 
ed his ideas from chap 11. verl, 11. The humilis, and flravit, of 
the one, ſo exactly correſpond with the—humbled—bowed down—of 
the other, But, in one circumſtance, the poet is vaſtly inferior to 
the prophet. ihe latter, by giving a very ſtriking centraſt to his 
ſentiments, repteſents them with incompaiab!y greater energy. He 
ſays not, men in the groſs, or the h«man heart in general : but mea 
ot the moſt elated looks; hearts big with the moſt arrogant imagina- 
tions; even Faughtineſs itielf; ſhall /tyop from their ſupercilipus 

heights, ſha'l yr-vel in the loweſt duſt of abaſement, and ſbudder with 

all the extiemes ot an avject puullanimity. 
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The ocean ſwells with tremendous commotions. 
The ponderous waves are heaved from their capacious 
bed, and almoſt lay bare the unfathomable deep. 
Flung into the moſt rapid agitation, they ſweep over 
the rocks; they laſh the lofty cliffs; and tols them» 
ſelves into the clouds, Navies are rent from their 
anchors; and, with all their enormous load, are 
whirled, ſwift as the arrow, wild as the winds, along 
the vaſt abyſs. Now, they climb the rolling moun- 
tain, they plough the frighttul ridge, and ſeem 
to ſkim the ſkies: anon, they plunge into the opening 
guiph, they loſe the ſight of day, and are loſt them- 
ſelves to every eye. Ho vain is the pilot's art! How 
impotent the mariner's ſtrength | They reel to and 
fro, and ſtagger in the jarring hold; or cling to the 
cordage, while burſting ſeas foam over the deck. 
Deſpair is in every face, and death fits threatening on 
every ſurge, —-But why, O ye aſtoniſhed mariners, 
why ſhould you abandon yourſelves to deſpair ? Is the 
Lok p's hand /bortened, becauſe the waves of the ſea 
rage horribly ? Is his car deaſened, by the roaring 
thunders, and the bellowing tempeſt ? Cry, cry, unto 
HIM, who“ holdeth the winds in his fiſt, and the 
«© waters in the hollow of his hand.” He is all-gra- 
cious, to hear; and almighty, to ſave, If RE com- 
mand, the ſtorm ſhall be huthed to ſilence; the bil. 
lows ſhall ſubſide into a calm; the lightnings ſhall lay 
their fiery bolts aſide: and, inſtead of ſiuking in a 
watery grave, you ſhall find yourſelves brought to the 
deſired haven, 

Sometimes, after a joyleſs day, a more melancholy 
night ſucceeds. Toe lazy, louring vapours had 
wove ſo thick a veil, as the meridian tun could ſcarce- 
ly penetrate. What gloom then mult overwhelm the 
nccturnal hours! The moon withdraws her ſhining, 
Not a lingle ſtar, is able to ſtruggle through the deep 
arrangement of ſhades, All is pitchy darineſs, with» 
out one enlivening ray. How folewn ! How awful! 
It is like the return ot chaos, or the ſhroud of nature, 


L Co Lot nder that it is ihe parent of terrors, and 
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ſo apt to engender fear. Lately, the tempeſt marked 
irs rapid way with m/chief ; now the night, dreſſes her 
Gient pavilion with horror. 

I have ſometimes I: ft the beaming tapers, withdrawn 
from the ruddy fire, and plunged into the thickeſt of 
theſe ſooty ſhades: not in the leaſt regretting the 


change, but rather exulting in it as a welcome deli- 


verance, The very gloom was plcaiing, was exhila- 
rating, compared with the converiation | quitted. 
The ſpeech of my companions (how does it grieve me, 
that I thould, even once, have occz{199 to cali them by 
that name l) was the language of darkneſs; was hor- 
ror to the ſoul, and torture to tae car *. Alas! 
that I ſhould hive room to make the reflection! May 
I never be under a recef/ity ot repeating it! Their 


tongues were dipt in the venom of aſps: * their 


„ throat was an open ſepulchre;“ crucl to their 
ncighbour's character, as the grave; aud inſatiable in 


Aandercus aſſaftfinations, as the grave in devouring her 


prey.—Sometimes, their licentious and ungovernable 
ditcourie, thot arrows of profarencſs againſt Heaven 
icſeit; and, in proud deflance, ciallenged the reſents 
ment of Oamnipyulence, Sotmctimes, as ir it was the 
glory of human nature to lhare aud cherith the grit 
appetiies of the brute; and the merk of a gentle- 
man, to have ferved an apprenticeihipin à brothel ;. 
the filthieſt jeſts of the ttews, (it low cb/cen/ty can be 
a j-:1t), were nauſeouſly obtruded ou the comp Ay, till 
all the et part of it wis cxpellzd:; while the Ces 


a7”) 


* What has heen ſaid, If my ſoul, whit dong? 
Hlow 1ow'd our Taizth ? or wh-nce tie four: C urgun 2 
Terhaps, he jeſt, hat charn'd the tprigiuty croud, 
And made the jovial tab'e Jaugh fo low, 

To ſome ele neten ow'd its poor Pretence, 

Jo an ambiguous word“ perverted ſente; 

To a wild ſonnet, ur a Wantoa air, 

©ffeace and toitwme to the ſober ear, 

Perhaps, alas! the pleaſing ſicam was brought 

From t' is min's error, from ancther's fault; 

From topics, which good nature would lorget, 8 

And prus tnc n.cuden wich the laſt regret, Frior's Solamos. 
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beſotted creatures laughed aloud, though the leproſy 


of uncleanneſs appeared on their lips. Are not 
theſe perſons priſeners of darkns ; though blazing 
fconces, pour artificial day through their rooms? 
Are not their ſouls immured in the moſt baleful 
ſhades; though the noon-tide ſun is brightened, by 
flaming on their gilded chariots ? They diſcern not that 


great and adorable Being who fills the univerſe with his 


infinite and glorious preſence ; who is all eye, to ob- 
jerve their actions; all ear, to hear their words. 
They know not the all-ſuflicient Redeemer, nor the 
unſpeakable bleſſedneſs of his heavenly kingdom. 
They are groping for the prize of happineſs ; but will 
certainly graſp tte thorn of anxiety. They are wan- 
tonly ſporting on the brick of that precipice; from 
whence, in a moment, they may fall headlong into ir- 
retricveable ruin, and endleſs deſpair, | 


They have forced me cut, and are, perhaps, de- 


riding me in my abſence: are charging my reverence 
for my Maker, and real ſenſe of the excel/ency of the 
NATIONS AL nature, to the account of humour and 
ſingularity; narrowneſs of thought, or ſourneſs of 
temper. But be it ſo.— 1 will indulge no indig- 
nation againſt them; and, if any thing like it h 
ariſe, I will convert it into prayer „% Pity them, 
* Oh thou Father of mercies l Shew them the mad- 
„ neſs of their profancotis—Shew them the baſeneſs 
« of thcir vile ribaldry—Let them be dumb, in ſilent 
% ſhame and confuſon; till they open their lips to 
& adore thine inſuited Majeſty— to implore thy gra— 
6 cious pardon—and humbly devote to thee, thoſe 
« ſocial hours, thoſe ipjured faculties; which they 
© are now abuſing, to thy diſhonour; to their own 
mutual contamination; and (unleſs timely repent- 
© ance intervene), to their common infamy, and 

« final perdition.“ | 
Jide home amidſt the gloomy void; all darkling 
and ſolitary, I can ſcarce diſcern my horle's head; and 
only gueſs cut my blind road. No companion, but 
; daager; 
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danger; or, perhaps, “ deſtruction ready at my fide *.“ 
But, why do l fancy myſclf ſolitary ? Is not the 
Father ot lights; the Gop of my life; the great and 
everlaſting Friend ; always at my right hand ? Becauſe 
the day is excluded, is his omnipreſence vacated? 
Though I have no earthly 2cquaintance near, to a{lft: 
in caſe of a misfortune ; or to beguilc the time, and 
divert uneaſy ſuſpicions, by entertaining conferences : 
may I not lay my belp upon the Almighty, and con- 
verſe with Gov by humble tupplication ? For this 
exerciſe, no place is improperz no hour unſeaſonable 
and no poſture incommodiovs. This is ſectety, this: 
beſt of ſociety, even in ſclitude. This is a fund of 
delights, eaſily portable and quite inexhauſtible. A 
treaſure this, of unknown value ; and liable to no ha- 
zard, from wrong or robbęery; but perfectly ſecure 
to the loncly wanderer, in the moſt darkſome paths. 
And why ſhould 1 diſtreſs my ſeif with apprehen/ions 
of peril? This acceſs to Go, is not only an inde- 
fcatible privilege, but a kind of ambulatery garriſon. 
Thoſe, that make known their requeſts unto Gop, 
and rely upon his protecting care, he gives his angels: 
charge over their welfare. His angels are commiſſion- 
ed, to eſcort them in their travelling ;. and to hold up» 
their goings, that they daſh not their foot agaluit a 
ſtone . Nay, te himſelf condeſcends to be their 
guardian, and“ keeps all their bones, fo that not one. 
« of them is broken.” They are, according to the 
certificate of revelation, “ in league with the ſtones of 


„the field 1.“ Though they fall headlong on the 


flints; even the flints, titted to fracture the ſkull, ſhall: 
receive them as into the arms of friendſhip; and not 
offer to burt, whom the Lox p is picaſcd to preſerve. 

M.y I then enjoy the preſence of this gracious Gop, 
and darknets and light thall bz both alike. Let HIM. 
whilper peace to my ; conſcience :. and this dread ſilence 
ſhall be more charming than the voice of eloquence, 

or the ſtrains of muſic. Let rim reveal his ravithing, 


Job xvi. 144 F Pfal. xci: 11. 12. 1 Job v. 23- 
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perfections in my foul; and I ſhall not want the 
ſatfron-beautics of the morn, the golden glories of 
noon, or the impurpled evening-fky. I thall ſigh 
only for thoſe moit defirable and diſtinguiſhed realms ; 
where the light of Hs countenance perpetuall;: ſhines, 
and contequently * taere is * no night there.“ 


How ſurpriſing are the alterations of nature! I 


leſt her the preceding evening plain and unadorned, 
But now, a thick rime has ſhed its hoary honours. 
over all, It has ſhagged the fleeces of the theep, and 


criſped the traveller's locks, The hedges are richly 
{ringed, and all the ground profuſely powdered. The 


downward branches are tail:lled with ſilver, and the 
vpright are feathered with the plumy wave. 

But ihe ine are not always the valuable. The air, 
amidit all theſe gaudy decorations, is charged with. 
chilling and wrwho!r/ame damps. The hazy influence 
ſpreads wide; fits deep ; hangs heavy and oppreſſive 
on the ſprings of life. A liſtleſs lenguor clogs the 
animal functions; and the purple ſtream glides but 
{zintly through its channels In vain, the ruler of 
the day cxerts his beaming powers: in vain, he at- 


tempts to diſperſe this inſurrection of vapours. The 
ſyllen maliguant cloud refuſes to depart. It envelopes. 


the world, and intercepts the preſpect. I look abroad 
for the neighbouring village; I ſend my eye in queſt 
of the riſing turret 3 but am ſcarce able to diſcern the 


very ncxt houſe. Where are the blue arches of hea- 
ven; where the radiant countenance of the ſun; and. 


where the boundleſs ſcenes of creation? Loſt, 
loſt are the beauties; quenched their glories, The 
thronged theatre of the univerſe, ſeems an empt 

void; and all its elegant pictures, an undiſtinguiſhed. 
blank. — Thus would it have been with our intellectual 


views, if the goſpel had not come in to our relief. We. 
ſhould have known, neither our true good, nor real. 


Evil. . We had been a riddle to ourlelves ; the pre- 


ut ſtate all contuſion, and the future impenetrable. 


darkneſfe,. 


er 191 


darkneſs. But, the Sun of righteouſneſs, ariſing 
with potent and triumphant beams, has difipated the 
interpoſing cloud; and opened a proſpect, more 
beautiful than the bloſſoms of Spring; more chearing 
than the treaſures of Autumn; more enlarged than 
the extent of the viſible ſyſtem : which, having led the 
eye of the mind, through fields of grace, over rivers 
of righteouſneſs, and hills crowned with knowledge; 
terminates, at length, in the heavens; ſweetly loling 
itſelf in regions of inſinits bliſs, and endleſs glory. 

As I walk along the fog, it feems, at ſome little 
diſtance, to be almoſt ſolid gloom 3, fuch as would 
ſhut out every glimple of light, and totally im- 
priſon me in obſcurity. But, when I approach, 
and enter it; I find myſelf agreeably miſtaken, and 
the miſt much thinner than it appeared. ——Such is 
the caſe, with regard to the /ufferings of the preſent 
life; they are not, when experienced, ſo dreadful, as. 
a timorous imagination ſurmiſed. Such alſo is the 
caſe, with reference to the gratifications of ſenſe ; they 
prove not, when enjoyed, fo ſubſtantial as a ſanguine 
expectation repreſented. In both inſtances, we are 
gracioutly ditappointed : the edge of the calimity is 
bluntcd, that it may not wound us with incurable 
anguiſh : the exquiſite reliih of the proſperity is pall- 
ed, that it may not captivate our affections, and en- 
ſlave them to inferior d<lights. 

Sometimes, the face of things wears a more plcaſing 
form; the very reverſe of the foregoing. The ſober 
evening advances, to clole the ſhort-lived day, The 
firmament, clear and unſullied, puts on its brighteſt 
blue. The ſtars, in thronging multitudes, and with 
a peculizr brilliancy, glitter through the fair ex- 
panſe. While the 77g pours its ſubtile and penetra- 
ting influence all around. Sharp, and intenſcly keen, 
all the lopg night, the rigid æther continues its opera— 
tions, When, late and ſlow, the morning opens her 
pale eye; in what a curious and amuling difguite, is. 
nature drefied | The icicles, jagged and uneven, are 
pendant on the houtes. A Whitiſh film incruſts the. 
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windows, where mimic landſkips riſe, and fancied fi- 
gures ſwell. The fruitful fields arc hardened to iron; 
the moiſt ned meadows are congealed to mirt?-; and 
both reſound (an effect unknown before) with the 
peaſant's hiſty tread. The ſtream is arreſted in its 
career, and its ever-flowing ſurface chained to the 
banks. The fluid paths become a ſolid road; where 
the finny ſhoals were wont to rove, the ſportive youth 
flide, or the rattling chariots roll“. And (what 
would ſeem to an inhabitant of the ſouthern world, 
as unaccountable, as the deepeſt myſteries of religion): 
that very ſame breath of heaven, which cements the 
Hkes into a cryſtal pwWement; c/2aves the oaks, as it 
were, with inviſible wedges, © breaks in pieces the 
„ northern iron, and the ſteel ;” even while it Sui a 
bridge of icy rock, cver the ſgas +. 

Tne air is all ſerenity. Refined by the nitrous: 
particles, it affords rae moſt diſtinct views, and cx» 
tenſive proſpects. The feeds of infection, are killed; 
and the peſiilence deſtroyed, even in embryo. So, 
the cold of afiiftyn tends to mortify our corruptions, 
and ſubd ue our vicious habits, — The crouding atmoſ- 
phere conſtrinyes our bodics, and braces our nerves. 
The ſpirits are buoyant, and ſally briikly on the exe- 
eution of their office. Had we been under ſuch un- 
clouded ſkics, and fo bright a ſun, in the Summer- 
months; we ſhould have been melted with heat, and 
ſoftened into ſupineneſs: been ready to ſtretch our 
limbs under the ſorcading beach, and lie at cafe by the. 
murmuring brouk. Bur, now, none loiters in his 
path; none is ſeen with folded arms: all is in mo- 


* Concreſcu't ſubito currenti in flumine cruſtæ; 
Dudaqqe jam tergo ferratos ſuſtinet orbes, 
Pup; ibus 1111 prius patulis, nunc hoſpita plauſtris. 
Axaque diililunt vulgo. . Virg. 


+ Job xxxviii. 30. The waters are bid, locked up from the cattle's 
ps, ſecured from the fiſh-r's nets, and concealed from the human 
eye, as wells ate ui phon erous and impenctrable ine. And not 
only lakes and rivers, but tc Jurſice of the great and boundleſs deep, 


with its reſtleſs and uncoutroulable ſurges, is takes captive nn 


by the froit, and bound in ſhining fetters. 
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ion; all is activity; choice, prompted by the weather, 
ſupplies the ſpur of neceflity. Thus, the rugged /chool 
of misfortune, often trains up the mind, to a lively 
exertion of its faculties; the keen climate of adverſity, 
often inſpires us with a manly reſolution : when a oſt 
and doway afiluence, perhaps, would have relaxed all 
the generous ſprings of the foul, and have left it ener- 
vated with pleature, or diſſolved in indolence. 

% (Cold cometh out of the North *,” The winds, 
having iwept thoſe defarts of fnow, arm themſelves 
with miilions of frozen particles, and make a fierce 
def ent upon our iſle. Under black and ſcowling 
clouds, they drive, dreadfully whizzing, through the 
darkened air. They growl around our houlſzs; at- 
ſault our doors; and, eager for entrance, faſten on 
our windows. Walls can ſcarce reſtrain them 
bars are unable to exclude them; through every cran- 
ny they force their way. Ice is on their wings; they 
ſcatter agues through the land; and Winter, all 
Wiater, rages as they go. Their breath is as a ſear- 
ing + iron to the little verdure left in the plains, 
Vaſtly more pernicious to the tender plants than the 
ſharpeſt knife; they not only kill their branches, but 
wound the very root. Let not the corn venture far, 
from the entrenchment of the furrow ; let not the 
fruit-bearing bloſſoms dare to come abroad, from 
their lodgment in the bark; leſt theſe ſavage, mur- 
derous blaſts, deſtroy the hope of the advancing 

ear. 
a Oh ! it is ſeverely cold ! Who is fo hardy, as not 
to thriok at this exceſſively inching Weather? Every 
face is pale. Even the blooming cheeks contract a 
gelid hue; and the tecth hardly torbear chattering.— 


* Job xxxvil. 9. 

+ This, I ſuppoſe, is the meaning of that figurative expreſſion, 
uſed by the prophet Hab. Hut; who, ſpeaking of the Ch./deens ins 
vading Judea, lays, The.r faces, or the incurſions they make, ii 


ſup up, ſhall ſwallow greedily, ſhall devour utterly, the inhabitants 
of the country, and their valuable cites; as the keen cortoding 
blaſts of the ea/t-wind, deſtroy every green thing in the ſield. Hab. 
i. 9. 
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Ye that fit eaſy and joyous, in your commodious 2« 
partments, ſolacing yourſelves in the diffuſive warmth 
of your fire; be mindful of your brethren, in the 
cheerleſs tenement of poverty. Their ſhattered panes 
are open to the piercing winds; a tattered garment 
ſcarcely covers their ſhivering fleſt; while a few faint 
and dying embers, on the ſqualid hearth, rather 
mock their wiſhes, than warm their limbs. — While 
the generous juices of Oporto, ſparkle in your pliſſes 
or the ſteams, beautifully tinged, and deliciouſly fla» 
voured, by the Chineſe lcaf, ſmoke in the elegant por— 
celain: O remember, that many of your fellow- 
creatures, amidſt all the rigour of theſe inclement 


Kies, are emaciated with ſickneſs; benumbed with 


age; and pining with hunger. Let “ their loins 
© bleſs you,” for comfortable cloatbhing! ſupply them 
with food, with fewel; and baffle the raging year. 
So, may you ncver know any of their diſtreſſes, but 


only by the hearing of the ear; the ſeeing of the 


eye; or the feeling ofa tender commiſeration | —— 
Methinks, the biiter, bluſtering winds plead for the 
poor indigents: may they breathe pity into your 
breaſts ! while they blow hardſhips into their huts. 
Oblerve thoſe blue flimes, and ruddy coals, in your 
chimney: quickened by the cold, they look more lively, 
and glow more ſtrongly. Silent, but ſeaſonable ad- 
monition to the gay circle, that chat znd {mile around 
them! Thus, may your hearts, at ſuch a junQuure of 
need, kindle into a peculiir bentfi ence! D-tain not 
your ſuperfiuous piles of wood. Lt them haſten to 
the relief of the ſtarving family. Eid them expire in 
many a willing blaze, to mitigate the ſeverity ot the 
ſeaſon, and chear the bleak abodes of want; ſo ſhill 
they aſcend, miugl.d with thankipivings to Gop, 
and ardent prayers for your weltare—aſcend, more 
rateful to heaven, than curling columns of the moſt 
coſtly incenſe, f 
Now the winds ceaſe. Having brought their load, 
they are diſmiſſed from feryice, They have wafted an 
immenſe cargo of clouds, which empty themſelves in 


ſucu. 


—̃—— 


A WINTER. PIE C E. 18; 


/acw. At firſt, a few ſcattered ſherds come wander- 
ing down the ſaddened ſky. This flight ſkirmiſh, is ſue- 
ceeded by a general onſet. The flakes, large and nume- 
rous, and thick-wavcring, deſcend in a continual flow, 
All night, the fleecy ſhowers, in ſofteſt ſilence, fall. 
In the morning, when we awake, what a ſurpriſing 
change appears? Is this the ſame world! Here 
is no diverſity of colour! TI can hardly diſtinguiſh 
the trees, from the hills on which they grow. Where 
is the difference between the grounds, deſtined to the 
plough : and thoſe, reſerved for paſturage? All 
things lie blended in bright confuſion. So bright, 
that it heightens the ſplendor of day, and even dazzles 
the organs of ſight. The lawn is not ſo fair, as this 
ſaowy mantle, which inveſts the fields; and even the 
lily, was the lily to appear, would look tarniſhed in its 
preſence. I can think but of one thing, which excels, 
or equals, this glittering robe of Winter, Is any one 
deſirous to know what I mean? He may find it de- | 
ſcribed, in that admirable hymn “* compoled by the ; 
royal penitent, Is any one deſirous to be poſſeſſed of 
ſo valuable a rarity? He will find it offered to his 
acceptance, in every page of the goſpel.—— See! 
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(for the eye cannot ſatisfy icfelf, without viewing again 
and again the curious, the delicate ſcene) See! how 
| the hedges are habited, like ſpotleſs veſtals : the hoa» ; 
| ſes are roofed, with uniformity and luſtre : the mea» | 
dows are covered, with a carpet of the fineſt ermine +: 4 
the groves bow beneath the lovely burden: and 1 
| all, all below, is one wide, immenſe, ſhining waſte 'Þ 
of white, ; 
Amazing are the works of the great Creator, and 
| prodigiouſly varicus, How pliant and ductile is na- 
ture, under his forming hand! At his command, 
, the ſelf-ſame ſubſtance aſſumes the moſt different 
: ſhapes; and is transformed into an cndleſs multiplici- 
. 


® Pſal. li. 7. Sce page 99. 100. 

+ This animal is milk white; and fo far is it from having /þcts, 
that, as the tradition goes, it will rather die, or be taken, than ſul» 
ly its whiteneſs. Sce Chambers's Dict ions rg. 
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of figures. If nz ordains, the water is moulded in- 
to hail, and diſcharged upon the earth like a volley of 
ſhot; or, it is conſolidated into ice, and defends the 
rivers, “ as it were with a breaſtplate.,” At the bare 
intimation of his will, the very ſame element is ſcat- 
tered in hoar-froſt, like a ſprinkling of the moſt at- 
tenuated aſhes; or, is ſpread over tne ſurface of the 
ground, in theſe ſwelling couches of deep and flaky 
down. 

The ſnow, however it may carry the appearance of 
cold, affords a warm garment for the corn; Ttreens 
it from nipping froſts, and cheriſhcs its infant-growth, 
It will abide for a while, to exert a protecting care, 
and exerciſe a foſtering influence. Then, touched by 
the ſun, or thawed by a ſoftening gale, the furry ve- 
ſture melts into genial moiſture ; ſinks deep into the 
ſoil, and ſaturates its pores with the diflolving nitre; 
repleniſhing the glebe with that vegetative life, which 
will open into the bloom of Spring, and ripen into 
the fruits of Autumn. Beautiful emblem this, and 
comfortable repreſentation, ot the efficacy of the di- 
vine word: both in the tucceisful, and advantageous 
iſſue of its operation! © As the rain cometh down, 
*« and the ſnow from heaven, and returncth not thi- 
cc ther, but watercth the earth, and maketh it bring 
& forth and bud, that it may give ſeed to the ſower, 


e and bread to the eater; fo ſhall my word be, that 


tc goth forth out of my mouth: it. thall not return 
«© unto me void, but ſhall accomplith that which I 
et pleaſe, and it ſhall proſper in the thing whcreunto 
« I ſent it *.” | 

Nature, at length, puts off her lucid veil. She 
drops it, in a trickling thaw. The looſened ſnow, 
rolls in ſheets from the houſes, Various openings ſpot 
the hills; which, even while we look, become larger, 
and more numerous. The trees rid themſelves, by 


degrees, of the hoary incumbrance. Shook from the 
ipringing boughs, part falls heavy to the ground, part 


„I. Iv. 10. 11, 


flies 
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flies abroad in ſhining atoms. Our fields and gardens, 
lately buried beneath the drifted heaps, riſe plain and 
diſtin to view, — And ſince we ſee nature once a- 
gain, has ſhe no verdant traces, no beautiful features, 
left? They are, like real friends, very rare; and, 
therefore, the more particularly to be regarded, the 
more highly to be valued. —Here and there the 
holly hangs out her glowing berries; the lauruſtinus 
ſpreads her graceful tufts ; and both, under a covert 
of unfading foliage. The plain, but hardy ivy 
clothes the decrepit, crazy wall; nor ſhrinks from 
the friendly office; though the ſkies: frown, and 
the ſtorm roars.——The laurel, firm, erect, and bold, 
expands its leaf of vivid green. In ſpite of all the u- 
nited, the repeated attacks of wind, and rain, and 
froſt, it preſerves an undiſmayed lively look; and 
maintains its poſt, while withering millions fall a- 
round. Worthy, by vanquiſhing the rugged force of 
Winter, worthy to adorn the triumphant conqueror's 
brow. —— Nor muſt I forget the bay-tree ; which 
ſcorns to be a mean penſioner, on a few ſunny gleams; 
or, with a ſervile obſequiouſneſs, to vary its appear- 
ance, in conformity to the changing ſeaſons. By ſuch 
indications of ſterling worth, and ſtanch reſolution, 
reading a lecture to the poet's genius; while it weaves 
the chaplet for his temples.— Theſe, and a few other 
plants, clad in native verdure, retain their comely 
aſpect, in the bleakeſt climes, and coldeſt months. 
Such, and ſo durable, are the accompliſhments of 
a reſined underſtanding, and an amiable temper. The 
tawdry ornaments of dreſs, which catch the unthink- 
ing vulgar, ſoon: become inſipid and deſpicable. The 
rubied lip, and the fluſhing cheek, fade. Even the 
ſparkling wit *, as well as the ſparkling eye, pleaſe 
but 


* « Ho little ddes God eſteem the things that men count great; 


* the endowments of wit and eloquence, that men admire in ſome! 


« alas! how poor are they to him! He reſpecteth not any who are 
« wiſe in heart: they are nothing, and leſs than nothing, in his 
« eyes, Even wiſe men admire, how little it is that men know; 
« how ſmall a matter lies under the ſound of theſe popular won- 

VOX. II. | . K k „ders, 
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but for a moment. But the virtuous mind has charms, 


which ſurvive the decay of every inferior embelliſh- 
ment; charms, which add to the fragrancy of the 
flower, the permanency of the ever-green, 

Such, likewile, is the happineſs of the ſincerely re- 
ligious like a tree, ſays the inſpired moraliſt, whoſe 
« leaf ſhall not fall.” He borrows not his peace from 
external circumſtances; but has a fund within, and is 
« fatisficd from himſelf *.“ Even though impovcrith- 
ed by misfortunes, he is rich in the poſſeſſion of grace, 
and richer in the hope of glory. His joys are infinitely 
ſuperior to, as well as nobly independent on, the 
tranſitory glow of ſenſual delight, or the capricious 
favours of, what the world calls, Fortune. 

$ 

Is the ſnow compoſes the light-armed troops of the 
iky; methinks, the Jail conſtitutes its heavy artillery, 
When driven by a vehement wind, with what dread- 
ful impetuoſity does that ſtony ſhower fall! How it 
rebounds from the frozen ground, and rattles on the 
rcſounding dome! It attenuates the rivers into ſmoke, 
or ſcourges them into foam. It cruſhes the infant- 
flowers; cuts in pieces the gardener's early plants; 
and batters the feeble fortification of his glaſſes, into 


ce ders, 2 learned man, a great ſcholar, a great ſtateſman. How 
* much more doth the all-wife Gop mcan!y account of theſc! He 
„% often diſcovers, even to the world, their meanneſs. He befsol; 
« them. So valour, or birth, or worldly greatneſs, theſe he gives, 
„ and gives as things he makes no great reckoning of, to ſuch as 
« ſhall never ſee his face, aud calls to the inheritance of glory. pour 
„ deſpiſed creatures, that are looked on as the cff-ſoourings and re- 
« fuſe of the world,” 

— Thus, ſays an excellent author; who writes with the moſt ami» 
able ſpirit of benevolence ; with the moſt unaſiected air of bumility ; 
and, like the ſacred originals, from which he copies, with a ma- 
zeſtie ſimplicity of ſtyle Whoſe” ſelett works, I may venture 70 
recommend, not only as a treaſure, but as a MINE of gcnuine, 
ſteilng, evangelical piety, Sce page 520 of Archbiſhop LEICGE-· 
ToN's feleft works, the Edinburgh edition, octavo: which it is ne- 
ceſſary to ſpecify, becauſe the Linden edition dves not contain tha! 
part of his writings, which has ſupplicd me with the preceding 

tation. 

Prov. XIV. 14. 
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with haſte, from the ſtroke; or feels, on his cheek, 
for the guſhing blood: if he would retreat into the 


houſe, it follows him even thither; and, like a de- 


termined enemy that puſhes the purſuit, daſhes 
through the crackling panes.—But, the fierce attack 
is quickly over. The clouds have ſoon ſpent their 
ſhafts z ſoon unſtrung their bow. How happy for 
the inhabitants of the earth, that what is ſo dreadfully 
furious, ſhould be ſo remarkably bort! What elſe 
could endure the ſhock, or eſcape deſtruction? : 

But, behold a bow, of no hoſtile intention; a bow, 
painted in variegated colours, on the diſburdened 
cloud. How vaſt is the extent, how delicate the tex- 
ture, of that /bowery arch! It compaſſeth the heavens, 
with a glorious circle: and makes us forget the hor- 
rors of the ſtorm, Elegant its form, and rich its tinc- 
tures; but more delightful its ſacred ſignificancy. 
While the violet and the roſe, bluſh in its beautiful a- 
ſpect ; the olive-branch ſmiles in its gracious import. 
It writes in radiant dyes, what the angels ſung in har- 
monious ſtrains; * Peace on earth, and good will 
« towards men.” It is the ſtamp of inſurance, for the 
continued welfare of this preſent world; and a com- 
fortable token of a better ſtate, and happier kingdom: 
—a kingdom, where a rainbow is repreſented, as ſur- 
rounding the throne *; to intimate, that there ſtorms 
{hall beat, and Winter pierce no more; but one un- 
bounded Spring for ever, ever bloom. 


Rev. iv. 3, 
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Mivers. It darts into the traveller's face; he turns, 
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More or leſs illuſtrated in this Wo k k. 


N. B. As Dr SHaw, in his ſupplement to his excel- 
lent book of Travels, and ſeveral other authors of 
the greateſt eminence, have given an index of ſerip- 
tures, occaſtonally explained in their writings; 1 
doubt not, lut I fhall cblige many of my readers, by 
what I here ſubzoin ; theſe eſpecially, whije. tafle is 
happily formed to reliſh the beauties of the ſacred 
records. 
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